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OUR    DIARY    FOR  1903. 

Each  copy  of  the  Diary  contains  coupon-cards  which  entitle 
subscribers  to  compete  for  ten  guineas  in  prizes.  The  centre  part 
of  the  cards  has  a  list  of  poison-antidotes  printed  upon  it,  and 
will  be  useful.  Subscribers  who  wish  additional  copies  of  the 
Diary  should  write  for  them  promptly,  as  already  they  are  in 
good  demand  by  new  subscribers 


INSETS. 

The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  pub- 
lished on  Saturday,  January  31,  1903.  We  can  receive  for 
insertion  in  it  circulars  and  price-lists.  The  Publisher  has  shown 
us  an  artistic  booklet  that  he  has  prepared  in  regard  to  the  issue, 
and  he  will  send  a  copy  to  any  interested  advertiser.  It  will  give 
ideas  as  well  as  facts. 


Wislicenus,  the  celebrated  chemist  of  Leipzig,  is  dead  (p.  986;. 
The  Drug  Club  held  their  annual  dinner  in  London  on  Tuesday 
(p.  987). 

Further  letters  regarding  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention  are  printed 
on  p.  991. 

The  recipe  and  rights  of  Dr.  King's  pills  were  sold  this  week  for 
5,000?.  (p.  960l. 

Professor  Dunstan  is  retiring  from  the  Secretaryship  of  the 
Chemical  Society  ip.  966). 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  may  meet  in 
Manchester  in  1904  (p.  968). 

Watkinson's  liquorice-tolu  was  the  subject  of  an  action  in 
Liverpool  last  week  (p.  971). 

Treacle,  with  a  dash  of  aniseed  added  to  it,  is  not  "  molasses  " 
for  railway  carriage  purposes  (p.  971). 

We  report  the  Camwal  annual  meeting  on  p.  972.  The  Idris 
dividends  are  the  same  as  last  year  (p.  972). 

Christmas  Spices  are  a  theme  upon  which  Mr.  J.  R.  Jackson 
communicates  interesting  botanical  and  economic  observations 
(p.  979). 

Mr  Horace  Brocklesby,  writing  from  Cape  Town,  shows  that 
the  high  freights  from  England  are  an  impediment  to  trade 
(p.  992). 

The  law  as  to  the  sale  of  entire  drugs  exempted  from  stamp- 
duty  has  been  further  expounded  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
(p.  977). 

Pharmacy  at  the  North  Pole  is  the  subject  of  a  timely 
sketch  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  to  which  some  verses  are  appended 
(p.  974). 

The  Iodine  Syndicate  has  failed  to  squeeze  out  the  Japanese 
makers,  and  iodine  and  iodides  from  Japan  are  now  regularly 
exported  (p.  977). 

Cures  for  Drunkenness  may,  under  certain  conditions,  be 
liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty.  So  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
inform  us  (p.  976). 

The  Annual  Sales  of  castorum  were  held  in  London  on 
Wednesday,  when  all  the  offerings  were  disposed  of  at  irregular, 
but  lower,  prices  (p.  987). 

A  Coroner's  remarks  about  the  sale  of  sanitary  fluid  containing 
less  than  3  per  cent,  of  carbolic  acid  might  be  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Privy  Council  (p.  961). 

The  necessity  of  reform  in  regard  to  the  law  as  to  branch- 
pharmacies  and  their  management  is  a  topic  suggested  for  dis- 
cussion by  a  correspondent  (p.  992). 

The  composition,  properties,  and  administration  of  mineral 
waters  were  discussed  by  Mr.  Arrowsmith  before  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  last  week  (p.  966). 

The  Discussion  on  Standards  for  Medicines  was  resumed  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Wednesday  evening,  Dr.  John  Attfield 
and  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  leading  off  (p.  980). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  rescinded  the  motion 
requiring  students  at  the  Society's  School  of  Practical  Chemistry 
to  take  a  course  in  elementary  chemistry  (p.  994). 

Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited),  with  a  capital  of  160,000?.,  has 
been  floated  this  week,  and  has  been  widely  criticised.  The 
secretary  has  written  to  us  respecting  the  matter  (p.  978). 

Dr.  Andrew  Balfour,  director  of  the  bacteriological  and 
chemical  laboratories,  Gordon  College,  Khartoum,  was  entertained 
to  dinner  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Wellcome  this  week,  a  distinguished 
company  meeting  him  (p.  965). 

About  a  dozen  chemists  in  the  Potteries  have  been  summoned 
for  selling  ung.  hydrarg.  nit.  as  mercury  ointment.  The  Chemists' 
Defence  Association  has  got  the  Magistrate  to  concentrate  the 
cases  into  one  hearing  (p.  970). 

"  Xrayser  "  again  complains  of  the  paltriness  of  the  public 
business  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  He  also  refers  to 
Mr.  Priestley's  paper  at  Bradford,  General  Medical  Councillors' 
fees,  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the  President's  views  of  the 
Wheeldon  case  (p.  973). 

Business  is  slackening  down  as  the  end  of  the  year  approaches. 
The  offers  of  American  bromides  have  now  been  withdrawn,  but 
the  market  is  unsettled.  Crude  camphor,  cantharides,  taraxacum, 
and  cream  of  tartar  are  dearer  ;  foreign  tartaric  acid,  orris,  lemon, 
bergamot  oil,  and  second-hand  quinine  are  firmer  ;  gentian,  castor 
oil,  and  Japanese  wax  are  easier.  The  last  auctions  of  the  year 
which  consisted  of  first-hand  drugs,  are  reported  on  p.  987. 
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JEnolteb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

At  the  Kent  Assizes  on  December  5,  Thomas  Wells  (58),  a 
chemist,  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  hard  labour  for  gross 
indecency. 

The  students  who  visited  the  London  Hospital  (C.  Sf  D., 
December  6,  page  922)  were  from  the  Imperial  College  of 
Pharmacy,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C. 

A  labourer  at  the  chemical-works  of  Messrs.  F.  W.  Berk  & 
Co.  (Limited),  at  Stratford,  was  so  badly  burned  by  nitric 
acid  last  week  that  he  died  in  the  West  Ham  Hospital  from 
shock. 

The  President  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  (Professor 
J.  M.  Thomson,  F.K.S.)  and  Miss  Thomson  gave  a  solr&e  at 
the  Galleries  of  the  Royal  Society  of  British  Artists,  Suffolk 
Street,  on  Wednesday  evening. 

A  charge  was  brought  against  Mr.  E.  Evans,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Ammanford,  Carmarthenshire,  on  December  4,  of 
selling  a  bottle  of  whisky  to  a  drunken  person.    Mr.  Evans 
did  not  appear,  and  the  hearing  of  the  case  was  postponed  j 
for  his  attendance. 

On  the  publication  of  Mr.  Sterihen  Coleridge's  rejoinder  to 
Mr.  Paget  in  the  Contemporary  Review,  a  gift  of  1,000/.  was 
sent  to  him,  as  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  National 
Anti- Vivisection  Society,  by  an  anonymous  donor,  to  forward 
the  work  of  that  Society. 

Mr.  Clarence  E.  Seyler,  B.Sc,  analyst  for  Glamorgan,  in 
his  report  for  the  quarter  which  ends  on  December  31,  says  j 
the  drugs  examined  were  of  satisfactory  quality,  and  included  J 
one  each  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia, 
castor  oil,  paregoric,  and  laudanum. 

The  trial  of  the  Mincing  Lane  brokers,  Edward  Beauchamp 
Rogers,  Henry  Norman  Rogers,  Ransome  Wallis,  Algernon 
Wallis,  Sheppard  James  Ransome,  Arthur  James  Ransome, 
and  Rolls  Short,  for  conspiring-  to  defraud  bankers  was  con- 
cluded at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  December  6,  after 
lasting  about  a  fortnight.  Edward  Beauchamp  Rogers  and 
Rolls  Short  were  each  sentenced  to  nine  months'  imprison- 
ment in  the  second  division,  and  the  other  defendants  were 
discharged. 

Football. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Football  Club 
was  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  December  3, 
Mr.  W.  Garsed  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Hewlett  put  in  his  report 
and  balance-sheet  of  the  smoking-concert  held  on  Novem- 
ber 12,  which  showed  a  balance  of  112.  10$.  available  for 
club  funds.  In  view  of  this  satisfactory  result  the  Concert 
Committee  recommended  that  two  guineas  be  handed  over 
to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  this  recommendation  was 
unanimously  endorsed  by  the  meeting.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Hewlett  for  his  services. 

Oaklands  F.C.  v.  London  College  F.C.— Played  at  Old 
Charlton  on  December  6,  and  resulted  in  a  draw,  the  score 
being  1  goal  each.  The  play  was  considerably  spoiled  by  the 
extremely  hard  state  of  the  ground,  which  rendered  the  ball 
much  too  "  lively  "  for  accurate  passing. 

Freemasonry. 

A  meeting  of  Galen  Lodge,  No.  2,394,  was  held  at  Free- 
masons' Hall  on  December  8.  There  were  present :  Bros. 
M.  Carteighe,  Worshipful  Master :  F.  Bascombe,  P.M.  (acting 
I.P.M.) ;  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  S.W. ;  C.  J.  Strother,  J.W. ;  H.  W. 
Roach,  P.M.,  Treasurer ;  J.  B.  S.  Lancaster,  P.M.,  Secretary  ; 
J.  J.  Arrow,  S.D. ;  W.  Judd,  J.D. ;  W.  J.  Rogerson,  P.M., 
D.C. ;  J.  H.  Arrow,  A.D.C. ;  J.  Humphrey,  I.G. ;  A.  W. 
Gerrard,  P.M. ;  Maitland,  P.M. ;  Harrington,  Hill,  Jones, 
and  several  others.  The  visitors  included  Bros.  Sadler, 
G.J.,  Dyson,  &c.  One  candidate  was  duly  initiated  into 
Freemasonry,  and  a  joining  member  elected.  The  brethren 
dined  together,  when  the  usual  loyal  and  masonic  toasts 
were  honoured. 


Royal  Institution. 

The  lecture-arrangements  at  the  Royal  Institution  before 
Easter  include  courses  by  Professor  Allan  Macfadyen,  on 
"  The  Physiology  of  Digestion  "  ;  Sir  William  Abney,'  on 
"  Recent  Advances  in  Photographic  Science " ;  and  Sir 
Robert  Ball,  on  "  Great  Problems  in  Astronomy."  The 
Friday  evening  meetings  will  begin  on  January  16,  when 
a  discourse  will  be  delivered  by  Professor  Dewar  on 
"Low-temperature  Investigations";  Professor  S.  Delepine  is 
to  lecture  on  "  Health-dangers  in  Food  "  (February  13)  ;  and 
Dr.  A.  Liebmann  on  Perfumes  :  Natural  and  'Artificial  " 
(February  27).  The  lectures  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
during  the  season  1903  will  be  delivered  at  5  o'clock  instead 
of  at  3,  as  in  previous  years. 

"Water-softeners. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
December  9,  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  reported  that 
the  following  tenders  had  been  received  for  the  supply  and 
delivery  of  20  tons  of  caustic  soda,  containing  not  less  than 
75  per  cent,  of  sodium  oxide  (Na20),  for  the  purpose  of 
softening  the  water  used  in  the  boilers  of  the  Abbey  Mills 
pumping-station  :  Luke  &  Bailey,  11/.  per  ton  ;  C.  Tennant, 
Sons  &  Co.,  11/.  per  ton;  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited), 
111.  0s.  6d.  per  ton.  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  had, 
however,  offered  to  supply  as  much  caustic-soda  liquor  for 
10/.  15s.  as  would  equal  1  ton  of  dry  caustic  soda  containing 
from  76  to  77  per  cent,  of  Na.,0,  and,  after  conferring  with 
the  chemist,  the  committee  thought  the  offer  should  be 
accepted. 

A  Public  Auction. 

The  frequenters  of  the  Mart  in  Tokenhouse  Yard,  Lothbury, 
E.C.,  were  afforded  a  new  sensation  on  December  10  by  the 
public  sale  of  the  "  Recipe  of  Dr.  King's  well-known  Dan- 
delion-and-Quinine  Bilious  and  Liver  Pill."  The  room  was 
well  filled  when,  precisely  at  1  o'clock,  Mr.  Mady  (of  Messrs. 
T.  G.  Wharton  &  Stunt)  began  to  extol  the  pricelessness  of 
the  recipe  he  was  offering.  Several  gentlemen  connected 
with  pharmacy  were  present,  among  them  being  Messrs.  S. 
Roberts  (May,  Roberts  &  Co.),  F.  A.  Barritt  (Allen  & 
Hanburys,  Limited),  H.  E.  Stevenson  (Baiss  Brothers  & 
Stevenson,  Limited),  E.  Pickering  (F.  Newbery  &  Sons), 
Bailey  (Bailey's  Goutine),  Manners  (Judd  &  Manners)  ;  and 
Messrs.  F.  W.  Truman  and  E.  A.  Holloway  represented  the 
retail  trade.  It  was  soon  evident  that  the  particulars  given 
did  not  satisfy  prospective  buyers.  The  '■  average  net  profit 
returns  for  the  past  five  years"  were  given  as  "at  the  rate  of 
about  905/.  Is.  lid.  rjer  annum."  The  auctioneer  was  badgered 
for  a  stormy  quarter  of  an  hour  to  give  last  year's  profits. 
This  he  finally  declined  to  do  on  the  advice  of  the  solicitor 
for  the  vendors.  The  average  working-expenses  of  the 
business,  including  advertising,  manufacture,  Government 
stamps,  &c,  he  put  at  about  1,160/.  per  annum.  A  gentleman 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  goodwill  of  the  business  was 
sold  along  with  the  recipe.  He  was  told  that  the  goodwill 
was  included ;  but  another  was  chary  about  buying  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  guarantee  that  the  title  "  Dr.  King's 
Pills  "  or  "  Dandelion-and-Quinine  Pills  "  would  be  his  exclu- 
sively. Mr.  Mady  was  ready  and  good-humoured  ;  he  said 
the  buyer  was  protected  under  the  Merchandise-marks  Acts, 
and  had  his  remedy  if  the  name  were  infringed.  The  retail 
prices  were  not  protected,  he  told  another  inquirer.  Having 
stemmed  the  flood  of  curiosity  somewhat,  the  auctioneer 
proceeded  to  state,  amid  considerable  derision,  that  "  20,000/. 
was  asked  for  a  similar  article  a  fortnight  ago.  The  recipe 
was  one  that  would  pay  the  purchaser  cent,  per  cent,  on  his 
outlay."  The  first  bid  was  2,000/.,  and  bids  came  rapidly 
until  3,000/.  was  reached.  In  the  lull  that  followed  the 
auctioneer  asked  his  audience  to  "look  around,  and  see 
what  other  pill-makers  had  done — made  millions."  A  few  more 
bids,  and  then  he  urged  that  no  costly  premises  were  needed 
to  work  the  business.  "  Everything  could  be  in  a  private 
house,  with  a  convenient  laboratory."  The  last  word  was 
mistaken  for  "  lavatory "  by  the  crowd,  and  uproarious 
laughter  ensued.  The  bidding  was  slow  until  4,500/.  was 
reached,  the  hardworking  man  in  the  pulpit  asking  his 
reluctant  audience  to  cast  their  thoughts  for  a  moment  "to 
the  magnificent  pile  at  Virginia  Water— all  made  out  of 
pills.''    By  this  time  only  two  ;ompetitors  were  left  in  the 
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field,  and  the  price  rose  by  fifties  and  twenty-fives  to  4,800/. 
'•Make  it  5  000/.,  and  done  with  it,"  urged  Mr.  Mady.  "All 
right,"  said  an  unlikely-looking  buyer  near  the  door,  and  his 
rival  gave  in.  So  the  recipe  was  knocked  down  at  5,000/.  to 
Dr.  Hyde,  who  was  one  of  the  original  syndicate  of 
proprietors. 

A  Supposed.  Mistake. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Spalding  on  December  8,  on  the 
body  of  a  farmer  named  Stevenson,  it  was  stated  that 
deceased  died  shortly  after  taking  some  medicine  prescribed 
and  dispensed  for  him  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Gibson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Spalding.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Gibson  was  to  the 
effect  that  deceased  came  to  his  establishment  and  asked 
for  a  bottle  of  medicine  for  pain  in  the  liver  and  kidneys 
and  for  asthma  and  bronchitis.  Mr.  Gibson  gave  a  stock 
mixture  for  colds  and  similar  ailments,  which  contained, 
amongst  other  things,  5j.  of  spiritus  ammonias  aromaticus. 
He  (witness)  thinks,  however,  that  he  must  have  put  liquor 
ammonias  fort,  in  the  bottle  instead.  The  landlord  of  the 
hotel  at  which  deceased  was  staying  brought  part  of  the 
mixture  (which  was  in  a  12-oz.  bottle)  back,  and  told  Mr. 
Gibson  that  deceased  was  unconscious.  Witness  noticed 
that  deceased  must  have  taken  four  times  the  prescribed 
dose.  He  tasted  the  mixture,  and,  finding  it  very  strong, 
poured  part  of  the  contents  down  the  sink.  He  went 
to  the  hotel,  and  administered  dilute  acetic  acid  to  the 
deceased.  He  afterwards  sent  another  draught  of  ipecacuanha 
and  water,  and  Dr.  Perry  was  called  in.  He  added  the  words 
"  in  water  "  to  the  label  after  he  got  the  bottle  back.  Dr. 
Perry,  who  attended  deceased  just  before  death  and  made  a 
post-mortem  examination,  said  that  death,  in  his  opinion, 
was  the  result  of  shock  following  the  taking  of  an  irritant 
poison.  The  medicine,  if  made  up  according  to  the  pre- 
scription put  in  by  Mr.  Gibson,  would  not  have  produced 
these  results.  If  a  large  dose  of  strong  ammonia  were  given 
the  post-mortem  symptoms  might  be  produced.  The  inquiry 
was  adjourned  for  an  analysis  of  the  stomach  and  contents. 

The  Profits  of  Poison-selling. 

At  a  case  heard  before  the  Steyning  Bench  of  Magistrates 
on  December  8  it  was  stated  that  a  girl  15  years  of  age 
had  obtained  four  bottles  of  laudanum.  The  Chairman  (Mr. 
H.  T.  West)  said  that,  although  entitled  by  law  to  sell 
laudanum  to  strangers,  chemists  should  exercise  the  discre- 
tionary powers  they  possessed.  Chemists  were  not  compelled 
to  sell  the  drug,  he  said ;  they  did  so  for  their  own  profit, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  binding  on  them  morally, 
to  exercise  the  greatest  caution  in  so  doing. 

The  Danger  of  Prescribing. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Upton  Park,  Essex,  on  December  2, 
by  Mr.  G.  E.  Hilleary,  on  the  body  of  a  child  named  Jessie 
Waldon.  In  her  evidence  the  mother  stated  that  the  child 
had  been  seen  at  different  times  by  "  Doctor "  Johnson,  of 
Green  Street,  Upton  Park.  On  the  previous  Saturday  the 
child  looked  ill,  and  was  taken  to  Mr.  Johnson,  who  said 
it  was  dying,  and  advised  the  mother  to  call  in  a  doctor. 
The  child  was  taken  to  Dr.  Russell,  who  prescribed  for  it ; 
but  it  died  soon  after  she  got  home.  She  went  to  Mr. 
Johnson  because  she  could  not  afford  another  doctor,  and 
she  had  heard  a  lot  of  people  say  he  was  cheap  and  clever. 
She  only  paid  for  the  medicine.  James  Edwin  Johnson, 
of  204  Green  Street,  said  he  himself  was  not  a  qualified 
chemist,  but  he  kept  a  qualified  chemist  on  the  premises. 
He  had  been  in  business  there  for  eleven  years,  and  poor 
people  had  come  to  him,  for  whom  he  made  up  medicine. 
He  did  not  charge  for  his  advice  or  pose  as  a  doctor.  On 
Mrs.  Waldon's  visit  he  saw  the  child's  condition,  and  gave 
her  some  lotion  and  a  little  medicine.  For  this  he  charged 
4J<Z.  Later  on  he  sent  more  lotion,  but  did  not  remember 
making  up  any  more  medicine.  When  the  mother  brought 
the  child  on  the  Saturday  it  was  in  a  state  of  collapse,  and 
he  told  her  to  take  it  to  a  doctor  or  a  hospital.  Having 
an  open  shop,  he  continually  had  people  in  asking  to  be 
prescribed  for,  and  he  helped  them  as  much  as  possible.  In 
answer  to  further  questions,  witness  said  he  had  passed  the 
Preliminary  medical  examination,  and  was  fully  signed  up 
for  the  Final  at  the  London  Hospital.  Dr.  H.  S.  Hall, 
assistant  to  Dr.  Russell,  said  death  was  due  to  septicemia. 
The  medicine  supplied  by  Mr.  Johnson  had  done  the  child 


no  harm.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with 
,  the  medical  testimony,  and  in  doing  so  thought  Mr.  Johnson 

should  have  had  the  child  sent  to  a  doctor  instead  of  pre- 
!  scribing  himself. 

Fires. 

A  destructive  fire  broke  out  on  December  3  at  Mr. 
Edward  Metcalf's  chemical-works,  Accrington.  The  fire- 
brigade  was  promptly  on  hand,  but  in  spite  of  its  efforts  the 
works  were  gutted,  and  damage  was  done  to  the  extent  of 
several  hundreds  of  pounds. 

A  fire  occurred  on  December  3  at  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Birkett  &  Cutts,  manufacturing  chemists,  at  Retford.  A 
workman  went  into  one  of  the  benzoline-chambers  with  an 
open  lamp.  An  explosion  occurred,  the  man  was  seriously 
injured,  and  the  room  considerably  damaged  by  fire. 

The  premises  of  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  in 
Dalton  Street,  Birmingham,  were  early  on  the  morning  of 
December  5  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  About  6  o'clock  a 
policeman  saw  the  smoke  and  promptly  aroused  the 
employes  who  sleep  on  the  premises,  and  summoned  the 
fire-brigade.  The  flames  were  confined  to  the  printing  and 
pill  departments  on  the  first  and  second  floors.  A  good 
deal  of  valuable  machinery  was  destroyed,  but  fortunately 
the  books  and  various  recipes  were  saved.  The  business  has 
not  been  interfered  with,  as  the  departments  to  which  the 
damage  was  done  have  been  transferred  to  adjoining 
premises,  which  were  recently  acquired  for  the  extension  of 
the  business.  This  is  the  first  fire  that  has  occurred  at 
these  premises  for  a  period  of  eighty  years. 

"  A  Clear  Evasion  of  the  Act." 
At  the  City  Coroner's  Court  on  December  10,  Dr.  F.  J 
Waldo  held  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Maria 
Harris,  who  poisoned  herself  with  creolin.    The  evidence  of 
Maria  Louisa  Harris,  aged  13,  a  daughter  of  the  deceased, 
was  to  the  effect  that  her  mother  gave  her  a  medicine-bottle, 
and  sent  her  to  the  oilshop  for  twopennyworth  of  carbolic 
!  acid.    She  obtained  the  carbolic  without  any  trouble.  The 
oilshop-keeper  did  not  ask  what  the  carbolic  acid  was  for, 
and  no  label  was  put  on  the  bottle.    David  Thomas  Hobbs, 
oil  and  colour  warehouseman,  1  Gloucester  Street,  Clerken- 
well,  admitted  that  the  girl  came  to  his  shop  for  carbolic 
J  acid.    Under  the  Act,  however,  he  could  not  sell  carbolic 
j  acid,  but  he  kept  what  he  thought  was  called  "creosote," 
which  was  guaranteed  to  contain  less  than  3  per  cent,  of 
carbolic  acid.    It  was  called  in  his  trade  "  sanitary  fluid,' 
but  "  the  middle  classes  "  called  it  "  carbolic."  The  following 
cross-examination  then  ensued  : — 

The  Coroner  :  But  if  you  are  not  allowed  to  sell  carbolic  acid 
why  do  you  continue  to  sell  this  liquid,  which  contains  carbolic 
acid '? — Witness :  It  contains  less  than  3  per  cent.,  so  we  can 
sell  it. 

The  Coroner  :  I  do  not  know  that  you  can.    Where  do  you  ge 
it  from  ? — Witness  :  A  firm  at  Poplar,  and  I  generally  store  40  ta 
!  50  gals,  at  a  time. 

The  Coroner  :  How  much  do  you  give  for  2rZ.  ? — Witness  :  About 
t  1  quartern. 

The  Coroner  :  Do  you  sell  it  to  anyone  ? — Witness  :  I  should 
.  not  have  served  this  child  only  that  I  knew  her. 

The  Coroner :  That  explanation  would  not  be  accepted  from  a 
chemist  if  selling  prussic  acid.  Why  is  it  not  labelled  '? — Witness  : 
We  are  not  compelled  to  label  it. 

A  Juror :  You  calmly  take  2d.  and  hand  over  the  poison— 
!  scandalous  ?  (Hear,  hear.) — Witness  :  I  invariably  say  to  children, 
"  Do  not  drink  it." 

A  Juror :  About  the  worst  remark  one  could  make  to  a  child, 
who  would  taste  it  on  the  sly  at  once.  By  your  remark  you  appear 
to  be  in  the  habit  of  serving  children  '? — Witness  :  I  do  occasionally 
if  I  know  tbem.  In  the  summer  time  the  quantity  we  sell  of  this 
fluid  for  scrubbing,  cleansing,  and  drainage  is  enormous. 

The  Coroner  :  Apparently  a  clear  evasion  of  the  Act  specially 
i  passed  to  prevent  you  selling  this  very  poison  Are  you  personally 
aware  that  what  you  sold  to  this  little  girl  was  a  dangerous 
poison  ? — Witness  :  Not  a  dangerous  poison,  for  it  does  not  contain 
3  per  cent,  of  carbolic  acid. 

The  Coroner  said  an  Act  was  passed  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
carbolic  acid  by  ordinary  shopkeepers,  yet  numbers  of  these 
deaths  still  occurred.  Grocers  and  oilmen  sell  this  fluid 
without  question  to  anyone,  without  any  poison-label,  and 
in  any  odd  bottle.  In  his  opinion  this  practice  is  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  law.  Poisons  are  supposed  to  be  labelled 
.  and  sent  out  in  specially-shaped  bottles,  yet  this  cheap 
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imitation — quite  as  effective  to  cause  death — is  sold  any- 
where. Dr.  Waldo  added  that  he  was  not  sufficiently 
conversant  with  the  terms  of  the  Act  to  be  able  to  say  that 
in  this  case  the  oilman  was  doirjg  anything  illegal,  but  he 
thought  the  Act  forbade  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  in  any 
form,  and  if  it  did  not,  it  was  the  clumsy  work  of  those  who 
drew  it  up,  for  that  was  the  object  of  the  promoters.  The 
Foreman  said  the  jury  considered  the  matter  should  be 
more  strictly  looked  into  to  satisfy  the  question  of  whether 
oilmen  could  legally  sell  any  fluid  containing  poison.  Dr. 
Powell,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  stated  that  deceased 
had  taken  about  2  oz.  of  creolin,  which  was  not  so  deadly 
as  pure  carbolic  acid,  but  was  sufficient  to  kill  an  adult.  He 
could  not  speak  of  the  sale  of  this  fluid  except  that  his 
hospital  had  numbers  of  cases  of  suicide,  attempted  suicide, 
or  accident  with  it. 

The  Coroner  :  Last  week  I  held  an  inquest  on  an  old  lady 
who  drank  it,  thinking  it  was  stout.  It  was  actually  on  her 
daughter's  table  in  a  jug.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in 
accordance  with  the  evidence,  and  added  a  rider  condemning 
the  sale  of  carbolic  in  any  form  by  unregistered  persons. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Twelve  poisoning  fatalities  have  occurred  during  the  week, 
eight  being  caused  by  scheduled  poisons.  Carbolic  acid 
caused  the  death  of  a  Wigan  mother  and  her  child,  a  Gorton 
woman,  a  commercial  traveller  at  Southampton,  and  a  young 
lady  named  Addingley,  who  lived  near  Pontefract.  Miss 
Addingley  had  obtained  some  pure  carbolic  acid  from  a  local 
chemist,  and  it  is  surmised  that  she  put  a  large  lump  of  the 
congealed  acid  in  her  tooth. — A  Hull  doctor  committed 
suicide  with  prussic  acid,  a  labourer  at  Binfield  took  cyanide 
of  potassium,  and  a  Portsmouth  woman  drank  a  fatal  quan- 
tity of  aconite-and-belladonna  liniment. — The  result  of  the 
inquest  on  the  bodies  of  the  three  men  who  were  suffocated  by 
fumes  at  the  Borstal  Cement-works,  Kochester,  has  proved 
that  the  deceased  lost  their  lives  through  inhaling  carbon- 
monoxide  gas.  The  carbonic  acid  formed  by  the  burning  of 
coal  at  the  foot  of  the  kiln  was  converted  into  carbon- 
monoxide  gas.  This  passes  through  the  red-hot  embers,  and 
the  carbon  monoxide  appears  on  the  surface  of  the  Are. — 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Clydach,  in  the  Swansea  Valley,  on 
f  December  5,  concerning  the  death  of  a  man  named  Kingdom, 
employed  at  the  Mond  Nickel-works.  Deceased  worked  in  a 
room  in  which  there  was  a  quantity  of  matte,  a  fine  brown 
powder,  for  protection  against  which  he  was  obliged  to  wear 
a  respirator.  On  the  previous  Saturday  he  complained  of 
headache,  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  the  chemist  employed  at  the 
works,  administered  to  him  some  oxygen  gas,  which  gave 
him  relief.  The  man,  however,  was  unable  either  to  eat  or 
to  sleep,  and  he  died  on  the  following  Tuesday.  Dr.  John 
Jones  had  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  but  he  was 
unable  to  certify  as  to  the  cause  of  death  There  were  no 
symptoms  of  carbonic- oxide  or  nickel  poisoning.  Mr.  A. 
Lewis,  factory  inspector,  intimated  that  he  should  ask  the 
Home  Office  to  make  an  independent  investigation. 


3rteb  mew0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Changes. 

Dr.  J.  C.  McWalttr  (Leonard  &  Co.),  of  Dublin,  is  starting 
a  branch  in  Belfast. 

Mr.  Arthur  Mayne,  X-harmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased 
Mr.  James  Selkirk's  interest  in  the  old-established  phar- 
macy, 7  Pembroke  Street,  Cork.  Mr.  Mayne  was  formerly 
with  Mr.  T.  R.  Lester,  Cork,  and  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long 
&  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin. 

Charge  of  Robbery. 

On  December  4  the  attention  of  Mr.  W.  Shaw,  druggist) 
Grosvenor  Road,  Belfast,  being  drawn  to  some  mischievous 
boys  outside  his  shop-window,  a  man  named  Sweeney  entered 
the  shop,  and,  it  is  alleged,  stole  some  stamps  and  13s.  9d. 


in  money  from  a  drawer  on  the  post-office  side  of  the  shop 
Mr.  Shaw  was  attacked  by  the  intruder,  but  succeeded  in 
raising  an  alarm.     Sweeney  was  captured  by  a  constable, 
charged  at  the  police-court  next  day,  and  remanded  for  a 
week  in  custody. 

Branded  Bottles  not  Wanted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  Grocers'  Association 
in  Belfast  on  December  6  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  : — 

That  we  consider  the  branding  of  bottles  with  the  names  of 
trading  firms  to  be  unnecessary,  and  intended  only  to  repress 
competition ;  and,  since  a  label  must  be  affixed  by  every  bottler  as 
a  description  of  contents  and  as  a  guarantee  to  the  consumer,  we 
emphatically  protest  against  the  introduction  of  this  annoying 
system,  and  call  upon  all  retail  licensed  traders  to  use  every  effort 
jo  bring  about  its  abolition. 

It  was  decided  to  send  copies  of  the  resolution  to,  amongst 
others,  the  Bottle  Exchange  and  the  Board  of  Trade. 


Scotch  IRem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Richard  Clark  (of  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co,  wholesale 
druggists,  Edinburgh)  has  been  re-elected  Chairman  of  the 
Edinburgh  Parish  Council,  and  also  Chairman  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Lunacy  Board. 

Football. 

T.  &  H.  Smith's  E.C.  v.  Edinburgh  Central  School  of 
Pharmacy. — At  Hawkhill  these  teams  met  on  December  6  to 
deciele  their  return  match.  A  pleasant  game  resulted  in  a 
win  for  Smith's  by  2  goals  to  1. 

A  Decayed  Industry. 

The  dismantling  of  the  Letham  Mill  farina-works,  near 
Arbroath,  closes  the  last  establishment  in  Scotland  for  the 
making  of  farina  for  manufacturing-purposes.  Not  many 
years  ago  the  industry  was  a  flourishing  one  in  Scotlancl, 
but  the  trade  has  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Germans. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Robert  Dunsire,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  commenced 
business  at  Windygates,  Cameron  Bridge,  Fife. 

Mr.  John  McNeil,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  carried  on  at  Lyndoch  Street,  Greenock,  by  Mr. 
J.  McKelvie  Farquhar. 

Mr.  R.  Gordon  Drummond,  chemist,  Falkirk,  has  recently 
greatly  improved  his  pharmacy,  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher 
&  Webb  (Limited)  carrying  out  the  alterations. 

Mr.  Alexander  Fraser,  chemist  and  druggist,  84  Comiston 
Road,  Edinburgh,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr. 
Roderick  MacLennan,  recently  with  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith 
&  Co. 

Mr.  Wm.  Pennie,  15  Merchant  Street,  Peterhead,  has  just 
had  complete  new  interior  shopfittings,  including  window- 
enclosures,  put  into  his  pharmacy  by  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool  and  London. 

Mr.  John  T.  Cran,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  Mr.  Patrick 
Burr,  chemist  and  druggist,  are  about  to  open  new  businesses 
in  the  Rosemount  district  of  Aberdeen.  It  is  also  rumoured 
that  there  is  to  be  a  new  pharmacy  opened  in  the  Mannsfield 
district. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Some  local  chemists,  who  must  have  bought  in  their  cod- 
liver  oil  before  the  rise,  are  offering  it  in  quart  bottles 
at  Is.  Id. 

The  custom  of  chemists  issuing  Christmas  calendars  is 
spreading  in  Glasgow.  Some  of'  the  present  year's  designs 
are  elegant  and  artistic. 
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The  list  of  lectures  arranged  by  the  Corporation  on  its 
different  public  enterprises  includes  one  by  Professor  F.  O. 
Bower  on  "  The  Botanic  Gardens." 

The  Kinninmont  medal  is  to  be  handed  to  Mr.  Lothian  on 
behalf  of  the  winner — Miss  A.  Barr,  Gourock — at  the  Glasgow 
School  of  Pharmacy  supper  on  December  16. 

A  Glasgow  wholesale  house,  which  is  developing  a  South 
African  trade,  has  just  despatched  a  large  opening  order  for 
the  South  African  Drug  Company,  Durban. 

The  Southern  Medical  Society  is  again  on  the  warpath. 
It  now  aims  at  nothing  less  than  the  absolute  restriction  of 
all  forms  of  medical  practice  to  duly  qualified  men. 

An  inspection  of  the  contents  of  chemists'  windows  in 
middle-class  and  working-class  districts  shows  that  there  is  a 
marked  tendency  towards  the  English  mixed  style  of 
business.  Several  City  chemists  make  gorgeous  Christmas 
window-displays  of  high-class  perfumes  and  fancy  goods. 

The  Glasgow  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  has 
been  honouring  its  venerable  Secretary  and  Librarian,  Dr. 
Duncan.  The  Faculty  has  had  his  portrait  painted  in  oils 
and  hung  in  the  Faculty  Hall.  Dr.  Duncan,  as  the  author 
of  "  Memorials  of  the  Faculty,"  has  collected  much  curious 
and  valuable  information  about  the  old  apothecaries,  "  sur- 
geon-druggists," and  "  farinacians  "  of  Glasgow.  Indeed,  his 
work  is  the  unique  authority  on  the  subject. 


jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Business  Change. — Messrs.  H.  Salle  &  Co.,  4  Rue  Elzevir, 
Paris,  have  admitted  into  partnership  M.  Alphonse  Michel 
(who  has  held  the  firm's  power-of-attorney  for  a  number  of 
years)  and  M.  Felix  Laurent,  pharmacien  de  le,e  classe.  The 
firm-name  will  remain  as  hitherto. 

A  Well-won  Prize. — Dr.  Bordas,  the  well-known  chemist 
and  the  Assistant- Director  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Labora- 
tory, has  been  awarded  the  Lacaze  prize  by  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  here  for  his  various  works  in  connection  with 
typhoid  fever.    This  prize  is  worth  10,000f.  (400?.). 

Academy  of  Medicine. — La  Vie  Illnstrce  has  some 
excellent  pictures  of  the  new  Academy  of  Medicine  and  its 
officers  in  the  issue  for  December  5.  Most  of  the  portraits 
are  of  the  "  At  Home  "  variety,  the  professors  being  in  their 
working  garb,  and  engaged  each  at  his  favourite  study. 

Pharmacists  on  Strike. — The  pharmacists  of  the  Cor- 
reze  Department,  who  sent  in  their  resignations  to  the  loca 
Public  Belief  Office  a  week  ago  on  account  of  reductions 
made  in  the  tariff  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  the  poor, 
have  been  promised  proper  consideration  by  the  General 
Council.  The  pharmacists  have  consequently  consented  to 
continue  the  service  pending  a  final  settlement  of  the  tariff 
in  dispute. 

Obituary. — The  death  is  just  announced  of  a  distinguished 
chemist,  M.  Pierre  Paul  Deherain,  at  the  age  of  72.  His 
principal  work  has  been  in  the  domain  of  agriculture,  and 
he  was  a  professor  at  the  Paris  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
He  was  a  prolific  writer  on  chemistry  as  applied  to  agri- 
cultural subjects,  and  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  last  Monday  homage  was  paid  to  his 
high  qualities  both  as  a  chemist  and  a  private  citizen. — 
French  science  has  experienced  a  further  loss  by  the 
death  of  M.  Paul  Gabriel  Hautefeuille,  whose  works  on 
mineralogy  and  the  physical  and  chemical  study  of  minerals 
are  well  known. 

Liquid  Carbonic  Acid.— A  Bill  has  recently  been  laid 
before  the  French  Parliament,  and  is  at  present  being 
examined  by  the  Customs  Committee,  proposing  a  specific 
duty  of  25f.  tariff  maximum  and  20f.  tariff  minimum  upon 
liquid  carbonic  acid,  in  place  of  the  present  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  encourage  the 
production  of  the  liquid  in  France,  the  rediscovery  being  due 
to  a  French  chemist  (M.  Thilorier),  by  reducing' the  competi- 
tion caused  by  the  importation  of  the  product  from  Germany, 
Belgium,  and  Switzerland.    The  use  of  liquid  carbonic  acid 


in  the  manufacture  of  mineral  waters  and  sparkling  wines- 
is  continually  on  the  increase.  Algerian  wines  received  at 
Hamburg  are  said  to  be  treated  with  carbonic  acid  and1 
exported  as  champagne,  which  may  account  to  some  extent 
for  the  falling-off  in  the  export  of  champagne  from  Fiance. 

Dr.  Loir  on  Rhodesia. — In  a  second  article  in  the 
lemps  Dr.  Loir,  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  gives  an  interesting 
account  of  the  history  of  Rhodesia  and  its  condition  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  open- 
minded  articles  on  South  Africa  that  have  appeared  in  the 
French  Press  for  some  years,  and  additional  interest  attaches 
to  it  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  comes  from  a  chemist.  Dr. 
Loir  considers  that ':  Rhodesia  is  a  country  well  adapted  foe 
a  great  future." 


Colonial  ano  foreign  Bern. 


Professor  Engler,  director  of  the  Botanical  Gardens  in 
Berlin,  has  returned  from  his  visit  to  East  Africa  with  a  lot 
of  good  things  for  the  Botanical  Gardens  and  Musenm. 

New  Museums. — An  historical  medicinal  pharmaceutical 
museum,  founded  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Daniels,  at  Amsterdam, -was 
opened  last  month. — A  national  museum  is  being  established 
in  Hamburg,  in  which  the  history  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy 
will  be  illustrated  in  two  rooms. 

Assistants'  Strike. — The  employes  in  the  pharmacies 
of  Cracow,  Lemberg,  and  other  Galician  towns  struck 
work  on  Sunday  last,  December  7.  They  demand  higher 
wages  and  shorter  days.  These  demands  having  been, 
refused,  he  work  has  had  to  be  attended  to  by  the  owners. 
Pharmacy  in  Austria  being  restricted,  there  is  nobody  to 
replace  the  strikers. 

Mulhausen  Prizes  are  again  offered  for  1903,  and  the 
subjects  are  the  same  as  noted  in  the  C.  cf  D.,  October  15, 
1901,  except  that  the  following  are  new  :  Medals  of  honour 
(1)  for  the  synthesis  of  cochineal  dyes,  (2)  for  theoretical 
and  practical  work  on  cochineal  carmine,  (3)  for  the  synthesis 
of  one  of  the  natural  dyes  used  in  trade,  and  (4)  for  the 
theory  of  the  formation  of  any  one  organic  natural  substance 
with  synthesis  of  the  same. 

One  Sovereign,  Two  Peoples. — The  Hungarian  Minister 
of  the  Interior  has  issued  orders  prohibiting  private  people 
procuring  allopathic  medicaments  and  specialities  from 
abroad  unless  they  obtain  special  permission  from  the 
authorities.  Pharniaceutisclie  Rtuidsehau  states  that  "  it  is 
obvious  that  the  order  is  chiefly  directed  against  Austria, 
as  Hungary  still  regards  it  as  foreign "  and  Hungary  is 
greatly  opposed  to  Austria  in  matters  pharmaceutical .  A 
short  time  ago  an  Austrian  pharmacist  was  refused  a  -con- 
cession for  a  pharmacy  in  Hungary. 

Foreign  Medicines  in  Russia. — The  following  regula- 
tions for  the  importation  of  foreign  medicines  into  Russia 
appear  in  the  Official  Messenger  of  October  31 :  "  In  order  to 
obtain  permission  to  import  foreign  medicines,  three  samples  • 
must  be  sent — one  must  be  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Medicine  (Meditsinski  Soviet)  for  examination;  a  second, 
after  examination  by  the  Board  of  Medicine,  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Customs  ;  and  a  third  to  the  St.  Petersburg  College 
of  Physicians  (Stoleetchnoe  Vratchebnoe  Otpravlenie)  for  its 
information,  together  with  notice  of  the  decision  arrived  at 
by  the  above-mentioned  Department  and  Board." 

Pharmacy  in  the  Soudan. — According  to  the  regulations- 
of  the  Khartoum  sanitary  authorities  a  licence  must  be 
taken  out  for  retailing  or  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retail, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons.  The  penalty  for  non- 
licensed  retailers,  or  infringements  of  the  provisions^  is 
considerable,  and  three  months'  imprisonment  may  be  given 
in  default  of  payment  of  the  fines.  The  regulation  schedule 
is  similar  to  the  British,  with  the  exception  that  cannabis 
indica  is  included  in  Part  1,  and  Part  2  contains  none  of  the 
later  admissions  to  the  original  British  schedule.  The 
adulteration  and  substitution  of  drugs  are  dealt  with  under 
the  Soudan  penal  code ;  offences  being  visited  by  fines  or 
imprisonment,  or  both.  Licences  must  also  be  obtained 
before  soap-making  or  aerated-water  manufacture  may  be 
carried  on. 
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South  Hfrican  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Not?.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz.  :  — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Transvaal  Imports. — The  value  of  the  imports  into  the 
Transvaal  for  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year  amounted  to 
9,241,131/.,  as  comparer!  with  2  429,438?.  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  The  Customs  duties  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  this  year  amounted  to  1,152,997/.,  as  compared 
with  352,046?.  in  1901. 

Moving  at  Last. — The  Cape  Government  has  just  voted 
nearly  3,000,000/.  for  the  improvement  of  the  ports  of  Cape 
Town,  Mossel  Bay,  Port  Elizabeth,  and  East  London.  With 
all  South  African  ports,  except  Cape  Town,  it  occurs 
frequently  that  steamers  during  bad  weather  proceed  on 
their  voyage  without  having  at  all  touched  the  coast. 
About  sixty  sea  miles  north  of  Cape  Town  there  is  a  natural 
port,  called  Saldanha  Bay,  in  which  the  depth  of  water  is 
from  five  to  eighteen  fathoms.  A  chain  of  rocks,  more  than 
a  nautical  mile  long,  forms  an  excellent  breakwater,  and 
gives  shelter  against  all  winds.  A  Commission  at  Cape 
Town  has  taken  the  matter  in  hand  in  order  to  make  Sald- 
hana  Bay  one  of  the  first  ports  in  South  Africa.  The  pre- 
liminary works  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  eighty  miles 
long,  which  is  to  connect  the  bay  with  the  station  at  Porter- 
ville  Road  on  the  main  line  between  Cape  Town  and 
Joliannesburg,  are  progressing.  Presh  water  will  be  pro- 
cured from  the  Great  Berg  Eiver.  The  matter  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Cape  Parliament  early  in  the  new  year,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  work  will  be  finished  in 
about  two  years'  time. 

There  is  Considerable  Dissatisfaction  in  Johannes- 
burg regarding  the  appointment  of  chemist  to  Lord  Milner. 
In  March,  1901,  when  none  of  the  British  chemists  from  the 
Rand  were  allowed  to  leave  their  regiments,  a  permit  was 
granted  in  Cape  Town  to  the  gentleman  now  appointed  to 
proceed  to  Johannesburg,  where  he  opened  a  chemist's  store 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  city.  He  was  there  many  months 
before  volunteer  chemists  were  allowed  to  reopen,  and, 
unlike  others,  seemed  to  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
permits  for  goods  to  arrive  from  the  coast,  consequently 
always  had  a  fair  stock.  He  charged  stiff  prices.  It  is  felt 
locally  that  the  appointment  as  chemist  and  pharmacist  to 
his  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner  should  have  been 
given  to  a  British  chemist  in  business  on  the  Rand  who 
served  on  the  veld  during  the  recent  war.  The  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  adds  our  correspondent,  "  all 
wonder  how  it  is  done.  No  one  can  accuse  the  British 
chemists  of  the  Transvaal  of  fighting  for  pecuniary  gain  or 
position,  as,  if  that  had  been  the  case,  they  were  evidently 
fighting  on  the  wrong  side."  The  gentleman  referred  to  is 
Mr.  Moritz  Aron  Lewis,  who  passed  the  Minor  examination  in 
London  on  October  4,  1895,  having  studied  at  the  West- 
minster College  of  Pharmacy.  He  was,  we  understand,  in 
Johannesburg  before  the  war. 


^Kftestmmster  Wisoom. 

"iFrom  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 

The  Patents  Bill. 

The  Commons  on  Tuesday  evening  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments on  this  Bill  made  by  the  House  of  Lords. 

Irish  Dispensary  Appointments. 

Mr.  Tully,  the  leading  spirit  in  the  Nationalist  revolt,  has 
had  on  the  papers  recently  a  dozen  questions  about  dispen- 
sary appointments  in  Ireland.    One  of  these,  put  this  week, 


is  a  sample  of  the  others.  It  was  to  ask  whether  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  had  his  attention  directed  to  a  meeting  of 
medical  men  at  Drogheda,  when  it  was-agreed  not  to  accept 
the  vacant  Drumconrath  appointment  at  a  less  salary  than 
200/.  a  year,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  medical  men  in  Galway 
had  passed  a  similar  resolution  regarding  vacant  dispensary 
appointments  in  their  county.  Mr.  Wyndham  replied  that 
he  had  been  kept  posted  up  in  reference  to  both  matters,  but 
he  could  not  pledge  the  Local  Government  Board  to  secure 
the  payment  of  larger  salaries  to  Irish  Poor-law  doctors. 

Interesting  Postal  Question. 

Sir  Thomas  Dewar  has  raised  the  interesting  point  of 
whether  it  would  be  desirable  at  the  next  congress  of  the 
Postal  Union  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the  rate 
of  postage  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  Continent.  It 
is  generally  admitted  that  the  rate  of  2,\d.  the  half-ounce  is 
a  considerable  handicap  upon  merchants  and  others  having 
business  relations  with  the  Continent.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  stated  that  no  correspondence  has  yet  taken 
place  between  the  representatives  of  the  countries  in  the 
Postal  Union,  and  as  at  present  advised  he  does  not  propose 
to  instruct  the  British  delegates  to  raise  the  question  at  the 
next  congress,  "  though  I  should,  of  course,  be  prepared,"  he 
adds,  "  to  give  careful  consideration  to  any  proposal  made 
by  foreign  administrations  on  the  subject." 

Austrian  Raw  Sugar. 

The  Austro-Hungarian  Sugar  Cartel  is  reported,  according 
to  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  to  have  been  renewed  for  twelve 
months  from  the  beginning  of  November,  or  until  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  Sugar  Convention,  which  is  fixed  for  Sep- 
tember 1,  1903.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  propose  to  Parliament  measures  for  counter- 
vailing any  bounty  that  may  arise  from  the  action  of  this 
Cartel  between  now  and  the  end  of  August  next.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  also  intimated  that  in 
the  event  of  the  Convention  coming  into  operation  suitable 
measures  will  have  to  be  taken  by  the  Customs  to  distinguish 
sugar  coming 'from  foreign  countries  which  grant  bounties. 


Business  Changes. 


Mr.  A.  H.  Holden,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  transferred 
his  business  to  7  Wellington  Street,  Barnsley. 

Mr.  B.  B.  Abelson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
business  at  267  East  India  Dock  Road,  Poplar,  E. 

Mr.  J.  H.  S.  Lewin,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  167  Mare  Street  to  86  Well  Street,  Hackney,  N.E. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Pettinger,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening 
new  premises  at  17  College  Parade,  Brondesbury  Park,  N.W. 

Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Zimmermann,  wholesale  chemical-agents, 
have  removed  from  9  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.,  to  3 Lloyds 
Avenue,  E.C. 

Mr.  R.  BlAckie,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Parker's  Row, 
Bermondsey,  S.E.,  is  opening  a  branch  at  154  High  Street, 
Peckham,  S.E. 

Mr.  John  George  Twigg,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
acquired  the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Fletcher 
at  Queen  Street,  Withernsea. 

Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  have  established  labora- 
tories and  warehouses  at  65  Harmood  Street,  N.W.,  which 
are  now  in  full  working  order. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Phillips,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  O.  R.  Windemer,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
at  126  Camden  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Mr.  John  Stovin,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  some  time 
manager  to  Mrs.  J.  E.  Ryder,  Teignmouth,  is  about  to  com- 
mence business  at  Lyme  Regis,  Dorset. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken 
over  the  business  at  3  Murton  Terrace,  South  Gosforth, 
formerly  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Swire  &.  Co. 

Mr.  R.  Hall,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  J.  Bartleet  at  3  Monte  Cristo  Parade, 
Newington  Green,  N.,  recently  belonging  to  Mrs.  Deane. 
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IResearcb  in  tbe  Sufcan. 

Send-off  to  Dr.  Andrew  Balfour. 


Andrew  Balfour. 


WHEN  Lord  Kitchener  broke  the  Mahdi's  rule,  and 
returned  to  London  at  the  completion  of  many  years' 
patient  labour,  he  asked  his  fellow-countrymen  to  keep 
General  Gordon's  memory  green  by  founding  on  the  banks 
of  the  Nile  at  Khartoum  a  college  for  the  instruction  of  the 
native  youth  in  modern  learning.  This  was  done.  A  year 
later  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome  was  at  Khartoum,  and  found 
that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  scientific  research. 
There  was  abundance  of  work  to  do,  and  he  offered  to  equip 

laboratories  for  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  re- 
search. His  offer  was 
accepted,  and  now  a  young 
Edinburgh  University 
graduate  (Dr.  Andrew 
Balfour)  is  going  out  to 
Khartoum  to  direct  the 
work  in  the  laboratories. 
On  Monday  evening,  De- 
cember 8.  Mr.  Wellcome 
capped  his  generosity  by 
inviting  about  a  hundred 
leaders  in  medicine  and 
science  to  meet  Dr.  Bal- 
four at  dinner  in  the 
Princes'  Kestaurant,  Picca- 
dilly, on  the  eve  of  his  departure,  and  the  event  was  one  of 
those  kindly  compliments  to  a  man  in  his  lifetime  which 
few  have  the  gift  of  arranging.  Dr.  Balfour,  we  may  say, 
is  a  Scot  of  all-round  ability — modest,  patient,  and  clever. 
He  took  his  M.B.,  CM.,  in  Edinburgh  in  1894,  following 
that  with  the  B.Sc.  in  the  Public  Health  Department, 
and  with  D.P.H.  of  Cambridge  University  in  1897,  the  next 
year  securing  the  gold  medal  at  Edinburgh  for  his  M.D. 
thesis.  He  has  filled  various  medical  posts,  worked  on 
typhoid  fever,  and  has  whiled  away  the  tedium  of  bacterio- 
logical research  by  writing,  under  another  name,  two  clever  and 
entertaining  novels.  To  meet  him  on  Monday  evening  there 
were  present,  amongst  others,  Sir  R.  Douglas  Powell,  Bart., 
M.D.  (who  sat  beside  him  on  the  right  of  the  host),  Professor 
H.  E.  Armstrong,  F.R.S.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Balfour  Browne,  K.C., 
Mr.  H.  Collin  Smith,  Trustee  of  the  Gordon  Memorial  College 
and  ex-Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  James  Cantlie, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  Dr.  Harvey  Littlejohn  ;  while  on  the  left  or 
elsewhere  were  Sir  H.  M.  Stanley,  G.C.B.,  Sir  Dyce  Duck- 
worth, Dr.  Patrick  Manson,  F.R.S.,  Mr.  W.  G.  Piper  (Mel- 
bourne), Mr.  Claridge  Druce,  Mr.  T.  Tyrer,  Mr.  J.  Morgan 
Richards,  and  Mr.  Watson  Will,  besides  many  medical 
notabilities.  Dr.  Power,  Mr.  Clay  Sudlow,  and  Dr.  Dowson 
were  the  vice-chairmen. 

The  reception-room  contained  a  magnificent  collection  of 
Sudan  relics  and  photographs  made  by  Mr.  Wellcome  during 
his  visit,  and  the  dining-hall  walls  were  covered  with 
specimens  of  Sudan  carpets,  garments,  armour,  and  weapons, 
also  collected  by  the  host.  Each  guest  received  a  souvenir 
in  the  shape  of  a  booklet  dealing  with  Egyptian  antiquities. 
After  "The  King  "had  been  toasted,  Mr.  Wellcome  intimated 
apologies  from  Sir  William  Huggins  (President  of  the  Royal 
Society),  Sir  William  Taylor  (Director-General,  Army  Medical 
Department),  Dr.  Louis  Cobbett,  Dr.  John  Attfield,  and  Sir 
J.  Crichton  Browne.  Then  Mr.  Balfour  Browne,  in  a  Clevel- 
and witty  speech,  proposed  "  The  Rescuers  and  Adminis- 
strators  of  the  Sudan,"  and  was  followed  by  Sir  H.  M. 
Stanley,  who  gave  "  Success  to  the  Gordon  Memorial 
College."  The  veteran  explorer  entranced  the  company  by 
his  earnestness  and  eloquence.  Sir  Henry  grows  more  and 
more  like  David  Livingstone,  the  man  whom  he  found  in 
the  depths  of  Africa,  and  his  experience  of  African  peoples 
makes  him  almost  bigoted  in  belief  of  their  possibilities. 
As  he  told  of  churches  and  cathedrals  built,  railways  laid, 
steamers  put  together  and  launched,  and  many  other  marks 
of  civilisation  accomplished  in  the  Congo  by  men  whom  he 
found  cannibalistic  savages  five-and-twenty  years  ago,  he 
prepared  his  hearers  for  the  striking  peroration  wherein  he 
declared  that  the  children  of  the  Sudan  are  the  children  of 


the  ages.  Mr.  Collin  Smith  replied,  acknowledging  on 
behalf  of  his  fellow-trustees  their  appreciation  of  Mr. 
Wellcome's  generosity  and  perspicacity. 

In  proposing  "  The  Guest  of  the  Evening,"  Mr.  Wellcome 
told  how  during  his  visit  to  the  Sudan  he  found  that  no  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  laboratories,  and  from  what  he  saw 
he  considered  there  were  exceptional  opportunities  for 
research.  Khartoum  has  the  most  healthful  climate  on 
earth,  he  said,  yet  near  at  hand  some  tropical  diseases  are  at 
their  worst,  and  little  more  than  a  day's  .iourney  from  the 
city  he  found  an  island  where  every  one  of  the  inhabitants 
was  stricken  with  malaria.  What  an  opportunity,  he 
thought,  for  a  Manson  or  a  Ross!  Mr.  Wellcome  spoke  of 
several  ailments  which  are  prevalent  in  the  Sudan,  of  native 
treatment,  and  native  remedies,  and  expressed  a  high 
opinion  of  the  intelligence  of  the  natives.  Finally,  he 
referred  to  Dr.  Balfour's  gifts— his  energy,  enthusiasm,  zeal, 
and  patience— and  asked  the  company  to  drink  to  his 
success.  The  last  word  had  scarce  been  heard  when  the 
skirl  of  the  bagpipes  came  from  the  reception-room,  and 
two  pipers  marched  round  the  tables,  most  of  the  guests 
catching  the  mood  of  the  moment  and  giving  Dr.  Balfour 
Highland  honours  (right  foot  on  the  table  and  left  on  the 
chair,  with  a  "hooch  "). 

Dr.  Balfour's  response  was  modest.  First,  he  referred  to 
his  host's  farsightedness  and  generosity  in  founding  the 
Khartoum  laboratories,  the  equipment  of  which  was  the 
very  best,  for  Mr.  Wellcome  had  taken  as  his  motto  "  Ask, 
and  ye  shall  receive."  Dr.  Balfour  spoke  of  the  work  on 
tropical  diseases  done  by  Dr.  Patrick  Manson  and  Major 
Ross,  told  how  he  had  studied  under  the  former,  and  although 
"  it's  an  ill  bird  that  files  its  ain  nest,"  he  regretted  the  back- 
wardness of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  in  the  study  of  tropical 
diseases.  There  were  a  few  jokes  in  the  speech.  One, 
referring  to  his  approaching  departure,  recalled  the  story  of 
the  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  man  (coloured)  who  was 
captured  by  cannibals,  and  was  only  saved  by  the  chief 
recognising  in  the  captive's  blazer  his  own  College 
colours. 

This  takes  us  but  halfway  through  the  speeches.  Mr. 
Cantlie  gave  "Tropical  Medicine,"  for  which  Dr.  Patrick 
Manson  replied,  paying  a  tribute  to  Mr.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain's encouragement  of  the  London  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine,  and  announcing  that  one  of  its  pupils  has  dis- 
covered the  filaria  which  causes  the  sleeping  sickness.  Then 
Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  gave  "Chemical  Research,"  instancing 
the  Chairman's  firm  as  one  in  the  forefront  of  such  work 
Professor  Armstrong,  who  replied,  endorsed  this  observation 
with  a  large  sujiplement,  stating  that  the  work  of  Dr.  Power, 
Dr.  Jowett,  and  others  in  the  Wellcome  Chemical-research 
Laboratories  was  recognised  by  the  scientific  world,  and 
adding  that  pessimism  regarding  British  industries  would 
vanish  if  manufacturers  would  follow  the  example  which 
Mr.  Wellcome  had  set  them.  Sir  Douglas  Powell  submitted 
"  Bacteriological  Research,"  for  which  Mr.  A.  G.  R.  Foulerton, 
F.R.C.S.,  replied.  The  last  item  on  the  toast-list  was-* 
"  Science  Applied  to  Industries — May  the  Empire  '  Wake 
up.' "  Mr.  Gordon  Salamon  proposed  this,  and  Mr.  Tyrer 
responded  ;  while  Dr.  Harvey  Littlejohn  brought  the  pro 
ceedings  to  a  fitting  conclusion  with  the  health  of  Mr. 
Wellcome,  and  thanked  him  for  the  magnificent  generosity 
which  had  inspired  him  to  give  Khartoum  a  laboratory. 
Mr.  Wellcome  having  replied  in  a  sentence,  "  Good  night  " 
was  said  about  12  o'clock. 


Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  are  opening  additional  branches 
at  89  High  Road,  Kilburn,  N.W.,  and  at  5  Euston  Road, 
N.W. 

Messrs.  Brickell  &  Jones,  store  chemists,  have  taken 
premises  at  295  High  Road,  Kilburn,  N.W.,  which  they  will 
open  as  soon  as  the  necessary  alterations  are  completed. 

Mr.  Robert  Smith  Angus,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stone- 
well,  Lancaster,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  J. 
Waddington,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  Euston  Road,  More^. 
cambe.  Mr.  Angus  will  now  have  a  business  at  each 
terminus  of  the  Lancaster  and  District  tramway  from 
Lancaster  to  Morecambe.  At  the  Lancaster  County  Petty 
Sessions  on  December  6,  Mr.  Angus  was  granted  a  temporary 
transfer  of  the  wine-licence  held  by  Mr.  Waddinsrton. 
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Winter  Sesaion. 


Chemical  Society. 

'Ax  the  meeting  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday  evening, 
December  4,  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  F.R.S.  (Vice-President),  was  in 
the  chair,  and  the  first  paper  read  was  by  Mr.  Holland 
Orqmpton  on  "  The  Specific  Heats  of  Liquids."  The  author 
■endeavoured  to  show  that  it  is  possible  to  assign  a  value  to 
the  diminution  of  intermolecular  attraction  produced  by 
heating  a  liquid,  and  from  this  to  calculate,  by  reversing  the 
operation,  the  molecular  heat.    The  next  paper  was  on 

The  Constitution  of  Enolic  Benzoylcamphor. 

"la  this  Dr.  M.  0.  Forster  dealt  with  the  action  of  various 
teagents  upon  this  substance.  When  oxidised  with  chromic 
-acid  eamphorquinone  is  formed,  and  when  treated  with 
(phosphorus  pentachloride,  phenylchloromethylenecamphor 
is  prsdaoed,  whilst  on  reduction  by  sodium  amalgam  a 
mixture  of  benzylidenecamphor  and  benzylcamphor  is 
crbfcaimed,  all  of  which  go  to  prove  that  the  substance  is  not 
heazoyl  enolic  camphor,  as  the  author  at  first  supposed,  but 
enolic  benzoyleamphor — i.e.,  it  is  the  carbonyl  group  of  the 
foeriEoyl  radical,  which  has  become  enolic,  owing  to  the 
"  wandering "  of  a  hydrogen  atom  from  the  carbon  of 
camphor. 

Benzoyl  Derivatives  of  Isonitrosocamphor. 

Dr.  Forster  also  described  two  isomerides  obtained  by  the 
action  of  benzoyl  chloride  on  isonitrosocamphor,  one  of 
which  crystallises  in  large  yellow  prisms,  and  is  a  true 
benzoyl  derivative  of  this  substance,  and  a  second  which 
crystallises  in  colourless  laminae,  and  does  not  regenerate 
the  camphor  derivative  on  hydrolysis. 

Brs.  Crossley  and  Le  Seur  described  a  number  of  chloro- 
derivatives  they  have  obtained  by  the  action  of  phosphorus 
lialoids  on  the  so-called  dimethyldihydroresorcinol. 

New  Fellows. 

Among  the  Fellows  elected  were  the  following  pharma- 
cists :  Mr.  H.  Blair,  now  a  compounder  of  medicines  at  No.  3 
Hospital,  Kroonstad ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Grimwade,  B.Sc,  of 
Melbourne  ;  M.  E.  Liotard,  of  Nice ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Sampson, 
formerly  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy ;  and 
Mr.  W.  C.  White,  of  Messrs.  Curling,  Wyman  &  Co.'s 
laboratories. 

Professor  Dunstan  Resigning. 

"We  understand  that  a  petition  promoted  by,  or  "at  least 
:  signed  by,  a  number  of  influential  provincial  Fellows  of  the 
Society,  and  a  few  Fellows  resident  in  London,  is  being 
circulated  among  selected  members  of  the  Society  for 
signature.  It  asks  the  Council,  in  view  of  the  approaching 
resignation  of  the  senior  Secretary  (Professor  Dunstan),  to 
take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  limiting  the  period 
•during  which  the  secretaryship  may  be  held,  and  so  give  the 
younger  Fellows  of  the  Society  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
experience  in  this  honourable  official  position.  It  is  pointed 
■  out  that  such  a  limitation  has  already  been  enforced  by  the 
Royal  Society.  The  petition  is  being  extensively  signed,  and 
the  signatories  appear  to  have  no  doubt  that  the  Society  is 
capable  of  furnishing  a  continual  succession  of  young 
chemists  with  sufficient  administrative  capacity,  tact,  and 
.prestige,  to  occupy  the  position. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was 
held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  December  4.  Mr.  Latreille 
'(the  President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Arrowsmith 
■read  an  interesting  paper  upon  the 

Bitter  Waters  of  Hungary. 
Mr.  Arrowsmith,  who,  from  his  connection  with  the 
-Apollinaris  Company,  is  well  qualified  to  speak  on  the 
subject,  dealt  .first  with  the  historical  aspect;  secondly,  the 
geological  formation  of  the  soil ;  and,  thirdly,  the  method  of 
taking  the  waters  The  baths  and  springs  at  Buda  Pesth 
'have  been  known  for  eighteen  centuries;  some  of  the 
^thermal  baths  used  by  the  Romans  are  in  use  now,  and  the 


sulphurous  water  which  they  considered  curative  has  the 
same  reputation  to-day.  ,  The  chief  of  these  baths  is  now 
called  the  Kaiserbad.  It  was  not  until  mediaeval  times, 
however,  that  mention  was  made  of  a  cold  mineral  spring 
near  Buda  Pesth,  and  the  exact  site  of  this  is  now  uncertain. 
The  springs  in  and  near  Buda  Pesth  consist  of  three  classes : 
sulphurous,  ferruginous,  and  bitter.  The  speaker  then  gave 
an  interesting  description  of  Buda  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Danube,  and  Pesth  on  the  left  bank,  the  two  being  united 
by  three  bridges.  Between  the  two,  and  above  the  bridges, 
is  Margaret  Island,  about  a  mile  in  length  by  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  in  breadth.  A  mineral  spring  on  the  island  yields 
180,000  cubic  feet  of  water  in  twenty-four  hours,  but  the  hot 
mineral  spring  is  now  the  chief  attraction.  The  bath-house 
contains  over  100  separate  baths,  and  is  one  of  the  finest 
establishments  of  its  kind  to  be  found  anywhere.  Mineral 
water  is  also  obtained  on  Palatine  Island  from  one  of  the 
deepest  artesian  wells  in  the  world.  About  half -an- hour's 
drive  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Danube  brings  the  traveller 
to  the  spot  where  the  bitter  waters  are  found.  The  wells 
are  in  a  wide  plain  surrounded  by  hills,  whereon  the  best 
grapes  to  be  found  in  Hungary  grow.  The  presence  of  these 
waters  was  accidentally  discovered  by  a  market-gardener  in 
1853,  since  when  they  have  become  increasingly  popular. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  soil  in  which  the  waters 
take  their  rise  is  as  follows  :  First,  the  surface-layer,  3  feet 
to  5  feet  thick,  consisting  of  mould  and  clay ;  secondly,  a 
stratum,  3  feet  to  6  feet  thick,  consisting  of  gravel  and  sand ; 
thirdly,  a  stratum  of  compact  impervious  blue  clay,  which 
goes  down  to  a  depth  of  about  200  feet.  The  mineral  spring 
is  found  in  the  stratum  of  sand  and  gravel,  so  that  the  wells 
are  generally  only  about  9  feet  to  14  feet  deep.  The  waters, 
on  an  average,  contain  the  following  salts  : — 


Magnesium  sulphate  

Magnesium  carbonate 
Magnesium  bromide... 
Soclic  sulphate 
Calcic  sulphate 
Potassic  sulphate 
Soclic  chloride... 
Fluorine 
Sodic  carbonate 

Calcic  carbonate   

Ferrous  carbonate  ... 
Ammonia  (free  and  albuminoid) 

Alumina   

Silica  


Parts  in  10,000 
...  210-6 

1-82 

0T2 
...  186-84 

0-84 

0-  75 
...  17-69 

traces 
4-78 

1-  17 
0-77 
0.0005 
0-30 
0-32 


452-3 


Perhaps  one  of  the  most  useful  portions  of  the  lecture  was 
that  in  which  the  proper  way  to  take  the  water  was  noted. 
The  waters  should  be  taken  in  doses  just  sufficient  to  product 
one  easy  stool  after  breakfast.  This  dose,  in  ordinary  cases, 
is  from  half  to  one  wineglassful,  put  into  a  tumbler  and  filled 
up  with  hot  water.  This  should  not  be  drunk  off  at  once, 
but  slowly  sipped  while  dressing.  Taken  thus,  it  does  not 
accumulate  in  the  stomach,  but  is  readily  absorbed.  It 
clears  off  all  accumulated  mucus  and  prepares  the  stomach 
for  its  fresh  digestive  duties.  By  sipping  the  water  it  acts 
chiefly  upon  the  liver,  increasing  the  hepatic  secretion, 
without  producing  an  active  purgation.  If  required  as  a 
purge,  the  dose  should  be  swallowed  at  once,  either  with  or 
without  the  addition  of  hot  water,  as  may  be  found  to  pro- 
duce the  best  effect.  Mr.  Arrowsmith  then  gave  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  treatment  generally  followed  at  a  foreign  spa, 
such  as  Carlsbad.  It  is  by  no  means  difficult,  he  said,  to 
reproduce  these  conditions  at  home.  The  active  curative 
agent  at  the  spas  is  the  local  natural  mineral  water.  The 
Hungarian  bitter  waters  might  be  effectually  used  at  home 
under  similar  dietetic  regulations,  with  the  injunction  to 
avoid  any  but  the  most  sparing  and  simple  diet,  and  to  keep 
as  much  as  possible  in  the  fresh  air  while  taking  moderate 
exercise.  The  paper  concluded  by  quoting  what  medical 
men  have  said  as  to  the  value  of  bitter  waters.  One 
characteristic  renders  their  operation  distinctive — they  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  with  a  relatively  small  quantity  of 
purgative  material,  a  quantity  immensely  below  that  which 
is  found  necessary  in  the  use  of  a  crude  drug. 

A  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  to  which 
Mr.  Arrowsmith  brefly  responded,  and  was  accorded  a  vote 
of  thanks. 
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School  of  Pharmacy  Students'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Lecture  Theatre,  17  Bloornsbury 
Square,  on  December  5.  Mr.  Paterson  was  chairman,  and 
there  was  a  good  attendance  of  students.  The  Chairman 
announced  that,  owing  to  ill-health,  Professor  Blwin  was 
unable  to  address  the  meeting  as  had  been  arranged,  but 
that  Mr.  T.  E.  Wallis  would  give  a  demonstration  on  "  Insect 
Anatomy."  With  the  aid  of  some  excellent  microscopic  and 
lantern  slides  Mr.  Wallis  then  described  in  some  detail  the 
various  organs  of  insects,  and  illustrated  the  differences 
between  the  various  classes  and  orders  of  insect  life.  At  the 
close  of  the  address  a  few  questions  were  asked,  and,  replies 
having  been  given,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wallis 
brought  an  enjoyable  and  instructive  meeting  to  a  close. 


Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  3, 
Mr.  W.  Giles  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  An  animated 
discussion  occurred  on  the  advisability  of  a 

Test-case 

on  the  titles  question,  but  none  of  the  members  present 
favoured  taking  any  action  in  the  matter,  and  ultimately 
Mr.  Paterson  proposed,  and  Mr.  Hay  seconded,  the  following 
motion,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

That  this  meeting  considers  it  inadvisable  to  urge  on  the  pro- 
ceedings with  a  "  test-case  "  on  the  question  of  title,  feeling  that 
the  time  and  expense  involved  in  doing  so  could  be  better  employed 
in  furthering  fresh  legislation  to  make  the  position  clear  as  to  this 
and  other  matters  in  the  Pharmacy  Acts  requiring  adjustment,  and 
they  recommend  this  course  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  Cruickshank  (Secretary)  proposed  that 

More  Frequent  Meetings 

of  the  Association  be  held  throughout  the  winter,  at  which 
members  might  discuss  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament  of 
interest  to  chemists,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
arrange  previous  to  each  meeting  the  various  points  to  be 
discussed.  He  said  there  was  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that 
many  chemists  were  woefully  ignorant  of  the  legislation 
affecting  them,  and  would  be  pleased  to  remain  in  this  con- 
dition so  long  as  they  were  unmolested.  Hardly  a  week 
passed  without  some  prosecutions  under  one  or  more  of  these 
Acts,  and  he  referred  to  a  recent  case  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  in  which  a  chemist  was  prosecuted  and  fined, 
who,  if  he  had  been  at  all  conversant  with  the  Acts,  could 
effectually  have  stayed  the  prosecution,  owing  to  the  clumsy 
manner  in  which  the  samples  had  been  divided  and  sealed. 

Mr.  C.  Simpson  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Paterson  then  read,  his  report  on  the 

P.A.T.A  Convention, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  said  the  description  of  it — 
"  hi»tory-ruaking"and"epoch-making"-  -was  not  too  extreme. 
The  character  of  the  meeting,  the  enthusiasm  manifested, 
and  the  reasonable  attitude  assumed  by  the  delegates  in 
discussing  points  on  which  strong  and  diverse  opinions  were 
held,  all  went  to  show  that  there  need  be  no  difficulty  in 
having  the  various  questions  confronting  the  trade  thoroughly 
discussed.  So  powerful  a  body  of  opinion  would  give  the 
needed  unity  and  impetus  for  successfully  coping  with  and 
improving  the  present  unsatisfactory  trade  condition. 
He  judged  that  the  success  of  the  Convention  augurs  well 
for  the  future  of  pharmacy.  The  contact  of  delegates  having 
differing  experiences  was  of  the  greatest  advantage,  and 
enabled  a  surer  judgment.  This  was  exemplified  several 
times  during  the  Convention  by  delegates  stating  that  they 
had  been  sent  to  support  a  certain  view,  but  after  having 
heard  the  discussion,  and  pondered  on  the  information  im- 
parted, they  felt  themselves  constrained  to  give  their 
adhesion  to  the  views  accepted  by  the  Convention.  The 
Convention  was  besides  worth  all  the  time  and  trouble 
expended  upon  it  in  bringing  the  knowledge  of  its  power 
before  chemists  and  others.  It  was  made  clear,  Mr.  Paterson 
continued,  by  several  of  the  proprietors  that  they  looked 
askance  at  the  P.A.T.A.,  because  it  had  not  anything  like 
general  support  from  the  trade,  and  he  therefore  urged  upon 


members  the  necessity  of  strengthening  the  P.A.T.A.  by 
giving  it  hearty  support.  Now  that  the  work  of  the  Poisons 
Committee  is  ended,  legislation  of  some  kind  will  probably 
follow.  Chemists  ought  therefore  to  guide  it  as  far  as 
possible  into  lines  that  will  secure  to  them  the  full  fruit 
of  the  time,  labour,  and  expense  required  to  fit  them  as 
pharmacists. 

Mr.  Paterson  was  thanked  by  the  Chairman  for  his 
excellent  report. 


Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  December  10,  a  meeting  of  the 
members  was  held  at  the  Koyal  Hotel,  College  Green,  and 
was  largely  attended.  Mr.  B.  F.  Young  (the  President) 
occupied  the  chair.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  SL 
Boorne)  reported  on  steps  that  were  being  taken  in  pre- 
paring for  the 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
which  is  to  be  held  in  Bristol  next  summer;  aDd  there  was 
an  informal  discussion  upon  various  matters  of  detail.  It 
was  intimated  that  representatives  of  the  Association  will 
visit  London  next  week  to  attend  the  Executive-meeting; 
and  one  of  the  matters  that  will  then  be  brought  forward 
will  be  the  confirmation  of  the  date  suggested  for  the- 
Conference — namely,  the  week  commencing  July  Zl. 

Other  Business. 

The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Matthews)  reported  that  a  subscrip- 
tion of  51.  5s.  had  been  sent  to  the  Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund 
in  London. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Plumley  remarked  that  several  local  chemists 
had  asked  him  what  was  the  value  of  the  Association,  and 
I  he  suggested  that  these  gentlemen  should  be  informed  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  such  local  organisations  no  P.A.T.A. 
Conventi  >n  would  have  been  held  and  no  Drug-trade  Appeal 
Fund  would  have  been  formed.  He  thought  a  strong 
argument  for  such  a  useful  institution  and  the  practical 
work  it  was  doing  should  bring  men  into  its  ranks. 

Subsequently  the  members  of  the  Association  supped 
together  at  the  hotel,  Mr.  Young  presiding.  After  the  meal 
a  brief  toast-list  was  gone  through.  Mr.  J.  G.  Plumley  and 
Mr.  G.  T.  Turner  reported  that  they  had  attended  the  Con- 
vention recently  held  in  London,  and  they  were  thanked  for 
their  services. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association!. 

At  the  Church  House,  Dewsbury,  on  Monday,  December  8," 
Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw,  of  Hudders field,  President  of  the 
Federation  of  West  Riding  Associations,  read  a  paper  on 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Referring  in  the  course  of  it  to  the  Federation  of  West 
Riding  Associations,  he  said  he  agreed  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  should  have  the  first  claim,  but  local 
associations  were  formed  to  deal  with  the  material  side  of 
their  calling.  One  of  the  faults  of  the  Society  was  that  it 
had  not  kept  the  material  side  in  line  with  the  educational 
and  ideal  side,  hence  the  small  support  accorded  to  it  by 
registered  chemists.  The  infusion  of  a  little  more  trade- 
unionism  was  wanted.  The  spirit  of  local  federations  was 
the  spirit  of  trade-unionism,  and  why  should  they  be 
ashamed  of  it  ?  In  the  subsequent  discussion  Mr,  S.  N. 
Pickard  advocated  compulsory  registration  as  the  only 
means  of  securing  to  the  Society  adequate  support. 

Mr.  W.  Stead  said  that  outside  grumblers  had  no  right 
to  criticise  the  Society.  Mr.  Barker  thought  territorial 
representation  was  a  splendid  idea.  Mr.  R.  Broadhead  re- 
marked that  the  Society  had  always  been  hampered  in  going 
to  Parliament  by  the  fact  that  it  had  such  a  small  following. 
The  draft  Bill  might  be  a  good  measure,  but  it  would  do 
more  to  increase  stringency  of  their  conditions  than  it  "would 
do  good.  He  also  referred  to  titles.  The  President  (Mr. 
R.  Gledhill)  spoke  in  favour  of  a  redistribution  of  seats,  and 
of  the  difficulties  of  local  secretaries  in  obtainiug  members 
for  the  Society.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  cordially  passed  te» 
Mr.  Walshaw  for  his  paper.  .  . 
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Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Drug-gists' 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association. 

This  Association  held  a  meeting  on  December  3  in  the 
new  headquarters  at  Shepherd's  Hall,  25  Bath  Street,  when 
Mr.  B.  Cockburn  delivered  an  instructive  lecture  on  "  Botanic 
Gardens."  Mr.  Cockburn  illustrated  the  lecture  with  a 
number  of  lantern-slides  prepared  by  himself,  and  demon- 
strated very  effectively  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  visit 
to  a  botanic  garden  by  every  student  of  botany. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

The  spirited  character  of  this  Association  was  sustained  at 
the  meeting  of  members  on  December  9,  when,  although 
the  attendance  was  not  large — comprising  Messrs.  B.  C. 
Walshaw  (President),  J.  W.  B.  Johnson  (Hon.  Secretary), 
A.  Akam,  J.  B.  Wood,  J.  Broadhead,  and  H.  E.  Spurr — occa- 
sion was  taken  to  put  forward  a  movement  in  favour  of  the 
representation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  being  recon- 
stituted on  territorial  lines. 

The  agenda-paper  was  a  light  one,  chiefly  confined  to  the 
report  of  the  President  as  to  how  he  fared  when  acting  as  a 
representative  at  the  recent  Convention,  which  he  spoke  of 
in  high  terms.  As  the  outcome,  he  said,  some  four  or  five  firms 
had  been  added  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  and  there  was  a  general 
wish  that  the  convention  should  be  repeated  annually. 

The  West  Biding  Federation. 

There  had  been  some  conversation,  the  President  said, 
as  to  the  formation  of  the  West  Riding  Federation.  In 
answer  to  inquiries  from  various  gentlemen,  he  had  assured 
them  that  the  West  Riding  Federation  was  not  established 
in  antagonism  to  the  National  Federation,  but  was  intended 
to  be  an  aid  to  that  institution,  as  representing  an  important 
-centre  and  as  being  able  to  influence  so  many  members  of 
Parliament. 

Territorial  Representation7. 

The  President  next  spoke  in  advocacy  of  territorial  repre- 
sentation. He  said  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  now  con- 
stituted consisted  of  nine  representatives  from  London,  four 
from  Lancashire,  one  from  Scotland,  one  from  Plymouth,  one 
from  Salisbury,  one  from  the  Eastern  Counties,  one  from  the 
North  of  England,  and  two  from  the  Midlands  ;  the  two 
auditors  were  also  from  the  metropolis.  The  majority  of 
the  representation  was,  therefore,  confined  to  the  South  of 
England,  and  such  a  state  of  things  was  undesirable.  The 
National  Federation  also  thought  so.  The  idea  was  that  the 
country  should  be  mapped  out  into  areas,  each  to  elect  its 
own  representative,  and  hingri  its  affairs  on  that  delegate. 
Much  better  representation  would  thus  be  secured.  The 
men  who  were  on  the  Council  were  worthy  gentlemen,  who 
had  done  useful  work,  but  they  did  not  adequately  represent 
the  provinces.  .  He  did  not  know  how  the  scheme  of  terri- 
torial representation  was  to  be  worked  out,  o  -  whether  it 
could  be  done  without  fresh  by-laws  being  obtained,  but  the 
Privy  Council  were  not  adverse  to  any  improvement  in  the 
internal  economy  of  the  Society.  Probably  some  time  would 
elapse  beiore  the  idea  could  be  practically  realised,  but  the 
matter  would  come  up  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  National 
Federation  in  the  same  way  as  the  titles  question  had  arisen, 
and  he  suggested  that  the  Huddersfield  Society  should 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  National  Federation  by  a  motion 
on  the  subject. 

The  motion  in  favour  of  territorial  representation  was 
passed,  and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  for  his  services  as  delegate. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  10  Mr.  W.  Kirkby  in  the  chair,  six  new 
members  were  elected,  and  Mr.  Harry  Kemp  opened 

A  Chat  on  the  B.P.C. 

He  said  although  some  people  referred  to  the  meetings  of 
the  Conference  as  an  annual  picnic,  he  considered  they 
were  designed  in  order  that  chemists  might  associate  them- 
selves together  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  pharmacy  in 


its  highest  sense.  No  other  organisation  had  done  so  much 
in  that  direction  as  ihe  B.P.C,  and  he  urged  those  who  do 
not  belong  to  it  to  join  it,  so  that  they  might  have  the 
opportunity  of  rubbing  shoulders  with  friends  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  deriving  the  benefits  which  mutual  inter- 
course on  pharmaceutical  matters  inevitably  brings.  In 
concluding,  he  said  that  after  1904,  when  the  B.P.C.  meeting 
will  he  held  in  Sheffield,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  consider 
the  desirability  of  inviting  the  Conference  of  1905,  or  a  year 
or  two  later,  to  be  held  at  Manchester,  twenty  years  having 
elapsed  since  the  Conference  met  there. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Johnstone  (James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Limited), 
who  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Conference,  in  moving  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Kemp,  gave  some  recollections  of  his 
visits.  He  said  that  at  the  Conferences  they  met  men  well 
worth  knowing — representative  men  in  their  craft,  who  often 
turned  out  to  be  the  best  of  -men,  and  sometimes  quite 
different  from  what  they  might  have  anticipated  from 
reading  about  them.  Mr.  Smith  (Radcliffe)  seconded  the 
motion,  and  created  roars  of  laughter  by  his  quaint 
reminiscences  of  past  Conferences.  Other  members  joined 
in  the  discussion,  and  the  suggestion  as  to  inviting  the 
Conference  to  hold  its  meeting  in  Manchester  in  a  few  years 
was  favourably  received. 


North=East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
the  White  Bull  Hotel,  Blackburn,  on  December  4,  Mr.  Thomas 
Critchley  (President)  occupying  the  chair. 
The  Secretary  (Mr.  Pickworth)  submitted  his 

Annual  Report, 

which  stated  that,  in  viewing  the  various  Associations 
throughout  the  country,  there  had  been  more  activity  all 
round.  The  North-East  Lancashire  Association  had  not 
been  lacking  in  energy — in  fact,  had  had  a  busy  year,  and, 
he  trusted,  a  profitable  one.  After  enumerating  the  social 
events  of  the  year,  Mr.  Pickworth  referred  to  the  negotia- 
tions carried  on  by  the  Association  with  the  commit  eeof 
the  Technical  School :  classes^in  botany,  materia  medica,  and 
medical  Latin  have  been  established,  and  the  Association 
has  succeeded  in  getting  Mr.  J.  Hindle  elected  on  the 
Technical  School  Committee.  As  Mr.  J.  Hindle  had  con- 
sented to  conduct  the  classes  in  materia  medica  and  Latin, 
he  did  not  seek  re-election  on  the  Technical  School  Com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford  had  been  elected  in  his  place. 
The  attendance  at  the  classes  might  be  improved,  and  the 
report  urged  members  who  had  apprentices  or  assistants  who 
were  not  attending  them  to  point  out  the  advantage  of 
joining  at  once.  Reference  was  next  made  to  the  apprentice 
question,  the  test-case,  and  Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund.  To 
the  last-named  the  Association  subscribed  4Z.  16s.  6i. 
Finally,  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention,  to  which  delegates  were 
sent,  was  spoken  of  as  one  from  which  lasting  benefits 
might  be  expected. 

Supporting  a  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr.  R. 
SHORROCK  (Darwen)  remarked  that  it  would  give  other 
Associations  encouragement  to  go  on  with  the  work  they 
were  all  interested  in.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Other  Reports. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  H.  Haworth)  showed 
that  the  total  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  19/.  19s.  Id., 
and  that  there  was  a  balance  of  7.s\  lOd. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford,  as  Divisional  Secretary,  next  gave  his  re- 
port, in  which  he  spoke  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  as  one  of  the 
most  perfect  systems  of  charity  that  could  possihly  be  con- 
ceived. To  his  mind,  the  scheme  of  local  organisation  which  two 
or  three  years  ago  the  President  (Mr.  Newsholme)  enunciated 
was  admirably  adapted  for  doing  t.he  work  required.  It 
seemed  to  have  all  the  bones,  sinews,  tissues,  and  every- 
thing appertaining  to  a  live  body,  but  lacked  somewhat  the 
real  breath  of  life,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  to  the 
interests  of  chemists  throughout  the  country  to  infuse  into 
it.  He  regretted  that  chemists  were  so  frequently  subjected 
to  snubs  from  the  ruling  bodies,  and  referred  especially  in 
this  connection  to  the  Poisons  Committee,  which  emphasised 
what  he  had  long  contended,  that  men  in  this  world  were 
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often  taken  at  their  own  estimation,  and  it  proved,  in  regard 
to  both  chemists  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  that  the 
estimate  of  themselves  had  not  been  as  high  as  it  ought  to 
have  been.  (Applause.) 

The  Appointment  of  Officers 

for  the  ensuing  year  was  then  proceeded  with,  the  following 
being  re-elected :  President,  Mr.  Thomas  Critchley ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Messrs.  E.  Shorrock  (Darwen)  and  W.  Wells 
(Blackburn) ;  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  B.  Pickworth.  Mr.  Charles 
A.  Critchley  was  appointed  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Pickup 
Assistant-Secretary,  with  the  following  as  the  committee  : 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Aspinall,  R.  L.  Gifford,  W.  Grimshaw,  W. 
Pickup,  E.  Highton,  J.  Hindle,  W.  Holt,  J.  Needham,  and 
H.  Haworth  (all  of  Blackburn),  together  with  the  Darwen 
representatives,  who  will  be  elected  by  the  local  Association. 


Oxford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  December  9,  at  the  Golden 
Cross  Hotel,  Mr.  J.  A.  R.  Burbank  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  gave  a  concise  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  P.A.T.A.  Convention,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton, 
seconded  by  the  Secretary,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
him  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  had  placed  the 
views  of  the  Association  before  the  Convention.  This  was 
all  the  business,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
spent  in  a  social  manner. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

At  this  week's  meeting,  Mr.  S.  Phillips  in  the  chair,  a  paper 
was  read  by  Mr.  H.  E.  Cullwick,  entitled  "Pharmaceutical 
Experiences  at  Home  and  Abroad." 


Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  December  4, 
Mr.  W.  G.  Poll  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  H.  Palmer  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Roberts,  the  delegates  of 
the  Association  to  the  recent 

P.A.T.A.  Convention, 

laid  their  report  of  the  proceedings  before  the  meeting,  and 
expressed  themselves  highly  gratified  at  the  success  attained. 
Speaking  from  the  trade,  and  not  the  scientific,  point  of 
view,  they  were  of  opinion  that  so  important  and  influential 
a  gathering  of  chemists  had  never  before  been  brought 
together.  The  unanimity  and  businesslike  attitude  of  the 
delegates  impressed  them  as  auguring  well  for  the  future 
success  of  the  movement. 

A  resolution,  expressing  agreement  with  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Convention,  was  unanimously  adopted. 


jfestivMes. 


"Jolly  Dogs  are  We." 

We  take  the  above  heading  from  the  programme  of  the 
eighth  annual  Bohemian  concert  held  by  Spratt's  Patent 
(Limited)  at  the  Great  Eastern  Hotel,  E.C.,  on  December  4. 
It  conveys  a  good  idea  of  the  cordiality  which  reigned  at 
the  concert,  at  which  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen  were 
present.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  Mr.  Alfred  Vaughan 
(manager  of  the  grain  department)  ipresidiDg,  and  he  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Stephen  Wingrove  (director),  Mr.  S.  T. 
Lethbridge,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Trehearn.  The  programme  was 
of  first-class  quality,  the  "  White  Coons."  consisting  of  Miss 
Dewhurst,  Mr.  W.  C.  Pepper,  Mr.  R.  Wilkes,  Mr.  B.  Meredith, 
and  Mr.  P.  Stephens,  contributing  between  them  the  greater 
number  of  items.  There  were  other  performers,  including 
reciters  and  handbell  performers.  The  ornamentations  on 
the  cover  of  the  programme  were  "  doggie  "  in  character, 
and  very  effective. 

A  Sheffield  Smoker. 

The  members  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Society  were 
present  in  large  numbers  at  a  smoking-concert  held  at  the 


King's  Arms  Hotel,  Commercial  Street,  on  December  4. 
Mr.  John  Austen  presided,  and  amongst  those  present  were 
Messrs.  G.  Squire,  H.  Antcliffe,  P.  Carr,  R.  Douglas,  J.  G. 
Jackson,  J.  B.  Pater,  and  J.  W.  Turner.  An  enjoyable 
programme  was  given,  amongst  those  contributing  being 
Mr.  F.  Shimeld,  a  well-known  local  baritone;  Mr.  T.  Wright 
and  Mr.  Haselgrave  (humorous  songs),  Mr.  Tricehurst  (banjo 
solos),  Mr.  Potter  and  Mr.  W.  Dalton  (recitations),  Mr.  C.  F. 
Carr,  Mr.  W.  E.  Thompson,  Mr.  Reany,  and  Mr.  M.  Mann. 

A  Junior  Assembly. 

The  annual  assembly  of  the  Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists  was 
held  in  the  Bon  Accord  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  on  December  3, 
and  proved  a  most  enjoyable  function.  About  forty  couples 
were  present,  and  dancing  was  kept  up  with  great  heartiness 
for  several  hours.  The  M.C.s  were  Messrs.  G.  Ledingham, 
A.  Swan,  and  J.  Riddoch,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Reid  was  a  capable 
Secretary.  Miss  Bremner  supplied  excellent  music,  while 
songs  were  rendered  by  Mr.  R.  Donald. 


Commo  fluents. 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week 

Monday,  December  15. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club.  Smoking  concert  in  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Market  Street,  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Inglis  Clark 
in  the  chair. 

Tuesday,  December  16. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Lomas  on  "  Photography  in  the  Hunting  field." 
Bradford,  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Dailey  Street,  at 

9  p.m.  Conversazione. 

"Wednesday,  December  17. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (N.B.  Branch), 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  P.M.  Discussion  on 
"  Limits  of  Discretion  in  Dispensing,"  introduced  by  Mr. 
Donald  McEwan. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  Cottle's  Cafe,  Church  Street, 
at  8  P  ii.    Annual  smoking-concert. 

Boyal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Paper  by  Mr.  F  R.  Dixon-Nuttall  and  the  Rev.  R.  Freeman-, 
on  "  The  Genus  Diaschiza."  Demonstration  by  Mr.  E.  R. 
Turner  of  a  new  arrangement  for  taking  photo-micrographs 
in  colours. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Society,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  A.  R.  Fox  on- 
"  Botanical  Mysteries  and  Superstitions." 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Westbourne  Restaurant,  Fad- 
dington,  W.,  at  8  p.m.    Inaugural  address  by  President. 

London  Chemists'  Association,  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel,  E.G.,, 
at  3.30  p.m.    Meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Chemical  Society,  Bur  iogton  Houne,  Piccadilly,  W..  at  5.30  F.M 
The  following  papers  will  be  read:— "A  Reagent  for  th " 
Identification  of  Carbamide  and  of  certain  other  Nitrogi 
compounds,"  by  Mr.  H.  J.  H  Fenton.  "  The  Rate  of  Deecm-- 
position  of  Diazo-compounds  :  Part  II.,  Diazo  compounds  oi 
the  Naphthalene  Series,"  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cain  and  F- 
Nicoll.  "  The  state  of  Carbon-dioxide  in  Aqueous-solution," 
and  "  Qualitative-separation  of  Arsenic,  AntimoDy,  and  Tin," 
by  Mr.  J.  Walker.  "  The  Hydrates  and  Solubility  of  Barium-- 
acetate,"  by  Messrs.  J.  Walker  and  W.  A.  Fyffe  "  The 
y  /3  Dimethylglutaric  Acids,  and  the  Separation  of  Cis  and 
Trans  Forms  of  substituted  Glutaric  Acid,"  by  Dr.  J  F. 
Thorpe  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Young. 

Thursday,  December  18. 

Optical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  C.  V. 
Drysdale  oil  "  Some  Points  in  the  Design  of  Optical  Instru- 
ments." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 

Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 
East  Aberdeenshire  Chemists  Association.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Friday,  December  19. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  Shepherd's  Hall,  25  Bath  Street,  at  9.15  F.Ms 
Lantern-lecture  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Cockburn,  on  a  "Tour  in 
Norway." 


The  London  College  or  Chemistry  annual  dinner  and  distri- 
bution of    prizes  will  take  place   at  the   Venetian  Chamber, 
1  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  January  31,  1903. 
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Xegal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

What  is  a  "Distinctive"  Trade-mark? 

On. December  5,  Mr.  Justice  Farwell  gave  his  decision  in  the 
case  of  Louise  &  Co.  (Limited)  v.  Gainsborough,  which  was 
an.  action  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  using  a  reproduc- 
tion of  the  celebrated  portrait  of  the  "  Duchess  of  Devon- 
shire" in  connection  with  his  business  as  a  milliner  on  the 
ground  that  plaintiffs  had  registered  such  a  reproduction  as 
a:,  trade-mark  in  1892.  Defendant  had  a  counter-motion  to 
strike  the  mark  off  the  register.  His  Lordship  decided  in 
favour. of  defendant,  his  decision  turning  upon  the  point  that 
the  reproduction  of  the  Duchess  portrait  is  not  a  "  distinc- 
tive," mark  within  Section  64  of  the  Trade-marks  Act.  The 
Mark  had  not  been  used  on  the  plaintiffs'  goods,  and  it  was 
argued  for  the  defendant  that  this  justified  its  erasure  from 
the  register,  but  his  "Lordship  set  aside  the  argument,  and 
decided  on  the  former  point,  which  is  of  considerable 
importance  in  regard  to  the  utilisation  of  pictures  common 
to  a  trade. 

A  Sucramine  Case. 

Lords  Justices  Vaughan  Williams,  Stirling,  and  Cozens- 
Hardy  had  before  them  last  week  an  appeal  by  the 
•  defendants  in  the  case  of  the  Saccharin  Corporation  v.  Wild 
8L  Co.,  from  the  order  made  by  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  on 
November  14  (see  G,  S?  2?.,  November  22,  page  850)  refusing 
to  make  an  order  on  a  summons,  taken  out  by  the  defendant 
company,  that  the  plaintiffs,  who  were  suing  on  certain 
patents,  should  be  ordered  to  give  fuller  and  better  particulars 
of  the  infringements  alleged,  or  that  the  trial  of  the  action 
should  be  limited  to  certain  specified  patents. 

Mr.  Astbury,  K.C.,  for  the  appellants,  said  that  when  the 
case  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  the  matter  of  the 
twenty-three  patents  claimed  on  was' very  summarily  dealt 
with,  his  Lordship  having  declared  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  practice  in  his.  chambers  to  hear  application's  of  the  kind 
hefore  the  defence  had  been  put  in.  The  difficulty,  however, 
was  to  put  in  a  defence  when  the  trouble  and  expense  was 
jiut  upon  the  defendants  of  investigating  scientifically  a 
large  number  of  patents.  The  defendants  in  this  case 
■Were  manufacturers  and  merchants  in  Lancashire,  and 
;  they  sold  to  an  agent  of  the  plaintiffs  1  lb.  of  sucramine. 
The  plaintiffs  were  suing  upon  that,  but  admitted  that  they 
did  not  know  how  that  substance  was  made.  It  was  pur- 
chased abroad,  and  the  defendants  were  prepared  to  state 
when,  where,  and  from  whom  they  bought  it,  and  what  they 
paid  for  it.  Lord  Justice  Vaugban  Williams  :  I  understand 
that  the  defendants  are  willing  to  make  an  affidavit  giving 
that  information.  Mr.  Astbury  assented, 
i  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C.,  represented  the  plaintiffs,  and 
submitted  that  there  should  be  an  opportunity  for  cross -ex- 
.  amining  upon  the  affidavit  when  it  had  been  sworn. 
!f  Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams  said  the  appeal  would 
stand  over  till  after  the  examination  and  cross-examination 
upon  those  points  before  a  special  judge.  The  affidavit 
must  be  by  some  person  who  was  able  to  speak  from  his  own 
i knowledge,  and  not  merely  from  information  and  belief.  The 
affidavit,  Mr.  Astbury  stated,  would  be  by  Mr.  Wild. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Seidlitz  Powders. 

Mr.  Henry  Fisher,  26  Lordship  Lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E ' 
ia  not  the  Harry  Fischer  who  was  fined  at  Lambeth  Police 
Court  last  week  for  selling  seidlitz  powders.  Mr.  Henry 
Fisher  knew  nothing  whatever  about  the  matter  until  his 
attention  was  called  to  it  by  a  subscriber  to  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  him  that  this  explana- 
tion should  be  published. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  Pontypool  Petty  Sessions-  on  Saturday,  December  6, 
"Theodore  Hale,  manager  of  the  Co-operative  Stores,  Pont- 
mewydd,  was  summoned  for  selling  camphorated  oil  which 
the  public  analyst  reported  to  be  23  per  cent,  deficient  in 
-camphor.    Mr.  T.  H.  Lewis,  the  inspector,  admitted  in  the 


witness-box  that  defendant  showed  him  a  warranty.  Mr. 
Everett,  for  the  defendant,  now  said  that  he  was  in  the 
unfortunate  position  of  not  being  able  to  plead  the  warranty 
which  his  client  obtained  from  the  consignee,  as  he  had  only 
been  consulted  within  the  last  few  days.  He  suggested  that 
the  opening  of  the  bottle,  the  exposing  of  the  contents  to 
the  air  while  it  was  being  divided  into  three  parts  and 
analysed,  would,  to  a  large  extent,  account  for  the  deficiency 
in  camphor.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Magistrates'  Clerk,  pointed  out 
that  if  the  defendant  had  a  proper  warranty  he  could  recover 
the  fine,  which  was  21. 

Mercury-ointment. 
At  Burslem  (Staffs)  Police  Court  on  December  2.  Mr.  T. 
Leicester,  chemist,  and  Mr.  Percy  Harris,  his  assistant,  also 
Mr.  Arthur  P.  Tyley,  chemist,  were  summoned  for  selling 
mercury-ointment  deficient  in  mercury.  Mr.  Harris's  solicitor 
asked  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  Harold  Wright)  to 
send  the  reserve  samples  to  Somerset  House,  or  to  adjourn 
the  cases  until  Thursday,  when  counsel  would  make  an 
application  to  have  the  whole  of  the  cases  heard  on  one  day. 
The  Magistrate  agreed  to  the  latter  course. 

At  Tunstall  Stipendiary  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  Decern" 
ber  4,  summonses  against  Messrs.  McKee,  Piggin,  nad 
Featherstbne,  chemists  in  Tunstall,  came  up  for  hearing. 
They  were  in  respect  of  selling  mercurial  ointment  which 
was  alleged  to  be  deficient  in  mercury. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Knight,  food  and  drugs  inspector  for  the 
district,  prosecuted.  The  defence  was  represented  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  Slater  (barrister),  instructed  by  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck 
&  Kirby  (London)  and  Messrs.  Wain  &  Harris  (Burslem),  and 
Mr.  F.  W.  Harris,  of  the  latter  firm,  on  behalf  of  the  Chemists 
Defence  Association. 

Mr.  Slater  asked  that  all  the  cases  should  be  fixed  for  one 
day.  He  said  there  were  about  ten  summonses.  What  was 
going  to  be  raised  in  defence  was  that  there  was  a  com- 
mercial standard  with  regard  to  this  article.  If  that  defence 
failed,  then  the  Stipendiary  might  hear  the  other  defences. 
If  he  (Mr.  Slater)  established  to  the  Stipendiary's  satisfac- 
tion that  there  was  a  commercial  standard  that  would  be 
sufficient,  therefore  it  would  be  better  to  have  all  the  cases 
down  for  one  day,  as  he  had  witnesses  to  bring. 

The  Magistrate  :  I  think  that  is  reasonable. 

Mr.  Knight  opposed  Mr.  Slater,  in  the  first  place  because 
these,  cases  arose  in  different  towns  in  the  Potteries,  and  he 
thought  they  should  go  before  the  Courts  of  those  particular 
towns.  Further,  all  the  samples  had  been  purchased  by 
one  boy,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  burden  him  in  one  day  with 
the  facts  in  nine  cases.  The  evidence  in  all  the  cases,  so  far 
as  he  could  see,  would  be  slightly  different,  though  not  very 
greatly  different. 

The  Stipendiary  said  it  seemed  to  him  far  more  reasonable 
that  the  whole  thing  should  be  tried  at  once  and  done  with. 
He  added  that  he  would  not  have  the  cases  rushed.  The 
defendants  were  not  poor.  Mr.  Knight  represented  the 
county,  which  was  not  poor,  and  counsel,  he  supposed,  repre- 
sented the  chemist-millionaires  of  the  district.  (Laughter.) 

Finally  the  Stipendiary  fixed  December  18,  at  Tunstall 
for  the  hearing  of  the  cases. 

Spirit  of  Nitre  and  Milk  of  Sulphur. 
At  Malmesbury  Petty  Sessions  on  December  2,  Alma  Berry, 
of  Sherston,  was  summoned  for  selling  spirit  of  nitre  not  up 
to  B.P.  standard,  and  milk  of  sulphur  not  of  the  proper 
quality.  Mrs.  Berry  told  the  Bench  that  she  should  discon- 
tinue selling  such  articles  in  the  future.  The  Bench  did  not 
think  defendant  knew  the  strength  of  the  articles  she  sold, 
and  fines  of  1*.,  and  costs,  in  each  case  (in  all  176'.)  were 
imposed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Wife  or  Groom  ? 
At  the  Wimborne  County  Court  on  November  28,  Dr.  A.  H.  W, 
Parkinson  sued  Mr.  George  Stroud,  a  Wimborne  publican, 
for  4Z.  2s.  6d.  for  medical  attendance  on  himself  and  his 
wife  and  servants.  It  was  admitted  by  the  plaintiff  that 
soine>  of  the  visits  might  have  been  made  by  a  former 
dispenser,  but  attendance  in  that  instance  had  not  been 
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charged  for.  In  defence  it  was  urged  that  defendant  could 
not  be  made  liable  for  medical  attendance  on  his  servants, 
nor  could  medicine  supplied  as  the  outcome  of  visits  by  an 
unqualified  man  be  charged  for.  Evidence  as  to  the 
attendance  of  the  dispenser  on  several  occasions  was  given ; 
but  judgment  was  ultimately  given  for  the  plaintiff  for 
3/.  12s.  6d.,  with  costs. 

Watkinson's  Liquorice  Tolu. 
In  the  Chancery  of  Lancaster  Court  held  at  St.  George's 
Hall,  Liverpool,  on  Thursday,  December  4,  Vicc-Chancellor 
Hall  gave  judgment  in  an  action  brought  by  Messrs.  Forrest, 
Livesey  &  Co.,  against  Topping  Brothers.  The  parties  carry 
on  business  at  Preston,  the  plaintiffs  having  three  shops 
there.  They  claimed  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants 
from  selling  a  cough-mixture  under  the  name  of  "  Watkin- 
son's Liquorice  Tolu,"  for  which  a  trade-mark  had  been 
obtained  in  July,  1896.  They  founded  their  claim  on  the 
fact  that  they  had  bought  from  Mr.  William  Joseph 
Watkinson  his  business  as  chemist  and  the  sole  right  of 
selling  the  mixture  in  question  under  the  above  name, 
together  with  the  trade-mark.  The  defendants,  it  was 
alleged,  had  been  selling  a  mixture  under  the  same  name. 
Evidence  bearing  out  plaintiffs'  case  having  been  heard, 
Mr.  Topping  was  called  for  the  defence.  He  stated  that  when 
customers  asked  for  liquorice  tolu  he  told  them  he  did  not 
keep  it,  and  that  he  had  a  cough-mixture  prepared  from  Mr. 
Watkinson's  formula  which  was  similar  to  it.  An  assistant 
■and  a  shop-boy  testified  to  having  received  instructions  to 
tell  customers  this.  The  Vice-Chancellor  said  the  evidence 
must  he  looked  at  on  the  balance  of  probabilities.  On  the 
whole  he  believed  that  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  there  would 
be  an  injunction  in  the  terms  asked  for  by  the  plaintiffs, 
with  costs. 

The  Tenant's  Responsibility. 

At  the  Southwark  County  Court  on  December  8,  a  builder 
named  Green  brought  a  claim  against  Mr.  E.  E.  Rice, 
chemist  and  druggist,  89  Union  Eoad,  S.E.,  for  207.  6^.  Zcl. 
for  work  done.  The  defendant's  landlord,  a  man  named 
Cohen,  was  entered  as  third  party.  The  sanitary  authorities 
ordered  some  repairs  to  be  done  to  the  drainage  at  defendant's 
premises.  Defendant  told  the  builder  to  carry  out  the  work, 
thinking  the  landlord  liable.  When  payment  was  called  for 
the  landlord  repudiated  liability,  and  Judge  Addison,  after 
hearing  evidence,  pointed  out  that  by  a  clause  in  the  lease 
Mr.  Rice  was  clearly  liable.  He  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed,  with  costs,  and  also  ordered 
defendant  to  pay  Cohen's  costs. 

Is  Aniseed-flavouring  "Molasses"? 
At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  Monday,  December  8, 
before  Judge  Edge,  Messrs.  Ramsden,  Lankester  &  Co., 
cordial-manufacturers  and  spirit-refiners,  of  20  Baker's  Eow, 
Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  sued  the  Great  Central  Railway 
Company  to  recover  27.  12s.,  the  value  of  a  wicker-covered 
jar  and  its  contents,  lost  in  transit  from  Manchester.  Mr. 
Voysey  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Lynde  for  the 
defendants. 

Mr.  Lynde  said  he  would  shorten  the  case  by  admitting 
that  the  jar  was  brokeri,  and  so  lost ;  but  the  defence  was 
that  the  company  could  not  be  liable,  as  the  plaintiffs  had 
made  a  false  declaration  of  the  contents,  whereby  they  were 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  1QL,  and  consequently,  under  the 
Railway  Merchandise-conveyance  Act  of  1875,  they  did  not 
come  to  court  with  clean  hands. 

Mr.  Percy  D.  Cluer,  of  the  plaintiff  firm,  stated  that  the 
jar  contained  molasses  with  some  aniseed  for  flavouring,  and 
the  firm,  in  sending  such  jars,  had  always  declared  the 
contents  as  "molasses,"  as  there  was  no  other  description 
that  could  be  used. 

Mr.  Lynde's  cross-examination  was  directed  to  show  that 
the  addition  of  aniseed  greatly  increased  the  value  of  the 
article,  and  that  it  became  in  the  nature  of  fruit-syrup. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bailey,  analytical  chemist  to  the  firm,  gave 
corroborative  evidence,  and  stated  that  the  stuff  was  non- 
alcoholic, and  was  used  for  sweetening  rum.  Like  Mr. 
Cluer,  he  did  not  know  by  what  other  name  than  molasses 
the  article  could  be  called  for  railway  purposes. 

Mr.  Alfred  Hyre,  with  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
the  first  witness  for  the  defence,  said  he  considered  "  aniseed- 


flavouring"  or  "  fruit-syrup  "  to  be  quite  a  wrong  declaration 
for  "  molasses." 

Mr.  George  Parsons,  traffic  superintendent  for  the  Great 
Central  Railway  at  Manchester,  stated  that  the  rate  for 
molasses  was  23.-.-.  Id.  per  ton,  or  if  a  special  rate  was  asked 
for  by  a  large  firm  it  would  be  22s.  Gd.  Other  articles  came 
under  the  extra  rate  of  47s.  Id.,  and  that  would  have  been 
the  rate  had  it  been  known  that  aniseed  was  in  the  jar. 
The  jars  being  sealed,  the  railway  company  had  to  go  by  the 
senders'  declarations  entirely,  which  laid  the  ground  open 
for  false  declarations  by  which  all  companies  lost  heavily. 

Other  evidence  to  the  same  effect  having  been  given, 
Judge  Edge  said  that  the  defendants'  contention  of  a  false 
declaration  could  not  stand,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  prove 
wilful  misrepresentation  by  the  plaintiffs  as  the  Act  of  1875 
demanded.  On  the  other  hand,  the  plaintiffs  could  not 
declare  an  article  as  molasses,  the  current  value  of  which 
was  18s  per  cwt.,  and  then  sue  for  its  loss  at  a  fancy  value 
of  12s.  per  gal.  They  had  made  a  wrong  declaration,  but 
not  with  intent  to  defraud,  but  they  could  only  recover  at  the 
value  of  molasses,  which  would  be  about  9s.  or  10s.  in  this 
instance,  and  the  price  of  the  jar. 

Mr.  Voysey  asked  for  costs,  which  were  refused,  as  was 
also  a  request  by  Mr.  Lynde  for  an  appeal. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 


Be  R.  Pbocteb,  Wyndsor  Road,  Penarfch,  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist.— The  trustee  under  this  failure  reports  that  he  is  now  able 
to  pay  to  the  unsecured  creditors  a  supplementary  dividend  of 
3s.  2(7.  in  the  pound. 

Be  Joseph  Faeaday  Chambebs,  Arnold,  Notts,  Manufacturing 
Chemist. — At  the  Nottingham  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  December  5, 
the  adjourned  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place.  He  said  he 
now  desired  to  amend  his  statement  of  affairs,  and  returned 
liabilities  as  409/.,  and  assets  44?.  lis.  2th  He  commenced  busi- 
ness in  May,  1898,  and  in  January,  1900,  took  Mr.  Brundrit  into 
partnership,  the  latter  putting  200?.  into  the  business.  The 
business  at  this  time  was  insolvent  to  the  extent  of  about  283?. 
The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  June,  1900,  Mr.  Brundrit 
drawing  250?.  out  of  the  bank,  whilst  debtor  was  left  with  the 
business  as  it  stood,  and  had  to  meet  all  liabilities.  Mr.  Brundrit 
brought  in  1,250/',  of  which  750?.  was  put  into  the  property  utilised 
as  business-premises.  This,  with  the  other  amounts  mentioned 
in  the  accounts,  left  2,072/.  to  be  accounted  for.  The  examination 
was  closed. 

Be  Jabez  Swtndale,  23  Bessemer  Street,  Blackhill,  and 
8  Shakespeare  Street,  Consett,  Durham,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — 
From  the  Official  Receiver's  observations  on  this  case  it  appears 
that  as  debtor  states  that  he  has  no  intention  of  making  any  pro- 
posal for  a  composition  or  scheme  he  has  been  adjudicated  bank- 
rupt. Debtor  states  that  he  is  a  qualified  chemist,  and  for 
the  past  seven  years  he  has  traded  on  his  own  account  at  Blackhill. 
He  had  no  capital  of  his  own,  but  he  borrowed  50/.  from  a  relation 
to  commence  with.  Some  time  ago  he  opened  a  branch-shop  at 
8  Shakespeare  Street,  Consett,  in  order  to  extend  his  business. 
He  has  been  sued  for  debt  by  a  good  number  of  his  creditors, 
which  has  considerably  increased  his  debts,  owing  to  court-fees, 
&c.  The  liabilities,  according  to  the  statement  of  affairs,  are 
705/.  9s.,  140?.  being  for  two  banking-accounts  overdrawn,  the 
remainder  chiefly  for  drags  and  goods  supplied  by  wholesale  and 
manufacturing  druggists.  The  assets  are  estimated  at  192?.  The 
bankrupt  has  not  kept  any  books  of  account. 

Be  John  Vincent,  85  Haverstock  Hill,  and  12  Chalk  Farm 
Road,  N.W.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — This  debtor  attended 
before  Mr.  Registrar  Brougham  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court 
on  December  10  for  public  examination  upon  accounts  showing 
total  liabilities  1,513?.  19s.  11(7.,  of  which  1,132?.  4s.  11<7.  is  expected 
to  rank,  against  assets  valued  at  538?.  5s.  In  the  course  of  his 
evidence  debtor  stated  that  he  started  in  1892  by  purchasing  for 
3507.,  which  he  borrowed  from  his  father,  a  business  at  63  Com- 
mercial Road,  Bournemouth.  He  sold  that  business  in  1899  for 
1,400?.,  and  purchased  for  2?57.  another  at  85  Haverstock  Hill. 
Then  in  March,  1901,  he  acquired  a  similar  business  at  12  Chalk 
Farm  Road,  and  carried  on  the  two  until  he  petitioned  the  Court 
last  October.  From  March  to  December,  1900,  he  ran  a  branch- 
shop  in  the  Hampstead  Road.  His  failure  was  brought  about  by 
the  insufficiency  of  profits  to  cover  the  business  and  personal 
expenses,  by  law  cost?  and  interest  charged  on  borrowed  money, 
and  by  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  leases.  The  examination 
was  concluded. 
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2)eeo  of  Hrranocment. 


Mitchell,  Andrew  (trading  as  Mitchell  &  Co.),  Parsonage 
Street,  and  residing  at  Prospect  Place,  Dunsley,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Trustee,  Charles  Afford,  10  Orford  Hill,  Norwich, 
accountant.  Dated  November  26  ;  filed  December  3.  Liabi- 
lities unsecured,  1237.  9s. ;  estimated  net  assets,  186?.  Is.  Sd. 
The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£   s.  d. 

Baker,  J.  W.,  &  Co.,  Bristol    60    0  0 

Fesher,  M.  J.,  London    12    0  0 

Fox,  F.  F.,  &  Co.,  Bristol  .15    0  0 


<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Tleld,  J.  P.,  Russell,  R.  H.  H.,  and  Jeffery.W.  C,  under 
the  style  of  Friends  Patent  Soap  and  Oil  Company,  Moor- 
gate  Street,  London,  E.C. ;  as  far  as  regards  J.  P.  Field. 

Hart,  N.  S.,  Jackson,  H.  E,,  and  Jackson,  W.  C..  under 
the  style  of  J.  W.  Hart  &  Co.,  5  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C,  isinglass- 
merchants. 

Xiockwood,  J.,  and  Peace,  W.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Lock- 
wood  &  Peace,  Manchester,  manufacturing  chemists. 

Ness,  A.  W„  Bowser,  It.,  Steavenson,  H.  G.,  and  Cox- 
Walker,  E.,  and  Parkin,  W.  W.,  under  the  style  of 
Ness  &  Co.,  Darlington,  manufacturers  of  sheep-dip  pnd  dis- 
infectants. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 

Grabam,  E.  Leslie,  Corio,  Oakdale  Road,  and  High  Road, 
Streatham,  London,  S.W.,  metallurgical  chemist. 


Iflew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Macdonald's  (Liverpool)  (Limited). — Capital  100/.,  in  1?. 
shares.  The  objects  and  other  particulars  are  the  same  as  in 
Macdonald's  (Manchester)  (Limited)  (q.v.).— Registered  office, 
69  Church  Street,  Liverpool. 

Macdonald's  (Provincial)  (Limited).— Capital  1007.,  in  1/. 
shares.  The  objects  and  first  six  subscribers  are  the  same  as  in 
Macdonald's  (Manchester)  (Limited)  (q.v.). — The  seventh  sub- 
scriber is  F.  Morley,  46  Jedburgh  Street,  Clapham  Common,  S.W., 
gentleman.    Registered  office,  4  South  Parade,  Rochdale. 

G.  Henson  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  8,0007.,  in  17.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  mineral-water 
manufacturer,  bottler,  and  cigar-merchant  carried  on  by  F.  R. 
Bell,  at  Burton-on-Trent,  as  "G.  Henson  &  Co."  No  initial 
public  issue.  F.  R.  Bell  is  permanent  governing  director. 
Qualification,  1,0007.  Registered  office,  35  Parker  Street,  Burton- 
on-Trent. 

Macdonald's  (Manchester)  (Limited).— Capital  1007.,  in  17 
shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  artificial  tooth,  eye, 
and  limb  makers,  corset  makers,  bandage  manufacturers,  chair, 
stretcher,  and  ambulance  makers,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
anatomical,  orthopaj  lic,  surgical  and  dental  appliances,  chemists', 
druggists',  photographic  and  scientific  apparatus  and  material 
manufacturers  and  merchants,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :— 
W.  R.  Alexander,  55  Earl's  Court  Road,  S.W.,  surgeon  dentist ; 
E.  J.  Castle,  5  Mill  Hill  Lane,  Leicester,  dental  assistant;  A.  E. 
Pickthorn,  Countesthorpe  Road,  S.  Wigton,  dental  assistant; 
E.  Musgrove,  Belmore,  Holland  Park  Avenue,  W.,  cashier ;  G.  H. 
Price,  39  Godolphin  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  "W.,  dental  surgeon ; 
O.  Musgrove,  Cannon  Street,  Dover,  gentleman  ;  and  H.  e! 
Peters,  Melrose,  56  Thames  Street,  Windsor,  clerk.  No  initial 
public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Regis- 
tered office,  29  Piccadilly,  Manchester. 

Stanley  W.  Marshall  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,0007.,  in 
17.  shares.  Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  Stanley  "W. 
Marshall  &  Co.,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  S.  W.  Marshall  and 
J .  W.  Hinchley,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  dental  compositions,  modelling-wax,  dental  instru- 
ments and  appliances,  and  dentists'  sundries,  agents  for  manufac- 
turers of  dental  instruments,  teeth,  rubbers,  amalgams,  and  dental 
appliances,  &c.    The  first  subscribers  are:  S.  W.  Marshall, 


85  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C,  manufacturer ;  W.  E.  Pearce, 
24  Coleman  Street,  E.C,  chartered  accountant;  H.  M.  Hutchins, 
7  Thornbury  Road,  Clapham  Park,  S.W. ;  D.  A.  Colland,  Willesby 
Lodge,  Croydon,  clerk ;  J.  W.  Hinchley,  85  Gracechurch  Street, 
E.C,  consulting  engineer;  A.  Y.  Hyland,  81  Cannon  Street,  E.C, 
solicitor ;  and  A.  G.  Gilbert,  10  Bryan  Street,  Islington,  N.,  clerk. 
No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  S.  W.  Marshall 
and  J.  W.  Hinchley.  Remuneration  according  to  profits  (none 
till  10  per  cent,  dividend  is  paid). 


Parke's  Drug  Stores  (Limited). — A  final  dividend  on 
the  ordinary  shares  of  3  per  cent.,  making  6  per  cent,  for  the 
year,  is  to  be  paid,  and  1,1807.  Is.  lid.  is  carried  to  reserve 
funds,  with  2447.  19s.  8d.  to  next  account. 

Messrs.  A.  &  R.  Thwaites  &  Co.  (Limited). — At  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  shareholders,  held  in  Dublin,  a  divi- 
dend of  7  per  cent,  was  declared,  with  a  bonus  of  3s.  per 
share  on  the  ordinary  shares,  2,0007.  was  placed  to  reserve 
and  9767.  carried  forward. 

Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited). — A  circular  has 
been  issued  from  Atlas  Works,  Hackney  Wick,  N.E.,  to  the 
shareholders  of  this  company  proposing  that,  in  view  of  the 
improved  state  of  affairs,  the  winding-up  of  the  concern 
should  be  stayed  and  reconstruction  take  place. 

Virol  (Limited). — The  Secretary  of  this  company  is 
sending  out  a  circular  to  the  shareholders  with  reference  to 
the  issue  of  further  shares  for  working  capital.  The  total 
capital  is  75,0007.,  in  17.  shares,  of  which  44,023  have  already 
been  issued,  25,000  having  been  taken  by  Bovril  (Limited), 
as  vendors.  The  balance  of  30,974  are  to  be  offered  for 
subscription  early  in  January. 

RosiiACH  Springs  (Limited)  (in  Liquidation). — A  general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  December  29  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  an  account  of  the  winding-up.  The  liquidator 
notifies  that  he  has  received  sufficient  to  pay  dividends 
amounting  to  9s  in  the  pound  to  the  creditors,  whose  claims 
amounted  to  3.3207.,  and  as  there  is  no  prospect  of  the 
creditors  receiving  payment  in  full,  there  is  no  possibility, 
he  states,  of  any  return  to  the  shareholders. 

Idris  k  Co.  (Limited).— The  report  of  the  directors  for 
the  year  which  ended  on  October  31. 1902,  shows  an  increase 
of  profits  over  last  year — viz.,  15  0187.  5s.'  lid.,  as  compared 
with  12,5147.  16s.  2d.,  making,  with  balanceof  1.3007.  lis.  Id. 
a  sum  of  16,3187.  17s.  6d.  standing  to  the  protit-and-loss 
account.  The  directors  state  that  they  secured  a  large 
additional  number  of  customers  during  the  past  year,  and 
had  materials  not  been  dear  and  the  weather  unfavourable 
profits  would  have  been  still  higher.  As  it  is  they  propose 
a  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares,  7-per- cent, 
on  the  B,  and  10  per  cent,  on  A  and  B  ordinary  shares. 
These  dividends  will  absorb  14,1007.,  and  2.2187.  17s.  6d.  will 
be  carried  forward.  The  balance-sheet  shows  share  capital 
amounting  to  206,0007.,  debentures  100  0007.,  sundry  creditors 
9,3727.  5s.  2d.,  reserve  account  40  0007.,  Benevolent  Fund 
7867.  14s  8d.,  and  the  profits  and  balance  as  above — alto- 
gether 368,8777. 17s.  4«7.  The  assets  consist  of  leasehold  property 
(130,4687.  12s.  8d.),  capital  employed  in  branch  businesses 
and  investments  78,4827.  3s.  lid.,  stock  in  trade  63,9167.  7s.  6d., 
plant  and  machinery  20  6217.  13s.  Id.,  sundry  debtors 
31,8637.  15s.  lid.,  goodwill  22,7577.  10s.,  bills  recoverable 
6247.  lis.  6A,and  bank  balanceb  20.1437  2s.  3d.  The  accounts 
are  ceitifie-J  by  Messrs.  Arthur  J.  Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.  The 
shareholders  will  meet  at  Pratt  Street,  Carnden  Town,  N.W., 
on  December  15,  at  3  p.m.,  to  receive  the  report,  sanction 
dividends,  and  elect  two  directors,  Messrs.  E.  K.  Bishop  and 
James  Bradford  being  eligible  for  re-election. 

Camwal  (Limited). — The  annual  meeting  of  this  com- 
pany was  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  E.C,  on 
December  9,  about  two  dozen  shareholders  attending,  and 
Mr.  Horace  Davenport  (chairman  of  directors)  presiding. 
In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet 
(particulars  of  which  were  given  in  last  week's  issue, 
page  937)  the  Chairman  complained  that  individual  cus- 
tomers had  not  done  so  much  during  the  past  year  to  swell 
the  consumption  of  Camwal  waters  as  they  might  have 
done.  It  had  certainly  been  the  worst  season  for  the 
aerated-water  trade  that  he  had  experienced,  but  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  Camwal  customers  could  do  more  for 
the  company's  interests  if  they  tried  harder.  The  thing 
that  worried  him  most  was  the  immense  number  of  new 


December  13,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


973 


syphons  that  had  to  be  purchased  annually,  and  but  for  the 
laxity  of  members  in  returning  empties  it  would  not  be 
necessary.  The  directors  were  often  compelled  to  buy  when 
they  ought  not  to,  and  he  hoped  shareholders  would  look  to 
their  returns.  He  spoke  enthusiastically  of  the  possibilities 
of  the  new  factory  at  Bristol  (see  G.  $  £>.,  July  26,  page  126), 
and  of  the  future  of  "  Fontalis,"  the  company's  new  table- 
water.  During  the  year  they  had  done  very  little  with 
hotels.  It  seemed  difficult  to  induce  chemists  to  do  an  hotel 
trade,  but  it  would  be  of  general  benefit  to  the  company  if 
much  more  were  done  in  that  line.  He  concluded  by 
reading  a  letter  from  Mr.  Theophilus  Nicholls  regretting 
absence  through  illness,  and  intimating  a  desire  to  second 
the  adoption  of  the  report  had  he  been  present.  The 
motion  was  formally  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  P.  Pond,  after  which 
Mr.  Campbell  wanted  to  know  what  "  Loans.  6,000Z.,"  in  the 
balance-sheet  was  for.  The  Chairman  said  the  loan  was  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  building  the  Bristol  factory  and  buyiDg 
new  syphons,  and  was  taken  as  a  matter  of  policy  to  avoid 
the  selling  of  Consols  at  theirpresent  low  quotation.  Mr.  W. 
R.  H.  Sprackett  (Bristol)  criticised  adversely  the  business 
methods  at  the  Bristol  branch.  The  Chairman  replied  that 
Mr.  Sprackett's  complaint  was  obviously  a  personal  matter 
that  ought  never  to  have  been  introduced.  The  directors 
had  full  confidence  in  their  Bristol  manager,  and  felt  sure 
he  had  saved  the  company  a  considerable  sum  per  annum. 
Mr.  Pond  having'  commented  on  some  of  the  figures  in  the 
balance-sheet,  and  the  Chairman  having  replied  to  Mr. 
Pond's  satisfaction,  Mr.  Turner  gave  testimony  of  the 
unfailing  courtesy  accorded  to  chemists  in  London  by 
Camwal  officials.  He  was  sorry  to  see  that  this  year 
there  was  no  provision  made  for  bonuses  to  employes. 
He  thought  some  greater  check  should  be  put  on  the 
'•sighting"  of  the  syphons  before  they  are  sent  out. 
The  Chairman  reminded  Mr.  Turner  that  it  was  only 
the  small  percentage  that  went  wrong  he  had  brought  to 
his  notice.  Every  care  was  taken  at  the  factory,  but 
slips  were  bound  to  occur.  Mr.  Campbell  corroborated 
the  precision  and  promptitude  with  which  London 
orders  were  attended  to,  and  in  his  experience  had 
never  come  across  any  faulty  condition  of  the  waters. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  (Harrogate),  one  of  the  directors, 
said  there  was  a  complaint-book  at  each  branch, 
and  all  complaints  made  were  forwarded  to  head- 
quarters, so  that  the  directors  were  fully  cognisant  of  all  the 
troubles  that  arose  and  promptly  tried  to  remedy  them.  He 
was  sorry  Mr.  Sprackett  did  not  like  the  "  fontalis  "  title. 
It  was  chosen  out  of  hundreds  of  titles  suggested,  and  when 
decided  upon  was  found  to  be  already  claimed,  so  that 
monetary  compensation  had  to  be  given  before  it  could  be 
used.  He  thought  it  would  be  asking  rather  much  to  require 
the  directors  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  4,000  shareholders  with 
a  sample  of  "  Fontalis,"  but  he  imagined  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  offering  to  supply  those  who  wrote  for  a  sample. 
The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried  rum.  con.  Messrs.  H. 
Davenport  and  J.  H.  Wilson  were  re-elected  directors,  and 
the  auditors  were  re-appointed. 


ftrafce  Motes. 

In  our  Note  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  new  factory  of 
Messrs.  Jules  Lang  &  Co.,  the  London  address  of  the  firm 
should  have  been  16  Bury  Street,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C. 

Fullwood'S  Annatto. — In  the  Buyers'  Guide  of  The 
Diary  for  1903  the  references  to  this  well-known  annatto 
have  been  accidentally  omitted  under  the  headings 
"annatto"  and  "butter-colouring."  Will  our  subscribers 
please  add  the  reference  to  page  498  .' 

Christmas  Holidays. — Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C,  announce  that  their  offices 
and  warehouses  will  be  closed  from  Wednesday  evening, 
December  24,  until  December  29.  We  find  that  most  whole- 
sale houses  in  London  are  to  close  on  these  days,  when  the 
offices  of  the  C.  <5'  D .  will  also  be  closed. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Garratt,  124  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  writing 
regarding  a  paragraph  which  we  quoted  from  the  American 
Druggist  about  "  Frog  in  yor.r  Throat,"  states  that  whatever 


changes  the  proprietors  may  be  trying  to  bring  about  in  the 
classes  of  retailers  who  handle  their  goods  in  America,  no 
changes  whatever  in  that  respect  are  contemplated  in  this 
country. 

"Charity  London"  is  the  telegraphic  address  of  Messrs. 
W.  Charity  &  Sons,  London,  not  "  Chants,"  as  given  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. 

Cigars  and  Cigarettes  for  Christmas  trade  are  quoted 
in  circulars  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Ingiaru  &;  Royle  (Limited), 
26  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.  The  cigars  are  the  Louis 
Tinchaut's  brand — "  La  Flour  de  Louis  Tinchaut,"  "  El 
Anello  de  Oro,"  and  "  Gloria  Victis  " — whilst  the  cigarettes 
are  "  Pearls  of  Egypt,"  made  by  Messrs.  Chelmis  &  Co., 
Cairo.  The  prices  should  be  studied  by  chemists  who  have 
a  cigar  and  cigarette  department. 

Junofloris  is  the  name  of  a  liquid  for  preserving  cut 
flowers.  It  is  brought  out  by  Junofloris,  96  High  Holborn, 
W.C.,  and  the  liquid  is  added  in  small  quantity  to  the  water  in 
which  cut  flowers  are  put.  It  is  also  of  use  in  forcing 
growing  plants.  The  solution  is  colourless,  and  is  put  up  in 
cartons,  the  packages  selling  at  Is.  and  2s.  6d.  Junofloris  is 
is  suitable  for  sale  by  chemists,  and  if  shown  on  the  counter 
will  appeal  particularly  to  lady  customers. 

First  Fruits  of  the  Convention.  —  Mr.  Thomas 
Keating  intimates  that  he  has  placed  Keating's  Anthelmintic 
Bon-bons  and  Keating's  Cough  Lozenges  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 
The  minimum  retail  prices  fixed  by  Mr.  Keating  and  the 
P.A.T.A.  Council  are  Is.,  2s.  6d.  and  4s.  for  the  1*.  l±d.,  2s.  9d. 
and  4s.  6d.  sizes  respectively.  A  considerable  reduction  is 
made  on  5/.  parcels  of  these  goods,  but  Keating's  powder 
may  be  included  in  the  order  to  make  up  the  amount. 

Pyro-metol  Developer. — Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
&  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  EC,  have  added  to  the  list  of 
tabloid  developers  one  of  pyro-metol  in  the  proportions 
advocated  in  the  Imperial  Plate  Company's  formula.  The 
developer  is  a  favourite  with  a  host  of  amateur  photo- 
graphers, and  in  compressed  form  should  still  further  extend 
in  favour.  Our  attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  a 
mortar  is  not  needed  in  making  up  this  developer,  as  the 
tablets  are  easily  broken  up  in  a  measure  with  a  glass  rod — 
a  point  which  users  will  appreciate. 

"Standard"  Tablets. — The  Standard  Tablet  Company, 
Hove,  Brighton,  are  this  week  making  a  special  offer  to  our 
readers,  in  order  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity 
of  judging  the  quality  and 
value  that  the  company 
give  in  compound  tablets. 
Thus  for  a  sovereign  they  will 
send  to  any  retailer  a  gross 
of  screw-capped  bottles, 
each  containing  twenty-five 
sugar-coated  tablets  of 
cascara-sagrada  extract 
(2  gr.).  These  tablets  are 
beautifully  finished  and 
polished,  but  there  is  no 
varnish  or  other  water-in- 
soluble coating  on  them — 
indeed,  the  coating  dis- 
solves in  cold  water  in  a 
few  seconds,  and  the  ex- 
tract is  perfectly  soluble. 
The  tablets  are  active,  and 
the  figure  of  a  larger  bottle 
which  we  give  shows 
the  style  of  get-up.  In  the 
same  manner  are  put  up 
pink  sugar-coated  sulphur 
complexion-tablets,  which  are  attractive  in  appearance,  and 
should  also  sell  readily.  Bottles  of  fifty  cost  3s.  8d.  per 
dozen,  and  bottles  of  100  6s.  per  dozen.  The  Standard 
Tablet  Company  will  send  samples  of  either,  or  both,  to  any 
chemist,  so  that  he  may  judge  for  himself  of  the  value 
offered. 

Messrs.  S.  F.  Goss  (Limited),  store  chemists,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  pending  demolition  of  the  premises,  are 
liquishing  business  at  3  Sloane  Street,  Knightsbridge,  S.W. 
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Quotations  3)tustrateo. 


Polar  Pharmacy. 

[Mr.  Carteighe  :  "We  can  conduct  examinations 
at  tbe  North  Pole  if  the  authorities  ask  us  to." — 
C.  <£■  D.,  December  6,  page  927.] 

Things  so  vexing  and  appalling 

Have  pursued  the  chemist's  calling 
That  the  Conscientious  Pharmacist  was  troubled  in  his  soul 

'Mid  his  griefs  he  lay  infested 

Till  a  master-mind  suggested 
He  should  start  a  little  business  in  the  region  of  the  Pole. 

So  he  smashed  the  chair  he  sat  in, 

Thanked  his  friend  in  fluent  Latin, 
And  quite  promptly  made  a  corner  in  the  chest-protector  trade; 

Bought  up  tons  of  cough-cure  candy, 

Fur-felt,  cotton-wool,  and  brandy, 
And  trade-marked  a  "  Frost-bite  Nosebag,"  with  which  fortunes 
would  be  made. 

Then  when  merry  hearts  went  Maying, 

O'er  the  glaciers  he  went  sleighing, 
Guiding  e'en  the  restless  motor  or  the  careful  canine  curs, 

Thawing  out  his  frozen  gear,  oh 

(Thermo. :  "  Minus  60  Zero  ") ; 
With  his  eyes  in  motor-goggles  and  the  rest  of  him  in  furs. 

Now  his  tinctures  all  are  solid, 

And  his  jellies  soon  are  jollied, 
And  the  chunks  of  unguent,  zinci  make  a  perfect  ointment-slab  ; 

He  has  "  cough  elixir  snowballs," 

And  when  down  the  frosted  toe  falls 
He  prepares  a  purple  dressing  on  the  purple  patch  to  dab. 

In  the  footmarks  made  by  Nansen 

Gaily  goes  the  Pill-man  prancin', 
As  he  ships  his  drugs  and  sundries  via  Wick  and  Labrador. 

Epidemics  he  don't  fear  'em, 

For  e'en  antitoxic  serum 
In  an  egg-shaped  lump  he  handles,  and  he's  sure  of  plenty  more  ; 

For  he's  rigged  up  a  Marconi — 

He's  so  up-to-date  and  toney — 
And  lie  "  wires  "  his  good  friend  Tocher,  who  so  deftly  hands  it  on. 

And  good  pharmaceutic  scholars 

He  has  made  the  young  North  Polers, 
Who  do  much  research  in  "  Whale  Oil,"  and  on  "  Temperatures  " 
are  "  gone." 

Many  other  things  he  taught  'em, 

And  the  happy  humour  caught  'em, 
As  he  told  of  luckless  Welshman  and  Examinator  Saul ; 

Of  the  one  and  only  Glinn,  too, 

And  the  mess  he  gets  them  into  ; 
Of  the  dark  ferocious  Givard  and  the  Apologue  of  Paul ; 

Of  the  controversial  <  arteighe, 

Once  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Party, 
And  the  "titles"  that  are  vexing  parent  brood  and  infant  spawn, 

Long  he  spake ;  they  eager  listened, 

And  with  zeal  their  eyeballs  glistened 
As  the  Borealis  twinkled  in  the  Day  without  the  Dawn. 

Now  the  brethren  of  North  Pole-land, 

Just  to  show  theirs  is  no  slow-land, 
Think  they,  too,  must  have  a  Minor— thus  a  message  to  the 
Square, 


Asking  for  examination ; 
So,  with  little  perturbation, 

Off  an  expedition  started  ;  Mister  Bremridge  paid  the  fare  ; 
So  the  Sighing  One  that  Tickles 
Our  own  Harold  (with  his  prickles), 

And  the  pharmaceutic  Edmund,  with  Examinator,  too, 
Go  with  admonitions  hearty 
From  that  cheerful  despot  Carteighe , 

To  the  dreary  Polar  regions  when  the  next  airship  is  due. 


personalities. 


Mr.  J.  F.  Child's  address  is  the  Commercial  Sale  Kooms, 
Mincing  Lane,  E.C. 

Mb.  P.  J.  Ashfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Rhyl  National  Eisteddfod  of 
1904. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lambert  has  retired  from  the  post  of  chiet 
inspector  of  the  Excise  department  of  the  Inland  Revenue. 
His  successor  is  Mr.  S.  D.  Leah,  formerly  assistant  chief 
inspector. 

The  name  of  Mr  G.  E.  P.  Broderick,  who  has  charge  of 
Messrs.  Blackwell,  Hayes  &  Co.'s  laboratory,  Birmingham,  is 
in  the  list  of  those  who  have  taken  B.Sc.  at  the  recent 
examination  of  the  London  University. 

Mr.  George  Fisher,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Market 
Street,  Longton,  who  is  removing  to  Wigton,  Cumberland 
has  been  presented  by  the  tradesmen  of  Longton  with  a 
crystal  tantalus  as  a  souvenir  of  his  pleasant  associations 
with  the  town. 

Mr.  F.  Bird,  chemist,  Spon  Street,  Covantry,  has  been  a 
representative  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  city  as  a  councillor  for 
thirty-two  years,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  City  and  County 
Council  on  Tuesday,  December  9,  was  elected  an  alderman. 
Mr.  Bird  is  also  Chairman  of  the  Coventry  School  Board,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  that  body  since  its  formation  thirty- 
two  years  ago. 


TRecent  Mills. 


Abel. — The  will  of  the  late  Sir  F.  Abel,  Bart.,  has  been 
proved  at  21,082Z.  gross,  and  20.798Z.  net.  The  executors  of 
the  will  are  his  nephew  (Mr.  Arthur  George  Bloxam,  of 
Southampton  Buildings,  patent  agent)  and  Mr.  George  Laurie 
Mackeson  (of  the  Dane,  Hythe),  probate  having  been 
renounced  by  the  testator's  brother,  Mr.  Charles  Denton 
Abel,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  such  of  his  pictures  by  Karl 
Hartmann,  and  of  his  presentation  books,  medals,  and 
decorations  as  he  rtay  select  to  devolve  as  heirlooms  in  the 
family,  and  it  was  the  testator's  wish  that  they  should  be 
left  to  his  grand-nephew  godson  (Carl  Frederick  Abel 
Pantin),  to  whom  he  bequeathed  also  2,0007.  There  are 
many  other  bequests  to  his  relatives,  and  the  residue  of  his 
property  he  bequeathed  in  trust,  for  his  adopted  daughter 
Louisa  Aspasia  Abel  and  his  godson  and  great-nephew  Carl 
Frederick  Pantin. 

Graham. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Graham, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Castle  Street,  Carlisle,  has  been 
proved  at  7,088t.  gross,  the  net  personalty  amounting  to 
896Z.  8s.  9d. 

Neal. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Neal, 
chemist  and  druggist,  112  Brighton  Road,  Croydon,  who  died 
on  June  2,  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Rachel  Neal, 
sole  executrix.  The  gross  estate  is  valued  at  1,046£.  9s.  5d., 
and  the  net  personalty  249Z.  17«.  5(2. 

Ratsey. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Madden 
Ratsey,  chemist  and  druggist,  East  Cowes  (Isle  of  Wight), 
who  died  on  June  9,  has  been  granted  to  his  executors, 
Mr.  Michael  Edward  Ratsey,  shipbuilder,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Lihou  Robertson,  merchant,  by  whom  the  gross  estate  was 
valued  at  1,656^.  15s.  Id. 


During  the  first  six  months  of  1902  drugs  and  chemicals  valued 
at  $1,723,388  were  imported  into  the  Argentine  Republic,  com- 
pared with  $1,723,388  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1901. 
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©Dserpatlona  anfc  IReflectiona. 

By  Xrayser. 

The  Council  Reports 

are  surely  very  disappointing  to  the 
increasing  number  of  pharmacists  throughout  the  country 
who  are  interesting  themselves  in  pharmaceutical  politics. 
I  have  made  this  comment  more  than  once,  and  it  was  put 
forward  with  some  force  by  Mr.  Walshaw  at  Wakefield  last 
week.  ■'  He  believed  that  the  policy  of  secrecy  was  the 
cause  of  most  of  the  apathy  and  indifference  which  prevailed 
amongst  registered  chemists."  Of  course  it  is  :  liveliness 
begets  life.  A  good  deal  of  the  Society's  business  possibly 
must  go  through  a  committee,  but  a  skilful  stage-manager 
would  take  care  that  some  topic  should  turn  up  at  every 
Council-meeting  which  should  furnish  food  for  discussion- 
We  cannot  dispute  much  over  the  Benevolent  Fund  (though 
I  commend  the  fact  of  the  110/.  deficiency  to  every  chemist 
with  half  a  crown  or  more  to  spare),  nor  will  local  associations 
excite  themselves  about  warming  the  lecture-theatre. 
The  President  with  abounding  faith  continues  to  attend 
dinners,  and  in  his  speeches  always  urges  every  member  of 
the  trade  to  join  the  Society,  and  so  help  it  to  accomplish 
this,  that,  or  the  other.  It  is  doubtful  whether  that  sort  of 
canvassing  has  any  effect  at  all.  Show  the  trade  some 
evidences  of  activity,  and  the  results  would  soon  appear. 

The  Communication  from  Barbados 

submitted  to  the  last 
Council-meeting  was  of  peculiar  interest.  The  Governor 
wants  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  to  con- 
duct examinations  there.  The  suggestion  is  novel,  but  there 
is  much  to  think  about  in  it.  If  it  can  be  done  (aud  if  for 
''conduct"  the  word  "control"  were  substituted  I  do  not 
see  the  impossibility),  a  first  step  towards  reciprocity 
throughout  the  Empire  would  be  taken.  Preliminary  studies 
could  be  tested  there  by  papers  which  could  be  transmitted 
here  for  examination ;  and  it  is  not  inconceivable  that  one 
or  two  competent  examiners  might  be  sent  out  once  a  year, 
or  perhaps  less  frequently,  with  authority  to  grant  qualifying 
certificates  to  persons  who  should  be  found  competent.  It 
is  by  co-operation  of  this  kind  extending  to  all  sections  of 
civil  life,  even  more  than  by  displays  of  military  combination, 
that  the  consolidation  of  the  British  Empire  will  be 
accomplished. 

For  Original  Ideas 

Mr.  Priestley's  communication  to  the 
Bradford  Chemists'  Association  may  be  commended.  The 
suggestion  of  co-operative  buying  not  only  of  proprietary 
articles,  but  also  of  drugs  and  sundries  is  of  course  not  new, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  carried  out  on  the  scale 
Mr.  Priestley  proposes.  When  you  buy  a  bale  of  a  drug  and 
divide  it  out  into  small  parcels  you  are  starting  a  wholesale 
business,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  co*t  involved  will 
not  swallow  up  the  saving.  Still,  it  is  probable  that  there 
are  bits  of  the  wholesale  business  that  could  thus  be 
profitably  annexed  in  a  large  town,  and  it  is  always  open  to 
co-operators  to  only  adopt  those  bits  which  can  be  exploited 
to  advantage.  Another  of  Mr.  Priestley's  ideas  related  to 
apprentices.  He  would  move  an  apprentice  from  one  master  to 
another  three  or  four  times  before  his  training  was  complete, 
giving,  say,  a  year's  service  to  each.  This  would  be  a  dis- 
advantage if  the  one  master  were  the  ideal  teacher  we 
sometimes  read  about ;  but  as  he  does  not  now  exist,  I  am 
inclined  to  back  Mr.  Priestley's  plan  heartily,  and  only  wish 
it  could  be  associated  with  a  scheme  for  gradually  testing 
the  youth's  competence  by  his  successive  masters  as  a 
substitute  for  examinations. 


Honourable  Mention 

should  be  made  of  those  members  of  the 
General  Medical  Council,  Sir  John  Tuke  and  Dr.  Heron 
Watson,  who  propose  that  the  Council's  annual  deficit 
should  be  met  by  the  abandonment  of  the  fees  paid  to  the 
members  for  their  public  services,  instead  of  by  adding  to 
the  registration-fee  of  new  practitioners.  There  is  no 
probability  of  a  majority  being  secured  in  support  of  their 
self-sacrificing  proposal,  but  in  view  of  the  vast  amount  of 
honorary  work  done  in  the  country — in  Parliament,  in  County 
Councils,  on  the  governing  boards  of  charities,  and  on  such 
professional  bodies  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  for 
example — it  does  seem  a  little  inglorious  on  the  part  of  the 
eminent  heads  of  the  medical  profession,  who  for  the  most 
part  constitute  the  General  Medical  Council,  that  they  whose 
position  is  established  should  cling  to  their  five  guineas  a 
day  at  the  expense  of  young  beginners  to  whom  a  10/.  note 
represents  something  substantial. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Claims 

of  pharmacists  will  not  be  con- 
ceded by  the  medical  authorities  in  the  lifetime  of  any  of 
us  as  an  act  of  grace ;  that  we  can  rely  upon.  Nor  do  I  see 
that  the  argument  of  justice  in  this  matter  is  particularly 
well  founded.  The  Pharmacopoeia  is  merely  a  code  by 
which  prescribers  can  express  their  requirements  with 
brevity ;  we  are  bound  by  law  to  follow  it  when  we  undertake 
to  compound  medical  prescriptions.  Incidentally,  too,  the 
Pharmacopoeia  has  come  to  have  weight  as  evidence  in 
reference  to  drugs  in  pr  >secutions  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  but  I  cannot  follow  the  argument  that  those 
who  are  bound  to  obey  a  standard  should  have  a  right  to  a 
vote  in  the  creation  of  that  standard.  Candidates  for  an 
examination  are  not  invited  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of 
the  syllabus  for  that  examination. 

Nevertheless 

we  can  all  agree  cordially  that  it  would  be  wise 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  medical  compilers  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia to  support  the  suggestion  that  representative 
pharmacists  should  share  with  them  the  responsibilities  and 
benefits  of  that  nationil  work.  They  cannot  produce  a 
Pharmacopoeia  worthy  of  the  name  without  pharmaceutical 
aid,  and  if  they  could  not  obtain  such  assistance  by  hire 
they  would  have  to  submit  to  our  corporate  terms.  But  this 
contingency  will  not  aris*  :  the  Medical  Council  will  always 
be  able  to  buy  expert  assistance.  What,  then,  is  our  alter- 
native ?  Obviously  to  compete  with  them.  There  is  no  law 
to  prevent  us  from  producing  a  Pharmacists'  Pharmacopoeia, 
nor  any  to  prevent  anyone  who  chooses  to  do  so  from 
adopting  it.  If  ours  were  a  better  work  than  theirs,  it  would 
soon  take  its  place  as  a  standard  ;  and  if  it  became  an 
established  success,  the  amalgamation  of  our  forces  would 
only  be  a  question  of  time. 

The  Wheeldon  Judgment, 

I  learn  from  the  speech  of  the 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  not  satisfactory 
to  "  some  of  us."  I  hope  the  "  some  "  does  not  include  any- 
one who  even  approximates  the  influential  position  which 
Mr.  Newsholme  occupies.  Why,  that  judgment  not  only 
safeguarded  the  public,  as  we  are  bound  to  believe  if  we 
believe  the  qualification  to  be  any  good  at  all,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  added  some  50  per  cent,  to  the  market  value  of 
the  qualification.  Before  it  was  given  the  Pharmacy  Act 
was  little  better  than  a  dead  letter  from  the  point  of  view 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  framed ;  after  it,  things  got 
awkward  for  people  who  carried  on  chemists'  businesses 
with  the  aid  of  cheap  labour.  These  people  still  exist,  but 
it  is  too  complimentary  to  them  when  the  P.P.S.  refers  to 
them  as  "  some  of  us." 
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GOOD  WINTER  LINES 

LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS. 

"To  breathe  'Sanitas'  is  to  breathe  health."— 

i  Gordon-  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  E.nt. 


"  SANITAS  "  BRONCHITIS  each. 

KETTLES  -      -      -  28.  6d. 

"SANITAS"  INHALERS  -  2s.  6d. 
"SANITAS"  POCKET 

INHALERS  IS.  Od. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

is.  &  as.  Bottles. 
"SANITAS"  EMBROCATION, 

IS.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 

Pamphlets  Free. 


THE  "SANITAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


PARROT  SEED 
MIXTURE. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT  S  PATENT,  LIB- 

24  &  25  Fenchurcb  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


O.  MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

2Cv6cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  Owt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1 9/6=1 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25  /  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA' 

21  /  cwt. 

EPSOM    SAL   S,  ESS 
.Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S    E  A  RTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cwV 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ cwt. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lows  t.  Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOUT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32  /  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10..S 

Finest 
oRROWROOT 

<i>  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  raili 
London  at  above  prices.  ^ 

JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MAXIMUM    OF  PROFIT 

WITH   A  [2] 
MINIMUM     OF  TROUBLE. 

By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 

Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER, 


LISTER'S 

MADE  BY 

John  Milne 


UNDEK 


LORD  LISTER'S 
PERSONAL  DIRECTIONS. 


00°P  GAUZE 

WILSON  STREET,  NEW  CROSS  ROAD,  S.E. 


"Lord  Roberts'    Natural  Hungarian 

Label-       BITTER  WATER. 

Magnesium  Sulphate  Aperient. 

The  "Lancet"  says :—"  Typical   Natural  Purgative  Water. 
Mild,  painless,  non-nauseating.    Full  dose  is  comparatively 
small." 

Sold  at  a  Popular  Price,  showing  a  large  profit  to  Chemists. 

For  Trade  terms,  Press  matter,  Analysis,  and  Samples, 
apply  to 

KRONTHAL  WATERS,  LIMITED, 

70  Dean  Street,  Oxford  Street,  LONDON,  W. 


Med icine= stamp  Questions. 

We  have  occasionally  been  asked  if  cures  for  drunkenness 
are  liable  to  stamp-duty,  if  recommended,  and  we  put  the 
matter  to  the  Stamp  Department  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
with  the  result  that  they  informed  us  that  "  cures  for 
drunkenness  have  been  held  to  be  liable  to  medicine-stamp 
duty."  This  raised  the  further  question  :  Upon  what  ground 
are  such  medicines  liable  ?  The  general  charge  of  duty 
includes  '-preparations  ...  to  be  used  ...  as  medicines 
for  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  disorder  or  com- 
plaint incident  to  or  in  any  wise  affecting  the  human  body." 
Drunkenness  not  usually  being  regarded  as  a  disease,  we 
again  wrote  to  the  Stamp  Department,  and  received  the 
following  reply  :  — 
28055  S. 

902.        Stamps.         Inland  Revenue, 

Somerset  House,  London,  W.C., 
30th  October,  1902. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  your  further  letter  of  the  2l)th  inst.,  I 
am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  state  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  conditions  produced  by  excesses,  either  of 
alcohol  or  drugs,  are  properly  described  by  the  terms  "  disorder  or 
complaint,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  52  Geo.  III.,  c.  150, 
and  that,  therefore,  medicinal  preparations  recommended  for  their 
cure  or  relief  must  be  held  to  be  within  the  general  charge  to 
medicine-stamp  duty.  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

The  Editor,  E.  E.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
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It  will  be  noted  that  this  is  still  a  guarded  reply ;  para- 
phrased, it  means  that  medicines  recommended  for  curing 
the  conditions  produced  by  excesses  of  alcohol  and  drugs 
are  liable  to  stamp-duty.  We  cannot  expect  the  Board  to 
specify  the  conditions,  but  we  should  not  think  craving  for 
drink  is  any  more  a  disorder  or  complaint  than  is  hunger  for 
food  ;  but  weakness,  loss  of  memory,  and  sleeplessness, 
rasulting  from  drunkenness,  we  would  regard  as  conditions 
for  stamping. 

In  our  issue  of  October  18  we  referred  to  the  sale  of  entire 
drugs  by  small  shopkeepers,  not  being  chemists  or  licensees, 
and  we  then  stated  that  there  are  conditions  in  which  a 
licence  is  necessary  although  the  medicine  is  not  recom- 
mended. Entire  drugs  which  are  patented  were  specially 
referred  to.  In  our  issue  of  September  27  we  replied  to  a 
correspondent  who  puts  up  a  pare  drug  (acetanilide)  as 
powders  with  the  following  wording:  "One  penny  each, 
also  in  sixpenny  packets.  Tasteless  headache  and  toothache 
powders.  Dose  for  adults :  One  powder  mixed  in  sugar. 
Children  may  take  from  one-third  to  half  a  powder."  We 
said  that  the  powders  could  be  retailed  without  a 
licence,  because  there  is  no  ground  of  liability  in  the  label. 
We  have  since  received  correspondence  which  illustrates 
the  necessity  of  being  precise  in  submitting  matters  of  this 
kind  for  opinion.  The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  about 
twelve  years  ago  passed  the  label  as  not  liable  to  stamp- 
duty.  On  September  8  our  correspondents  asked  the  Board 
if  retailers  of  the  powders  required  a  licence.  The  Board 
replied,  quoting  substantially  the  entire-drug  exemption. 
Then  our  correspondents  got  into  communication  with  the 
local  supervisor,  and  he  appears  to  have  advised  the  removal 
from  the  card  on  which  the  powders  were  exposed  for  sale 
of  the  words  "  also  relieve  neuralgia  and  rheumatism." 
The  wording  was  thus  reduced  to  "  headache  and  tooth- 
ache powders.  They  are  harmless,  tasteless,  and  effectual."' 
The  local  supervisor  did  not  reply  to  a  further  letter 
asking  whether  matters  were  now  right,  which  is  not 
surprising,  as  it  is  not  his  business  to  deal  with  things  of 
this  kind.  The  next  heard  of  the  matter  was  a  warning  sent 
from  a  local  Inland  Revenue  office  to  an  unlicensed  dealer 
(not  a  chemist)  not  to  sell  the  powders  without  a  licence, 
but  since  then  the  following  reply  has  been  received  from 
Somerset  House : — 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  fully  admit  that 
these  powders,  if  consisting  solely  of  acetanilide,  as  was  the  case 
with  a  sample  of  the  article  analyse!  at  the  Government  labora- 
tory, fall  within  the  exemption  from  medicine  stamp-duty  in  the 
"  Act  52  Geo.  III.,  c.  150,  in  favour  of  medicinal  drugs  uttered 
or  vended  entire  without  any  mixture  or  composition  with  any 
other  drug  or  ingredient  whatsoever."  This  exemption,  however, 
as  you  will  observe  on  reference  to  the  wording  of  the  Act,  only 
applies  to  the  sale  of  such  drugs  "  by  any  surgeon  in  the  Navy  or 

Army,  &c."    In  the  case  of  Messrs.  the  article  in  question 

was  advertised  by  the  words  "headache  and  toothache  powders," 
"  also  relieve  neuralgia  and  rheumatism,"  and  "  effectual." 
These  words  clearly  constitute  a  recommendation  of  the  powders 
as  effectual  in  cases  of  headache  and  toothache,  and  as  also 
relieving  neuralgia  and  rheumatism ;  and  they  can  therefore  only 
be  sold  unstamped  by  a  licensed  or  otherwise  qualified  vendor,  as 
specified  above.  I  may  explain,  for  your  further  information  and 
guidance,  that  in  practice  the  Board,  recognising  the  expediency 
of  allowing  such  words  to  be  used  on  a  bottle  of  medicine  sold 
unstamped  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  one  preparation  to  be 
distinguished  from  another,  do  not  take  proceedings  in  cases 
whe'  e  the  names  of  not  more  than  two  diseases,  and  those  of  a  I 
closely  allied  nature,  or  of  not  more  than  two  members  of  the 
human  body,  precede  such  a  word  as  "  powders  "  on  a  package  of 
medicine  sold  unstamped,  whether  by  a  licensed  or  by  an  un- 
licensed vendor,  provided  that  no  dutiable  phraseology  appears  in 
the  rest  of  the  label.  In  accordance  with  this  practice,  the  label 
treated  of  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  September  27  last 
is  regarded  as  nondiable,  whether  the  medicine  consisted  of  a 
pure  drug  or  of  a  mixture.  In  the  present  case  the  Board  would 
not  be  disposed  to  regard  the  label  for  your  powders  as  involving 
liability,  either  to  stamp-duty  or  to  licence-duty,  provided  that 
they  are  merely  recommended  as  "  tasteless  headache  and  tooth- 


ache powders,"  all  reference  to  the  relief  of  neuralgia,  &c,  or  of 
the  powders  being  effectual,  &c,  being  omitted. 

This  letter  is  of  considerable  importance  in  view  of  the 
observations  which  we  recently  made  regarding  the  probable 
liability  of  certain  entire  drugs  to  licence-duty  even  when 
not  recommended,  also  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the 
Board  state  clearly  the  conditions  under  which  entire  drugs 
may  be  sold,  with  descriptive  names  other  than  the  names 
of  the  articles,  without  liability  to  stamp  and  licence  duties. 


The  Iodide= market. 

The  tactics  which  the  iodine  syndicate  have  pursued  in 
regard  to  stifling  competition  with  Japanese  iodides,  do  not 
appear  to  have  met  with  the  success  that  was  expected. 
Indeed,  judging  from  a  letter  we  have  received  from  our 
Yokohama  correspondent  this  week,  we  understand  that  their 
operations  in  Japan  are  practically  suspended,  and  the  ex- 
portation of  iodides  from  Japan  is  going  on  steadily.  There 
is  now  only  one  Japanese  drug-house  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  iodine  convention,  the  other  having  gone  into 
bankruptcy.  A  significant  fact  is  that  up  to  the  end  of 
October  not  a  single  pound  of  foreign  iodide  has  been 
imported  into  Japan,  so  that  the  competition,  which  dates 
back  to  1895,  virtually  came  to  an  end  last  year,  and  since 
then  the  industry  has  forged  ahead.  The  Japanese  have 
always  regarded  the  domestic  demand  for  their  product  with 
indifference,  and  have  made  every  effort  to  increase  their 
exports.  In  this  they  have  been  successful,  as  the  following 
figures  show  : — 

Crude  Iodine 
lbs. 


1899   11,881 

1900   14,300 

1901   18,500 

1902  i up  to  September)  ...  9,000 


Pot.  Iodid. 
lbs. 
5,325 
8,710 
9,200 
6,000 


The  annual  production  of  iodine  in  Japan  is  estimated  at 
about  100,000  lbs.,  of  which  50,000  to  60.000  lbs.  is  consumed 
locally,  leaving  the  remainder  to  be  exported.  The  crude 
iodine  is  sent  chiefly  to  London  and  the  Continent,  and 
potassium  iodide  to  British  India,  the  Dutch  Indies,  China, 
and  Australia.  The  syndicate  are  well  aware  that  Japanese 
crude  iodine  is  now  bought  and  sold  on  the  London  market, 
but  such  transactions  are  spoken  of  with  bated  breath  among 
the  select  few.  There  is  no  regular  supply  of  such  iodine 
on  this  market,  but  as  parcels  are  offered,  they  are  freely 
taken  up,  and  by  customers  of  the  syndicate. 

Foreign-made  iodides  were  first  introduced  into  Japan 
some  thirty  years  ago,  and  judging  from,  the  following 
statistics  relating  to  the  imports  of  iodide  of  potassium  since 
1884,  the}-  have  met  with  a  considerable  demand: — 

32,600  lbs.  1893 
6,000  lbs.  1894 
15,750  lbs.  1695 


1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 


1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 


20,900  lbs. 
27,000  lbs. 
31,900  lbs. 
19,350  lbs. 
29,500  lbs. 
19,700  lbs. 


1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 


10,250  lbs. 

2,750  lbs. 
28,300  lbs. 
31,450  lbs. 

6,180  lbs. 
26,400  lbs. 
28,670  lbs. 
20,100  lbs. 
10,000  lbs. 


Twenty-five  years  ago  Mr.  Kase  commenced  to  manu- 
facture Japanese  iodine  from  seaweed,  and  he  had  a  very 
hard  struggle  to  make  it  on  a  commercial  scale,  for  it  was 
not  until  1892  that  native-made  iodine  and  iodides 
appeared  on  the  Japanese  market.  Since  then  the  pro- 
duction has  slowly  but  steadily  increased.  Competition 
between  foreign  and  Japanese  make  commenced  in  1895,  and 
in  1897  the  syndicate  made  a  determined  effort  to  crush  the 
native  industry  but  without  success,  as  in  1900  Japanese 
iodides  appeared  on  the  London  market.    The  above  table  of 
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exports  demonstrates  that  the  tactics  of  the  Japanese  agent 
of  the  syndicate  have  not  succeeded,  and  that  it  has  been  im- 
possible to  destroy  a  naturally  growing  industry. 


"  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited)." 

Considerable  excitement  has  been  apparent  in  the  news- 
papers this  week  over  the  prospectus  of  a  company  with 
160  000/.  capital  called  "  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited) 
(Johann  Maria  Farina  &  Co.)."  Messrs.  J.  &  E.  McCracken, 
the  agents  for  the  well-known  "  Gegeniiber  "  brand,  ask  us  to 
.state  that  their  principal,  Johann  Maria  Farina,  gegeniiber 
dem  Jiilichs-Platz,  Cologne,  is  not  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  company  advertised.  We  observe  that  the  Cologne  offices 
of  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited)  are  8  Brandenburger  Strasse, 
yet  the  advertisement  contains  the  following  statement : — 

The  "  Genuine  Quality,"  our  firm's  own  manufacture,  from  first 
to  last  has  never  changed,  and  can  be  easily  distinguished  by  the 
pungency  and  penetrating  nature  of  its  aroma,  also  by  our  own 
celebrated  label  bearing  our  firm's  signature,  and  in  tbis  country 
the  word  "  Gegeniiber  "  with  the  "  Platz  "  or  "  Strasse  "  in  the  city 
of  Cologne  as  mentioned  herein. 

We  have  never  known  any  eau  de  Cologne,  other  than  that 
for  which  Messrs  McCracken  are  agents,  to  be  called  the 
"  Gegeniiber  "  in  this  country.  The  prospectus  further  says 
that  amongst  the  property  to  be  acquired  is  "  the  well-known 
Jiilicher  business  and  Joseph  Platz  business."  This,  again, 
carries  the  mind  at  once  to  Jiilichs  Platz,  with  which  Eau  de 
Cologne  (Limited)  has  no  connection.  It  appears  from  the 
prospectus  that  the  Eau  de  Cologne  for  which  160.000/.  is 
want  -d  is  the  "  Three  Stars  "  brand,  but  the  Secretary  of  the 
new  company  in  a  letter  to  us  says  :  — 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  every  care  will  be  taken  on 
the  properties  being  conveyed  that  a  perfectly  equitable  bargain 
has  been  obtained  for  the  shareholders  and  due  value  received  by 
the  company.  At  the  proper  time  it  will  probably  be  seen  that  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  vendors  has  been  effected  and 
a  valuable  monopoly  secured,  full  particulars  of  which  will  be 
submitted  to  the  shareholders. 

The  Secretary  also  says:  "The  London  Directory  will  show 
several  firms  of  Johann  Maria  Farina  claiming  the  right  to 
use  the  name,  but  each  challenging  the  other."  More  than 
one  has  certainly  written  to  us  disavowing  any  connection 
with  "  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited),"  and  in  such  a  contingency 
as  this  money  should  not  have  been  asked  for  from  the 
British  public  without  making  it  perfectly  clear  what 
"monopoly"  is  acquired.  We  observe  that  the  Kotnisehe 
Zeittmg  reports  that  Mr.  Pantenburg's  firm  "Gegeniiber  dem 
Josephs  Platz"  was  dissolved  by  a  Court,  but  an  appeal 
against  this  decision  is  pending.  Meanwhile  a  new  firm, 
"Johann  Maria  Farina  in  der  Jiilicher  Strasse," 
has  been  registered,  which  evidently  represents  the 
Jiilicher  business.  We  may  add  that  the  subscription-list  to 
Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited)  opened  on  Wednesday  and  closed 
on  Thursday,  and  those  who  applied  for  shares  had  to  send 
all  the  money  for  the  amount  subscribed.  We  do  not 
suppose  any  of  our  readers  have  reduced  their  bank-balance 
in  consequence,  but,  as  the  principal  retailers  of  eau  de 
Cologne,  they  doubtless  share  our  curiosity  about  the  actual 
monopoly  that  is  being  sold. 

[Application  was  made  to  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  on  Thursday 
to  restrain  this  company  from  withdrawing  from  the  London 
City  and  Midland  Bank  any  money  deposited  in  the  Bank  by 
the  subscribers,  also  by  the  Bank  to  restrain  the  use  of  its 
name  on  the  prospectus.    The  hearing  is  to-day  (Friday).] 


CIVET. 

The  recent  paper  on  civet,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry,  in  this 
journal  (November  29,  page  901)  has  been  followed  by 
another  communicated  to  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  in 


which  Mr.  Herbert  E.  Burgess,  F.C.S.,  of  the  London  Essence 
Company,  records  the  result  of  experiments  which  he  has 
carried  out.  In  his  note  Mr.  Burgess  records  the  percentages 
of  ash,  volatile  matter  (including  water),  acetone  extract,  and 
chloroform  extract  with  the  saponification-numbers  of  the 
extracts.  Mr.  Burgess's  note  is  in  a  sense  provisional,  as  he 
will  shortly  communicate  a  fuller  one  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  Meanwhile  he  corroborates  generally  the  utility 
of  Mr.  Parry's  method  for  estimating  vaseline,  which  has 
recently  been  used  for  adulterating  civet .  Little  is  known 
about  the  analysis  of  this  perfume  material,  and  it  is  much 
to  be  desired  that  we  should  get  upon  a  proper  basis,  as  there 
is  much  adulterated  stuff  about. 

A  COLD  INCIDENT. 

An  Ameiican  layman  dropped  into  our  office  one  day  last 
week  to  ask  where  he  could  get  a  certain  remedy  for  cold 
which  he  had  used  in  the  United  States  with  success.  He 
had  tried  various  pharmacies  in  the  City  and  could  not  get 
it,  but  something  else  of  the  same  nature  and  get-up  appeared 
to  be  prevalent.  We  were  surprised,  as  the  article  is  well 
known  and  is  and  has  always  been  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 
This  state  of  affairs  is  not  right,  and  is  opposed  to  the 
p  inciples  well  supported  by  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention,  but 
is  exactly  one  of  those  grains  of  fact  which  sometimes  over- 
turn a  bushel  of  argument.  We  observe  that  the  Anti- 
cutting  Record  has  something  to  say  about  the  same  matter, 
and  remarks  that  "chemists  who  live  within,  say,  a  fifty- 
mile  radius  of  London  frequently  complain  that  the  local 
people  who  ought  to  give  them  their  support  get  nearly 
everything  they  want  from  the  '  stores  '  in  town.  The  local 
men  have  undoubtedly  a  legitimate  grievance,  but  the  cases 
quoted  throw,  perhaps,  a  salutary  light  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  and  may  account  for  some,  at  least,  of  the 
defections  to  the  '  stores.'  " 

A  CASE  OF  IMPORTANCE. 

We  devote  so  much  of  our  space  to  reports  of  legal 
proceedings  which  interest  the  trade,  and  for  the  guidance 
of  individual  chemists,  that  it  seems  rather  an  innovation  to 
mention  a  debate  which  the  Bolton  Law  Students'  Society 
had  recently  along  with  Dewsbury  and  Wakefield  law 
students.  In  the  afternoon  they  had  played  football 
together,  Bolton  winning  by  seven  goals  to  five  ;  then  they 
sat  down  to  discuss  this  problem : — 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  wholesale  druggist,  who  purports  to  sell  extract 
of  dandelion  to  a  retail  druggist.  The  drug  turns  out  to  be 
extract  of  belladonna,  which  has  been  wrongly  labelled  by  the 
negligence  of  Mr.  Jones's  assistant  The  retail  druggist,  who 
happens  to  examine  it,  being  doubtful  whether  the  drug  is  really 
extract  of  dandelion,  places  it  aside  preparatory  to  the  more 
minute  examination.  He  forgets  to  mention  the  fact  to  his 
assistants,  one  of  whom,  not  knowing  why  the  drug  was  put  aside, 
sells  to  it  a  doctor,  who  uses  it  for  a  patient,  who  is  thereby  made 
seriously  ill.  Has  the  patient  any  right  of  action  against  Mr. 
Jones,  the  wholesale  druggist  ? 

The  Dewsbury  and  Wakefield  men  took  the  view  that  the 
retailer  would  not  be  liable  to  distinguish  between  the  two 
drugs  unless  he  handled  the  same,  and  there  would  be  no 
obligation  on  the  retailer  to  examine  the  drugs  supplied  by 
the  wholesaler,  or  on  the  part  of  the  doctor.  The  liability 
rested  on  a  tort  arising  out  of  a  contract,  and  therefore  no 
privity  of  contract  was  needed  to  fasten  liability  on 
defendant.  The  position  was  the  same  as  if  the  patient  had 
bought  direct  from  the  wholesaler.  The  Bolton  men  opposed 
this  view,  and  after  hearing  much  argument  the  President 
decided  in  favour  of  Dewsbury  and  Wakefield,  stating  his 
impression  was  that  the  wholesale  dealer  was  responsible, 
but  his  two  colleagues  agreed  that  the  action  would  lie 
against  the  retail  chemist,  and  the  verdict  was  accordingly 
given  in  Bolton's  favour.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  a 
case  similar  to  this  occurred  some  years  ago,  and  the  result 
was  reported  in  the  C.  $f  D.,  December  18,  1886. 
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Cbrietmas  Spices. 

By  John  R.  Jacksox. 


IT  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  define  what  is  a  spice  and  what 
is  a  condiment.  An  ordinary  dictionary  tells  us  that  the 
former  is  "  an  aromatic  plant "  and  the  latter  "  a  seasoning." 
In  a  broad  sense  a  spice  may  be  regarded  as  a  fragrant 
substance  that  is  chiefly  used  in  flavouring  cakes,  puddings, 
sweetmeats,  and  confectionery  generally,  as  well  as  in  per- 
fumery and  pharmacy  ;  while  a  condiment  is  usually  marked 
by  its  pungency,  and  is  more  adapted  to  flavouring  savoury 
than  sweet  dishes. 

The  demand  for  spices  at  this  season  gives  the  opportunity 
of  drawing  attention  to  the  completeness  of  the  system 


of  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  supplying  valuable  eco- 
nomic products  from  all  parts  of  a  plant.  The  five 
principal  spices  of  commerce  are  apt  illustrations  of  this 
fact.  In  the  clove,  for  instance,  the  commercial  article  is 
the  flower-bud  ;  in  allspice  the  fruit;  in  nutmeg  the  seed; 
in  cinnamon  the  bark  ;  and  in  ginger  the  underground  stem 
or  rhizome.  Moreover,  they  represent  the  characteristic 
property  of  each  of  the  four  natural  orders  to  which  they 
belong.  The  clove  {Eugenia  caryophyllata)  and  allspice 
belong  to  the  same  natural  order — Myrtacecc — which  con- 
tains a  large  number  of  aromatic  plants.  Though  botanically 
allied,  geographically  the  clove  and  allspice  are  very  widely 
separated ;  for  the  first  carries  us  back  to  very  early  days 
when  our  communication  with  the  East  was  slow  and  difficult, 


and  when  the  Spice  Islands,  as  the  Moluccas  were  then 
called,  were  known  to  few,  except  by  name.  The  clove-trees 
were  very  carefully  cultivated  by  the  Dutch,  who  exercised  a 
monopoly  over  the  produce,  allowing  only  a  limited  quantity 
to  be  exported,  so  that  the  price  in  the  European  markets 
was  kept  up,  and  the  plants  themselves  were  jealously 
guarded,  so  that  no  cuttings  or  seeds  could  be  taken  from 
their  native  islands  and  established  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  The  clove,  however,  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  a 
monopoly  in  any  one  country.  Penang,  Bencoolen,  Amboyna, 
and  other  parts  of  the  East  yield  excellent  qualities  and 
large  quantities  of  cloves,  and  we  get  them  also  from 
Zanzibar,  while  the  tree  grows  well  in  the  West  Indies  and 
Mauritius.  The  flower-buds  are  gathered  just  before  the 
opening  period,  at  which  time  they  are  in  the  best  condition 
both  as  to  appearance  and  flavour.  The  mode  of  gathering 
is  either  picking  by  hand  or  by  thrashing  the  trees  with 
bamboo  poles,  sheets  being  spread 
beneath  the  trees  to  catch  them  as 
they  fall.  The  plump,  elongated,  oval 
fruit,  sometimes  seen  in  the  market 
under  the  name  of  "mother  cloves," 
are  the  mature  fruits,  which  contain 
an  oil  of  a  much  less  delicate  fra- 
grance than  that  of  the  clove  itself. 
As  the  object  of  the  clove-cultivation 
is  the  flower-buds,  the  fruits  are  sel- 
dom allowed  to  form,  consequently 
they  are  a  very  limited  commodity. 
The  average  annual  crop  of  cloves 
from  each  tree  is  stated  to  be  from 
2  lbs.  to  2§  lbs.,  but  a  fine  tree  has 
been  known  to  yield  125  lbs.  in  one 
season,  and  as  it  takes  about  5.000 
cloves  to  weigh  a  pound,  the  tree  must 
have  borne  about  625.000  flowers. 
The  flowers  are  gathered  in  the  bud 
form  before  opening.  Buds  and  ex- 
panded flowers  are  both  shown  in  the 
illu.-tration. 

In  the  allspice,  or  pimento  (Pimenta 
officinalis),  we  have  a  small  berry-like 
fruit,  the  produce  of  a  small  regular- 
growing  tree,  largely  cultivated  in 
Jamaica  and  in  other  West  Indian 
islands,  where  the  trees  are  planted 
uniformly  in  rows,  hence  the  planta- 
tions are  known  as  pimento-walks. 
The  air  filled  with  the  fragrance  of  the 
flowers  of  a  pimento-plantation  is  said 
to  be  overpowering,  as  they  are  pro- 
duced in  such  large  numbers,  and  are 
succeeded  by  an  almost  equal  abun- 
dance of  berries.  These  are  gathered 
when  they  are  about  the  size  of  an 
ordinary  pea  and  just  before  they 
become  ripe,  at  which  time  the  essen- 
tial oil  is  most  abundant  and  of  the 
most  delicate  fragrance.  In  the  pro- 
cess of  drying,  which  is  done  by 
spreading  them  out  in  the  sun,  they 
change  from  green  to  the  fine  choco- 
late-brown so  characteristic  of  a 
freshly  opened  package  of  pimento. 
Ihe  term  "allspice"  is  said  to  be 
derived  from  a  resemblance  in  flavour 
between  pimento  and  a  mixture  of 
cloves,  nutmeg,  and  cinnamon.  As  a  flavouring-agent, 
especially  in  the  national  plum-pudding,  allspice  is  very 
much  in  demand. 

For  the  home  of  the  nutmeg  {Mi/riittica  fragrans,  which 
belongs  to  the  small  order  Myrhticareai).  we  have  again  to 
go  to  the  Moluccas,  and  what  has  been  said  about  the  clove 
applies  equally  to  the  nutmeg  in  relation  to  its  culture  and 
jealous  preservation  and  protection  by  the  Dutch.  A  little 
more  difficulty  would  seem  to  be  experienced  in  keeping  the 
nutmeg  within  its  original  bounds  than  would  be  the  case 
with  the  clove,  because  the  nutmeg  being  the  actual  seed 
would,  were  it  not  thoroughly  dried  and  the  germ  killed,  be 
likely  to  germinate  after  exportation.  To  provide  against 
this,  the  Dutch  not  only  took  every  precaution  to  kill  the 


Spice  Pjlants. 

1.  Clove,  showing  Buds  and  Expanded  Flowers. 

2.  Pimento,  or  Allspice — a,  Fruits. 

3.  Nutmeg— Lower  Fruit  showing  Mace  surrounding  the  Nutmeg;  b,  Section 

of  Seed,  showing  Rumination. 

4.  Cinnamon — c,  Fruits ;  d,  Portion  of  Quilled  Bark. 

5.  Ginger,  showing  Flower  and  Rhizome — e,  Small  portion  of  Rhizome. 
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germ  by  complete  drying,  but  also  steeped  it  in  a  lime- 
solution  to  ensure  that  no  vitality  might  remain,  and  also  to 
give  it  a  clean,  white  appearance,  which  was  supposed  to 
enhance  its  value  in  the  market.  The  nutmeg,  like  the 
clove,  had  been  introduced  into  Bencoolen,  Malacca, 
Singapore,  and  Penang,  and  in  more  recent  times  into  Brazil, 
the  West  Indies,  India,  and  Ceylon.  The  largest  supplies 
that  come  into  this  country  are  from  Bencoolen,  Banda,  and 
Penang.  The  nutmeg-tree  is  noteworthy  among  spice- 
plants  as  yielding  two  distinct  spices  from  the  same  fruit, 
the  second  product  being  mace,  which  is  the  fleshy  red  or 
orange-coloured  arillus  nearly  covering  the  outer  woody  shell 
of  the  seed,  as  shown  in  the  lower  opened  fruit  in  the 
drawing.  Very  large  quantities  of  nutmegs  and  mace  are 
imported  to  this  country,  and  are  largely  used  for  culinary 
purposes,  as  well  as  in  perfumery. 

The  delicate  flavour  of  cinnamon  causes  it  to  be  classed 
amongst  the  favoured  spices.  The  tree  furnishing  it 
(Cinnamomum  zcylanieuni)  belongs  to  the  natural  order 
Laurinem,  in  most  of  the  members  of  which  a  fragrant  oil  is 
present.  As  its  specific  name  indicates,  the  tree  is  a  native 
of  Ceylon,  whence  it  has  been  introduced  into  Tinnevelly 
and  other  parts  of  India,  as  well  as  in  many  other  tropical 
countries.  In  Ceylon,  where  the  best  cinnamon  is  obtained, 
the  plants  are  coppiced,  so  as  to  cause  several  shoots  to 
spring  from  the  same  stool.  These  are  cut  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  the  bark  being  removed  by  making  two  or  more 
longitudinal  incisions  extending  the  whole  length  of  the 
shoot,  and  inserting  the  end  of  a  small  knife.  After  being 
left  for  a  day,  the  outer  bark  separates  from  the  inner, 
which,  being  scraped,  curls  up  in  drying,  when  the  smaller 
quills  are  inserted  into  the  larger  until  a  compact  stick  of 
40  inches  long  is  produced,  and  these  are  afterwards  made 
up  into  large  cylindrical  bundles  and  sewn  up  in  canvas  for 
the  purposes  of  export.  A  small  portion  of  this  rolled  bark 
is  shown  in  the  drawing. 

The  four  plants  already  mentioned  belong  to  natural 
orders  included  in  the  dicotyledonous  group.  Ginger 
belongs  to  the  monocotyledons  (natural  order  Settaminea). 
Reference  to  the  drawing  will  show  the  narrow  leaves  and 
long,  reed-like  character  of  the  plant  generally.  Though  the 
native  country  of  the  plant  is  uncertain,  it  is  generally 
believed  to  have  come  from  tropical  Asia,  where  it'has  been 
cultivated  from  very  early  times.  Prom  Asia  it  appears  to 
have  passed  into  the  West  Indies,  where  it  is  now  abundant, 
and  from  both  the  East  and  West  Indies  it  has  spread 
throughout  the  warmer  parts  of  both  worlds.  Ginger  is  the 
rhizome,  or  underground  stem,  of  Zingiber  officinale,  which, 
after  being  dug  up,  is  placed  in  boiling  water,  then  care- 
fully dried.  Some  of  it  is  afterwards  scraped,  forming  un- 
coated  ginger,  and  with  other  qualities  the  skin  is  left  on. 
The  uses  of  ginger  are  very  varied.  In  their  young,  succu- 
lent condition  the  rhizomes  are  boiled  in  syrup  both  in  China 
and  the  West  Indies,  and  largely  exported  under  the  name  of 
"preserved  ginger."  In  its  ripened  and  dry  state  the 
rh  zome  is  used  in  confectionery,  pickling,  cooking,  and 
pharmacy.  It  forms  a  connecting-link  between  a  spice  and 
a  condiment,  its  fragrant  qualities  placing  it  amongst  the 
first,  and  its  pungency  qualifying  it  for  a  position  among-t 
the  second.  Ginger  is  a  very  important  commercial  product, 
and  though,  perhaps,  not  so  much  in  demand  as  other  spices 
at  the  Christmas  season  except  in  its  preserved  form,  it 
always  meets  with  a  steady  sale. 


A  Sale  of  Salicylic  Vaseline  by  a  druggist  in  Liegnitz 
brought  him  into  court  for  infringing  the  pharmacy  law,  it 
being  urged  that  the  preparation  is  a  remedy.  He  was  fined, 
but  appealed,  and  his  counsel  satisfied  the  Court  that  salicylic 
acid  is  on  the  free  list,  while  vaseline  is  a  prophylactic  as 
well  as  a  remedy,  and  the  salicyclic  vaseline  was  sold  as  a 
prophylactic  for  the  feet.  The  judgment  of  the  lower  Court 
was,  therefore,  reversed. 

The  syllabus  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy  has 
had  to  be  reprinted  owing  to  the  large  number  of  applica- 
tions. Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  has  taken  the  opportunity  to  add  a 
quantity  of  information  useful  to  students,  such  as  tables  of 
the  elements,  list  of  indicators,  volumetric  equations,  per- 
centage purity  of  B.P.  chemicals,  doses,  percentage  solutions, 
specific  gravities,  weights  and  measures,  and  poison  regula- 
tions. Many  of  these  are  points  upon  which  a  ready  means 
of  reference  is  desirable. 


Stanoaros  for  flfteoicinea. 

DISCUSSION  RESUMED  AT  BLOOMSBURY  SQUARE. 


AT  the  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 10,  the  discussion  was  resumed  on  the  paper  by  Mr. 
John  C.  Umney  read  last  month  (see  C.  4'  November  15, 
page  823).  In  his  paper  Mr.  Umney  discussed  (1)  standards 
of  purity  in  regard  to  chemicals  and  drugs,  and  (2)  standards 
of  efficacy,  giving  numerous  analytical  data  for  chemicals, 
drugs,  and  galenical  preparations,  and  the  whole  matter  was 
fairly  discussed  from  the  manufacturers'  point  of  view.  This 
week's  meeting  was  set  back  to  Wednesday,  owing  to  the 
wholesalers'  meetings  on  Tuesday,  and  when  the  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen)  came  into  the  lecture-hall  there 
was  a  good  attendance,  including  Messrs.  W.  C.  Allen,  C. 
Umney,  J.  S.  Ward,  W.  L.  Howie,  H.  Gadd,  H.  W.  Gadd, 
F.  Ransom,  Sydney  Morgan,  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  E.  White, 
C.  J.  Moor,  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  E.  T.  Brewis,  John  Lorimer, 
W.  H.  Martindale,  W.  G.  Piper  (Melbourne),  H.  Collins,  and 
Dr.  F.  B.  Power. 

The  Vice-President  apologised  for  the  absence  of  the 
President,  who  had  to  attend  an  important  meeting  at 
Sheffield  on  the  following  day,  and  then  referred  to  the  paper 
read  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  at  the  last  meeting.  The  remarks 
which  followed  were  then  mainly  from  a  wholesaler's  point 
of  view,  and  when  a  favourable  opportunity  presented  itself 
to  adjourn  the  discussion  it  was  deemed  convenient  to  take 
the  retail  pharmacist's  view  of  the  question  at  the  next 
meeting.  Since  then  a  paper  on  the  subject  had  been  sent 
in  by  Dr.  Attfield,  and  contributions  (not  made  public)  had 
been  received  from  Mr.  F.  Bascombe  and  Messrs.  Farr  and 
Wright. 

Dr.  John  Attfield  was  the  first  speaker  called  upon  by  the 
Vice-President,  as  the  doctor  wished  to  catch  a  train. 
Dr.  Attfield's  paper  was  on  the 

Standardisation  op  Drugs, 

its  objects,  principles,  and  efficiency,  the  following  being  the 
gist  of  his  remarks :  Plants  yielding  drugs,  like  those 
yielding  foods,  are  liable  to  variations  according  to  the  soil, 
climate,  and  cultivation.  Consumers  of  articles  of  food  and 
drink  can,  from  their  own  experience,  judge  of  the  qualities 
of  their  daily  necessaries,  but  cannot  gain  any  such  know- 
ledge in  regard  to  drugs.  Even  the  medical  practitioner 
begs  that  all  possible  means  be  taken  to  prevent  variations 
in  quality  and  potency  of  the  drugs  he  prescribes. 
To  arrive  at  this  end  careful  descriptions  of  raw  drugs 
have  been  drawn  up,  and  formula;  for  galenicals  laid 
down  in  authoritative  volumes  termed  Pharmacopoeias,  the 
data  of  which  are  commonly  recognised  and  respected. 
The  current  British  Pharmacopoeia  has  been  compiled 
jointly  by  medical  and  pharmaceutical  authorities.  The 
speaker,  as  editor  of  the  book,  was  much  struck  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  at  the  weakened 
faith  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  experts  in  any  given 
drug  as  a  whole,  and  with  the  widespread  desire  of,  if 
possible,  laving  down  some  physical,  synthetical,  and  ana- 
lytical checks  on  variations  in  quality  and  potency — in  other 
words,  the  realisation  of  standardisation  as  understood  in 
pharmacy.  That  a  given  preparation  of  a  powerful  drug 
should  always  contain 

A  definite  proportion  of  alkaloids 

is  important,  but  the  advance  of  knowledge  has  shown  that 
the  "total  alkaloids"  of  a  remedial  preparation  may  be  a 
mixture  in  irregular  proportions  of  unequally  active  alka- 
loids. Thus  Wild  has  shown  that  in  ipecacuanha  the 
emetine  is  superior  to  cephaeline  as  an  expectorant,  but 
inferior  as  an  emetic.  Again,  atropine  and  hyoscyamine 
may  be  present  together  in  varying  proportions  in  the  "  total 
alkaloids  "  of  several  drug-compounds.  According  to  Cushny, 
hyoscyamine  is  twice  as  active  as  atropine,  both  in  checking 
the  salivary  secretion  and  in  dilating  the  pupil,  whilst, 
according  to  Dunstan  and  Cash,  the  aconine  in  a  preparation 
of  aconite  may  act  as  a  positive  antidote  to  the  aconitine 
present ;  and  it  is  asserted  that  a  preparation  of  physostigma 
may  contain  an  alkaloid  actually  antagonistic  to  the  physo- 
stigmine  present. 
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This  points  the  lesson  that  when  practicable  a  galenical 
preparation  should  be  standardised  by  a  single  active  con- 
stituent rather  than  by  its  total  alkaloids.  Thus  ext.  nucis 
vom.  liq.  is  standardised  in  terms  of  strychnine,  whereas 
previous  Pharmacopoeias  standardised  the  total  alkaloids. 
This  development  forces  on  the  mind  that  the  active  con- 
stituent should  replace  the  galenical,  and  the  conclusion  is 
sound,  as  no  one  will  deny  that  quinine,  morphine,  and 
strychnine  are  largely  used  in  place  of  preparations  of 
cinchona,  opium,  and  nux  vomica.  Another  reflection  is 
that  complicated  processes  of  manufacture  compel  the  re- 
tailer to  purchase  his  galenicals  ready-made.  Referring 
then  to  the  standardisation  of  mineral  medicines,  absolute 
chemical  purity,  said  Dr.  Attfield,  is  rarely  possible  of 
attainment,  but  practical  purity  is  ensured  by  fixing  limits 
of  impurities.  A  growing  demand  has  arisen  for  what  may 
be  called 

PENAL  STANDARD?, 

so  that  if  a  food  or  drug  falls  below  a  certain  standard  it 
shall  be  stamped  as  adulterated.  A  milk  standard  has  been 
fixed  at  not  higher  than  8  5  per  cent,  of  non-fatty  solids, 
although  good  milk  should  contain  9  3  per  cent.  Many  raw 
drugs  differ  quite  as  much  as  milk,  and  the  standards  would 
require  to  be  fixed  with  the  same  regard  for  variations. 
Before  doing  so  many  circumstances  will  have  to  be  con- 
sidered, such  as  alterations  on  keeping.  It  will  also  require 
to  be  settled  whether,  if  a  vendor  of  drugs  is  asked  for  an 
article  by  a  name  which  occurs  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  he  is 
alone  of  all  vendors  of  the  article  to  be  debarred  from 
selling  at  appropriate  prices  good  and  useful  qualities  other 
than  the  official. 

By  all  means  let  us  have  drug  standards  undfr  which 
to  expose  drug  adulteration  and  the  drug  adulterator. 
The  efforts  already  put  forth  to  arrive  at  such  standards  are 
worthy  of  all  praise,  and  should  be  multiplied.  Every 
article  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  brought  under  con- 
sideration from  this  new  point  of  view.  While  never 
relaxing  efforts  to  improve  the  highest  obtainable  remedial 
drug  standards  for  embodiment  in  our  Pharmacopoeia, 
endeavours  should  be  made  to  lay  down  trustworthy  if  low 
penal  drug  standards  for  common  law  use,  and  in  support  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Reference  was  then  made  to  the 

CONTRACT  DRUG-STANDARDS 

of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  (C.  D.,  Octo- 
ber 11,  page  628),  which  are  presumably  supplementary  to 
the  Pharmacopoeia  standards.  The  circular  letter  accom- 
panying the  schedule  seems  to  foreshadow  a  difficulty  in 
drawing  a  line  between  good  and  bad  quality,  as  it  stated 
that  a  contractor  habitually  supplying  drugs  of  the  lowest 
standards  would  not  be  deemed  to  fulfil  the  obligation*  of 
his  contract.  The  L.G.B.  figures  for  extractive  are  minima, 
whilst  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  supplies  averages  instead  of  minima. 
These  authorities  should  give  the  yield  of  every  experiment, 
or  at  least  the  extremes,  so  that  it  can  be  judged  whether 
the  extractive  figure  is  of  value.  The  same  question  arises 
in  regard  to  the  sp.  gr. 

The  aims  and  objects  of  the  compilers  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, pre-^cribers,  dispensers,  contractors,  and  general 
vendors  of  drugs,  as  well  as  officials  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  all  focus  in  the  welfare  of  the  public  in 
matters  pertaining  to  health.  Each  might  take  for  his 
motto  habcnda  ratio  valet u dims.  The  subject  of  drug- 
standards,  remedial  or  penal,  must  be  treated  in  the  same 
spirit. 

The  chief  points  of  the  paper  were  summed  up  as : 
(1)  That  the  remedial  and  penal  aspects  of  the  question  of 
drug-standards  should  be  kept  distinct ;  (2)  that  experi- 
ments like  those  of  Messrs.  Moor  and  Priest  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney  should  be  made  by  many  workers  in  order  that  trust 
in  existing  drug-standards  may  be  strengthened,  faulty 
drug-standards  be  corrected,  and  new  drug- standards  be 
devised. 

The  Retailer's  View 
was  then  expressed  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  who  began  by 
saying  he  wished  Dr.  Attfield  would  repeat  his  remarks  in 
the  witness-box  at  Tunstall  next  week,  when  fourteen 
chemists  would  be  summoned  on  charges  of  supplying 
weak  mercury-ointment,  or  that  the  Tunstall  Magistrate 


had  been  present  to  hear  what  Dr.  Attfield  had  s<> 
authoritatively  stated.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  proceeded  to 
remark  that  as  long  as  the  law  says,  regarding  drugs, 
that  it  is  an  offence  to  sell  an  article  not  of  the 
nature,  substance,  and  quality  of  the  article  demanded,  so 
long  will  it  be  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  buyer  and  seller, 
that  a  clear  indication  should  be  given  by  a  responsible 
authority  as  to  what  is  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  of 
the  article.  It  may  be  true  that  the  tendency  will  be  to 
bring  down  the  high  quality  to  a  low  one,  but  if  the  com- 
munity prefer  to  make  the  character  of  the  medicine  they 
are  purchasing  a  question  of  law  rather  than  trust  them- 
selves to  the  integrity  of  the  sellers  and  the  desire  on  their 
part  to  do  their  best  for  the  customers,  they  must  expect 
universal  mediocrity.  He  urged  the  view  expressed  by 
Dr.  Attfield,  that  "  The  Sale  of  food  and  Drugs  Acts  cannot 
escape  the  defects  of  their  virtues,"  and  recalled  the  power 
granted  to  the  Apothecaries'  Society  to  inspect  drugs  in 
London,  which  later  (1815)  was  extended  to  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales,  but  the  law  was  silent  as  to  standards 
for  drugs.    Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  dealt  with  the  origin  of 

THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA, 

pointing  out  that  the  Medical  Act  (1858)  does  not  make  the 
work  a  legal  standard,  but  Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
(1863)  makes  it  an  offence  for  any  person  to  compound  any 
medicine  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  except  according  to 
the  formulas  of  the  said  Pharmacopoeia.  He  recalled  that 
Mr.  Justice  Phillimore,  in  Dickens  v.  Randerson,  seemed  to 
regard  this  section  as  prohibiting  the  making  of  any  article 
named  in  the  B.P.,  except  according  to  the  B.P.  No  phar- 
macist would  so  have  interpreted  it,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said 
it  means  that  when  Pharmacopoeia  articles  are  clearly  indi- 
cated, or  when  the  seller  or  dispenser  purports  to  be  com- 
pounding a  B.P.  article,  the  B  P.  must  be  followed.  At  the 
time  the  Act  was  passed  there  were  many  articles  known  by 
the  same  name,  and  hence  the  custom  of  indicating  the  B.P. 
article  by  the  addition  of  the  letters  B.P.  This  section  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  forestalls  the  compounding  section  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (1875),  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  ignored  rather  than  enforced  it.  Had  that  not 
been  done,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  to  include 
drugs  in  the  legislation  aimed  at  adulteration  of  foods.  The 
Pharmacy  Act  might,  with  a  little  amendment,  have  been 
made  to  cover  all  drugs,  and  the  law  would  then  have  been 
administered  by  those  who  had  some  qualification  for  the 
work.    Reference  was  next  made  to  the 

HIGH  COURT  DECISIONS, 

White  v.  Bywater  and  Dickens  v.  Randerson  (see  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1903.  page  537).  In  the 
first  (tincture  of  opium)  the  opinion  was  upheld  that  it  is  the 
custom  to  supply  the  B.P.  article,  although  not  specifically 
demanded  as  such.  The  second  case  went  further.  This 
was  a  mercury-ointment  case.  The  sellers  gave  the  dilute 
ointment,  and  brought  evidence  to  show  that  the  custom  of 
the  trade  was  to  supply  this  kind.  In  the  King's  Bench 
Division  it  was  held  that  a  person  asking  for  a  medicine  by 
the  name  given  in  the  B.P.  must  be  taken  prima  facie  to 
require  the  B.P.  article,  and  that  it  is  for  the  defendant  to 
show  a  commercial  standard,  which  in  the  particular  case 
the  Court  said  had  not  been  done.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  believed 
that  in  most  cases  when  articles  are  asked  for  under  B.P. 
names  the  B.P.  articles  are  intended  ;  but  there  are  notable 
exceptions,  and  the  decision  becomes  dangerous,  as  inter- 
preted by  a  London  Stipendiary,  who  early  in  the  year 
refused  to  hear  evidence  of  a  commercial  standard  for  an 
article  named  in  the  B.P.,  because,  he  said,  Dickens  v. 
Randerson  did  not  permit  it.  The  position  then  is  that  the 
B.P.  is  always  evidence  upon  the  question  of  standard  of  any 
article  named  in  it ;  it  is  indeed  conclusive,  in  the  absence 
of  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  next  quoted  statements  made  in  regard  to 

THE  1898  B.P. 

by  the  greatest  authority  on  the  book — namely,  the  Editor- 
At  the  Plymouth  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
in  1899,  Dr.  Attfield  said- 
There  seemed  to  be  an  impression  that  at  the  back  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia there  were  a  body  of  workers  who  tested  all  processes, 
rejected  the  bad,  accepted  the  good,  and  added  further  processes 
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of  their  own;  but  he  would  remind  them  that  to  do  this  for  the 
whole  of  the  Pharmacopjeia  would  take  twenty  years,  and  cost 
20,000/, 

He  hoped  it  would  be  realised  by  every  one  that  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, notwithstanding  the  practice  of  tribunals  and  the  principle 
on  which  birrist-jrs  mile  speeches,  was  not  a  legal  standard  under 
the  Sale  of  Fo>l  anl  Drugs  Act;  and  if  one  had  the  courage  to 
test  a  case  in  the  superior  courts,  he  was  not  afraid  to  forecast 
that  the  Judges  of  those  courts  would  agree  with  what  he  had 
stated. 

At  the  Loudon  meeting  of  the  Conference  in  1900,  Dr. 
Atttield  again  said — ■ 

The  Pharmacopoeia,  whether  the  British,  or  the  London,  Edin- 
burgh, or  Dublin  Plnrmi  ;opoeia,  whatever  special  pleaders  might 
say,  was  produced  as  the  book  which  would  enable  medical  men  to 
prescribe  with  certainty  and  pharmacists  to  carry  out  their  wishes, 
and  nowadays  there  was  no  difference.  The  Pharmacopoeia  was 
still  what  it  always  was— a  guide  to  the  prescriber  and  pharmacist. 
As  to  any  relation  it  might  have  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  it  was  quite  clear  the  Medical  Council  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it,  because  that  Act  was  much  later.  He  did  not  say 
the  Medical  Council  were  opposed  to  anything  they  might  suggest 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  a  standard  for  the  sale  of  drugs  to 
the  public,  but  he  did  not  say  they  would  approvo  of  it ;  it  was  not 
their  business.  Those  responsible  for  the  production  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  had  never  sought  for  powers  to  set  up  standards, 
satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory,  for  household  medicines. 

In  the  official  "  Digest  of  Researches  and  Criticisms  of  the 
1898  Pharmacopoeia,"  prepared  by  him  for  the  General 
Medical  Council,  occur  the  following  paragraphs  : — 

Benzoiniim. — The  removal  of  the  1  to  20  per  cent,  of  bark- 
fragments  from  benzoin  is  necessary,  indeed  inevitable,  in  fitting 
benzoin  for  the  medicinal  tincture ;  it  is  quite  unnecessary, 
indeed,  scarcely  practicable,  to  remove  that  1  to  20  per  cent,  of 
bark  to  fit  benzoin  for  sale  to  the  public,  or  to  set  up  a  specified 
percentage  of  insoluble  ma'ter  as  a  limit. 

Gelatinum. — The  Pharmacopoeia,  however  useful  as  affording 
contributory  evidence  respecting  the  quality  of  gelatin  sold  for 
purposes  other  than  medicinal,  was  never  intended  to  afford,  and 
obviously  does  not  legally  afford,  a  standard  of  quality  for 
gelatin,  which,  though  not  good  enough  for  medicinal  use,  per- 
fectly satisfies  the  household  requirements  of  consumers  gener- 
ally; a  fortiori  it  is  not  a  standard  of  quality  for  gelatin  scarcely 
good  enough  for  household  employment,  but  of  excellent  quality 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  That  gelatin  freely  and  legitimately 
sold  by  traders  generally  should  not  similarly  be  sold  by  phar- 
macists would  amount  to  officialism  reduced  to  an  absurdity. 
Acacias,  gum  mi,  benzoin,  myrrha,  and  many  other  official  sub- 
stances (see  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts)  are  in  similar  case.  To 
set  up  broadly  the  official  medicinal  standards  as  commercial 
standards  would  be  absurd,  while  to  bring  down  the  medicinal 
standards  to  commercial  standards  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
important  interest  of  the  sick  and  the  suffering.  The  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  cannot  escape  the  defects  of  their  virtues. 
There  must  be  more  than  one  standard  for  such  official  articles  as 
benzoin,  gelatin,  and  gum,  and  purchasers  must  ask,  or  learn  to 
ask,  for  what  they  require.  The  purchaser,  as  well  as  the  vendor, 
must  accept  responsibility.    Caveat  venditor,  sed  caveat  emptor. 

Magnesia. — As  regards  magnesium  oxide,  the  question  of 
official  limits  or  standards — if  indeed  any  be  practicable — has 
its  medical,  chemical,  pharmaceutical,  legal,  and  moral  sides, 
hence  should  be  considered  very  broadly  and  by  different 
authorities.  In  the  present  case  the  presence  of  a  little  hydrato- 
carbonate  in  magnesium  oxide  may  not  medically  be  of  much  im- 
portance, but,  as  a  rule,  the  high  standards  of  quality  prescribed 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  should  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  reporter, 
be  reduced  merely  to  facilitate  commerce,  or  to  render  more  easy 
the  working  of  the  Sale  of  Food  nnd  Drugs  Acts. 

Myrrh. — A  little  careful  pharmaceutical  research  and  general 
investigation  should  enable  the  following  two  questions  to  be 
answered:  (1)  Can  this  standard  for  myrrh,  for  use  in  medicine, 
be  improved  ?  (2  Can  any  such  differentiation  of  the  other  com- 
mercial grades  of  myrrh  be  devised  as  will  meet  a  purchaser's 
demand  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ? 

Tinctures.— It  would  be  unfair  to  the  pharmacist  to  give  the 
sp.  gr.  as  one  of  the  official  characters  of  a  tincture,  more  especi- 
ally in  the  presence  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — for, 
indeed,  such  a  character  might  be  misleading  instead  of  helpful 
to  a  magistrate. 

THE  B.P.  AN  INCOMPLETE  GUIDE. 

Such  phrases  as  '•  Further  investigation  required," 
"  Further  research  much  needed,"  run  through  the  book. 
The  Pharmacopoeia  is  compiled  from  investigations  made  by 
voluntary  workers  carrying  out  independent  investigations 
all  over  the  country.  The  only  authoritative  control  is  that 
exercised  by  the  General  Medical  Council.    Last  week  the 


committee  of  that  Council  reported  as  follows :  "  The  com- 
mittee have  not  yet  been  able  to  arrange  for  the  preparation 
of  a  digest  'jf  criticisms  and  researches  bearing  on  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  for  which  a  grant  of  50Z.  was  made  on  May 
session  of  the  Council."  The  position  is,  therefore,  that  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  which  has  received  such  recognition  at  the 
hands  of  the  Law  Courts  for  purposes  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  is  admittedly  incomplete  and  untrustworthy  as  an 
invariable  standard,  and  that,  even  if  the  General  Medical 
Council  is  the  proper  body  to  undertake  the  preparation  of 
such  a  set  of  standards,  they  can  only  afford  to  offer  50Z.  for 
the  preparation  of  a  "  digest  of  researches  and  criticisms  on 
the  1898  edition " — researches  made  and  criticisms  offered 
by  unpaid  workers.  The  committee  report  its  failure  as  yet 
to  get  that  work  done  upon  the  terms  offered.  These  facts 
only  need  stating  to  prove  the  need  for  authoritative 
standards  for  drugs  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts.  It  is  not  right  that  defendants,  at  great 
expense,  should  have  to  show  Magistrates  that  public 
analysts  are  wrong  in  saying  that  the  carbonate  of  soda  of 
the  public  is  not  the  bicarbonate  of  the  B.P.  ;  that  vinegar 
of  squills  should  contain  4'2  per  cent.,  of  acetic  acid,  and 
that  if  it  fails  in  this  one  particular  the  seller  must  be 
punished ;  that  the  public  should  be  supplied  with  the 
B.P.  mercury-ointment  when  they  ask  for  mercury-ointment ; 
that  beeswax  sold  by  a  chemist  should  be  a  different  article 
from  that  sold  by  a  grocer  or  an  oilman. 

GOVERNMENT  STANDARDS  WANTED. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1899  :— 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  may,  after  such  inquiry  as  they  deem 
necessary,  make  regulations  for  determining  what  deficiency  in 
any  of  the  normal  constituents  of  genuine  milk,  cream,  butter,  or 
cheese,  or  what  addition  of  extraneous  matter  or  proportion  of 
water,  in  any  sample  of  milk  (including  condensed  milk),  cream, 
butter,  or  cheese,  shall  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  raise  a  presumption,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that 
the  milk,  cream,  butter,  or  cheese  is  not  genuine,  or  is  injurious  to 
health,  and  an  analyst  shall  have  regard  to  such  regulations  in 
certifying  the  result  of  an  analysis  under  those  Acts. 

In  consequence,  after  inquiry  by  a  departmental  com- 
mittee, the  Government  has  fixed  standards  for  milk  and 
butter.  We  want  similar  standards,  prepared  by  competent 
authorities,  for  everything  a  chemist  sells  which  comes 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  When  we  have  those  standards 
we  will  want  some  amendment  of  the  present  mode  of 
administering  the  Act.  Its  administration  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  local  authorities,  who  take  different  views  as  to  their 
duties.  At  present  the  Act  is  often  put  into  force  by  an  in- 
spector who  knows  little  about  drugs  (he  has  only  been  trained 
in  weights  and  measures  and  drains) ;  the  article  is  some- 
times analysed  by  a  splendid  chemist  who  knows  less  about 
drugs  than  the  inspector  ;  and  the  case  is  generally  decided 
by  a  lawyer  who  knows  least  of  all  about  pharmacy.  Pending 
such  reform  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  not  sure  whether  the  publi- 
cation of  sets  of  standards  by  individual  workers  is  or  is  nofr  an 
unmixed  blessing,  and  he  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
must  take  as  prominent  a  part  in  future  amendments  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  as  the  Grocers'  Federation  have 
done  in  times  past.  The  present  position  is  largely  due  to 
their  having  allowed  matters  to  slide.  He  attributed  want 
of  action  to  a  desire  not  to  offend  the  General  Medical 
Council.  We  have  gained  absolutely  nothing  by  that  policy, 
which  seems  to  have  been  framed  on  the  maxim,  "  Beware 
of  the  susceptibilities  of  the  medical  profession." 

Criticisms  and  Suggestions. 

Mr.  Spurge  confined  his!  remarks  to  the  essential  oils  in 
Table  B  (C  <$■  B.,  November  15,  page  826).  He  objected  to 
Thoms's  process  for  the  estimation  of  eugenol  in  clove  and 
pimento  oils,  and  thought  that  the  congealing-point  of  anise 
oil  was  an  easier  test  than  the  anethol-content.  The  results 
in  the  method  of  assaying  the  carvol  in  caraway  oil  were, 
according  to  Parry,  only  approximate,  whilst  in  regard  to 
the  citral-content  of  lemon  oil  the  method  used  should  be 
stated.  Only  the  simplest  and  easiest  tests  and  assay- 
processes  should  be  admitted.  In  regard  to  the  ash  of  such 
drugs  as  buchu  and  jaborandi,  it  was  no  criterion  of  purity 
and  quite  superfluous. 

Mr.  Cripps  said  all  felt  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr. 


December  13,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


983 


Umney  for  his  paper  and  the  vast  mass  of  figures  he  had 
given  them.  It  must  have  made  an  enormous  amount  of 
work.  With  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  standard  extractive, 
he  thought  it  would  be — he  was  going  to  say — worse  than 
useless.  It  was  common  knowledge  that  the  extractive  and 
the  active  principle  in  drugs  did  not  agree  in  proportion. 
In  some  cases  an  inferior  drug  from  an  active  point  of  view 
would  give  a  larger  proportion  of  extractive.  Would  it  not 
be  possible  in  many  cases  to  get  an  idea  of  the  alkaloidal 
strength  by  some  such  simple  test  as  the  addition  of  a 
definite  volume  of  Meyer's  solution  to  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  preparation,  filtering,  and  requiring  that  a  further 
quantity  of  Meyer's  solution  should  still  give  a  precipitate  ? 
It  would  at  least  show  that  the  drug  was  not  of  inferior 
quality.  Advantage  might  also  be  taken  of  the  fact  that 
sugar  was  present  in  many  drugs,  and  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  sugar  often  meant  a  small  proportion  of  alkaloid. 
One  or  two  inconsistencies  struck  him  in  regard  to  the 
figures  in  Mr.  Umney's  paper.  In  the  case  of  ext.  bellad. 
liq.,  the  extractive  was  put  at  13  per  cent.,  whilst  the 
tincture  had  only  0  6  per  cent.  As  the  liquid  extract  was 
fifteen  times  as  strong  as  the  tincture,  the  figures  were 
inconsistent.  The  sp.  grs.  seemed  also  to  show  a  dis- 
crepancy. The  two  tinctures  of  cinchona  were  both  given 
the  same  sp.-  gr.,  but  one  had  6  per  cent,  more  solids  than 
the  other.  In  the  case  of  jaborandi,  the  solids  in  the 
tincture  and  liquid  extract  were  not  consistent,  but  possibly 
the  latter  contained  more  moisture  than  the  tincture.  As 
regards  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  the  tincture  and  liquid 
extract  did  not  agree,  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  proportion  of 
strychnine  fixed  for  nux  vomica  was  too  high.  He  agreed 
with  Mr.  Umney  as  to  raising  the  standard  of  opium,  a 
suggestion  that  could  not  be  repeated  too  often.  The 
suggested  standard  for  belladonna-root  was  a  fair  one,  as  the 
alkaloid  varied  from  0  2  to  1  per  cent.  In  reference  to  the 
whole  question  of  the  standardisation,  speaking  as  a 
pharmacist  and  a  public  analyst,  he  was  very  doubtful  about 
the  success  of  standardisation  in  drugs.  The  practical 
result  of  the  milk  standard  was  this — that  milkmen  in  a  big 
way  of  business  tested  the  milk  and  added  skim-milk  to 
bring  the  bulk  down  to  the  fat  standard.  That  did  not 
augur  well  if  such  a  principle  were  adopted. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison  agreed  with  what  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had 
said.  He  thought  the  limit  of  arsenic  in  reduced  iron — 1  in 
2,000 — was  too  moderate,  and  could  not  understand  the 
fixing  of  the  copper  limit  at  1  in  5,000,  considering  that 
copper  was  a  much  less  objectionable  impurity  than  arsenic. 
He  had  found  some  samples  of  reduced  iron  to  contain  ten 
times  the  suggested  limit.  Mr.  Umney  did  not  state  what 
his  objections  are  to  the  Pharmacopceia  test  for  lead  in 
citric  and  tartaric  acid  ;  in  alkaline  solution  iron  may  easily 
be  estimated  asTead.  He  found  it  was  better  not  to  quite 
neutralise  cream  of  tartar  in  testing  for  lead.  Referring 
again  to  reduced  iron,  Mr.  Harrison  said  the  failure  of  the 
B.P.  to  prove  the  absence  of  other  metals  than  copper  and 
arsenic  was  unfortunate.  He  had  found  antimony  present, 
probably  because  the  reduced  iron  had  been  made  from 
machinery-turnings. 

Academic  Opixiox. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Moor  observed  that  his  experience  coincided 
almost  entirely  with  Mr.  Umney's.  It  was  suggested  that  it 
was  fashionable  to  write  about  standards  now,  but  it  was  not 
so  fashionable  to  put  forward  figures  which  were  of  any  real 
value.  There  was  too  much  discussion  on  the  general  subject 
and  not  enough  publication  of  useful  figures.  With  regard 
to  the  ash  figures  some  of  them  were  of  very  little  value.  Mr. 
Umney's  figures  agreed  with  those  which  he  (the  speaker) 
had  published,  and  further  figures  which  he  had  since 
obtained  were  in  accordance.  The  ash  of  rhubarb,  whilst  the 
usual  percentage  is  12,  may  be  as  high  as  30  per  cent.  The 
extractive  figures  for  tinctures  are  often  meaningless  in  tinc- 
ture of  capsicum.  Barclay  gives  1-5  per  cent.,  but  the  speaker 
had  found  genuine  samples  to  yield  from  0  7  to  15  per  cent. 
In  tincture  of  digitalis  it  was  imposible  to  fix  what  the 
extractive  is,  and  any  figures  published  should  be  regarded 
rather  as  expressions  of  observed  variations  and  not  stan- 
dards. References  had  been  made  to  milk,  but  he  did  not 
think  what  had  been  said  as  to  dilution  to  the  fat- 
standard  wi^  the  general  experience  of  analysts. 


Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  thought  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  particularly 
pugnacious  with  regard  to  public  analysts,  and  that  his 
remarks  were  not  at  all  justified.  In  cases  where  the  public 
analysts  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  did  not  agree,  it  was  not 
because  the  analyst  did  not  have  a  knowledge  of  drugs.  It 
was  only  in  an  absurd  minimum  of  cases  that  the  public 
analyst  did  not  understand  the  drugs  he  was  examining. 
The  point  at  issue  resolved  itself  into  the  question,  Was  the 
Pharmacopoeia  a  legal  standard  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  ?  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  very  emphatically  said  it 
was  not  a  statutory  authority.  He  did  not  think  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  was  justified  in  making  that  statement.  Whether  it 
was  the  statutory  authority  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  or  not  had  yet  to  be  determined.  The 
Act  said  they  must  have  an  article  of  the  quality 
and  nature  demanded.  The  question  came  to  this : 
Was  the  authority  to  be  that  which  the  public  demanded 
when  it  asked  for  specific  drugs  1  When  they  had  had  an 
authoritative  decision  on  that  they  would  be  able  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  B.P.  was  a  statutory  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  As  far  as  case-law  was  concerned,  it 
was  in  favour  of  the  B.P.  as  a  practical  standard  if  not  a 
statutory  standard.  It  came  to  this:  If  the  B.P.  were  pro- 
duced in  court  it  was  accepted  as  prima-faeie  evideuce 
that  what  had  been  asked  for  had  been  supplied,  and  the 
onus  proband/,  was  put  on  the  defendant  of  showing  that  it 
was  not.  If  he  could  prove  commercial  standard,  then  the 
onus  shifted  on  to  the  plaintiff.  If  the  defendant  could 
prove  that  the  commercial  standard  was,  say,  a  diluted 
mercurial  ointment,  and  the  medical  profession  wanted  a 
stronger  ointment,  where  were  they  1  It  raised  the  legal 
presumption  that  what  was  supplied  must  be  of  that 
standard.  Dr.  Attfield  suggested  practically  three  standards — 
first  the  penal,  then  the  remedial,  and  then  the  contract 
standard.  It  was  mixing  the  whole  thing  up,  it  appeared  to 
him,  if  they  had  more  than  one  standard.  It  must  not  be 
supposed  that  he  was  criticising  the  B.P.  as  to  whether  it 
was  a  good  standard  or  not.  It  was  impossible  to  get  away 
from  the  fact  that  in  practice  it  must  be  the  legal  standard 
for  drugs.  They  might  talk  about  remedial  standards,  but 
there  was  no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that  they  were 
cheaper  than  the  B.P.  standards.  With  regard  to  the  paper 
Mr.  Parry  said  there  was  only  one  portion  which  he  would 
discuss— namely,  the  suggestion  for  new  standards  for  essen- 
tial oils.  Perhaps  the  most  important  point  there  raised  was 
the  question  of  fractionation.  Great  emphasis  was  necessary 
as  to  the  fact  that  the  mere  direction  to  fractionate  was 
valueless  and  misleading.  Very  accurate  details  as  to  the 
size  of  the  vessels,  the  pressure,  the  temperature,  the  rate  of 
distillation,  and  the  kind  of  fractionating  head  used  must 
be  given,  or  results  may  be  obtained  which  are  alarmingly 
discordant.  He  had  recently  fractionated  a  sample  of  lemon 
oil  to  demonstrate  this  point,  and  had  obtained  the  first 

10  per  cent,  varying  from  2°  to  12°  in  optical  rotation  from 
the  original  oil,  according  to  the  method  used.  He  had  also 
added  3  per  cent,  of  turpentine  to  lemon  oil,  and  had 
obtained  by  rapid  distillation  a  first  10  per  cent,  only,  vary- 
ing 2°  in  rotatory  power  from  the  original  oil.  He  could  not 
agree  that  any  process  for  determining  citral  was  accurate, 
and  if  it  were  he  considered  the  citral-content  a  delusive 
standard.  The  oxygenated  bodies  other  than  citral  were 
just  as  important  as  citral,  and  if  a  standard  were  laid  down 
it  must  be  the  total  oxygenated  constituents.  Fifty  per  cent, 
was  too  low  a  standard  for  cineol  in  eucalyptus  oil.  The 
greater  part  coming  into  this  country  had  a  sp.  gr.  of  over 
0  915,  and  contained  nearer  60  per  cent,  of  cineol.  Much  of 
the  low-grade  oil  was  standardised  down  to  the  B.P. 
minimum  parity.  It  was  not  often  that  a  chemist  had  his 
own  process  thrown  back  on  him  like  Mr.  Umney  had  had 
by  Mr.  Spurge  that  evening,  but  he  was  bound  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Umney  that  "  Umney's "  process  was  unreliable,  and 
that  the  only  method  for  determining  the  eugenol  in  clove 

011  was  by  Thorn's  method.  He  endorsed  all  Mr.  Umney 
had  said  in  regard  to  the  other  oils,  and  complimented  him 
on  the  great  value  and  interest  of  his  paper. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  by  way  of  explanation,  wished  to  make  one 
or  two  points  quite  clear.  He  hoped  no  one  thought  he  had 
said  anything  which  was  unfair  to  public  analysts.  He  took 
care  to  give  them  credit  for  the  special  knowledge  which 
their  particular  training  gave  them  as  analysts.  The  criticism 
which  he  had  made  went  to  the  root  of  the  difficulty.  Not 
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only  did  the  public  analyst  as  a  rule  analyse,  but  he  selected 
the  articles  to  be  purchased,  and,  having  analysed,  he  him- 
self suggested  in  his  certificate  the  standard  to  which  those 
articles  should  come.  During  the  past  few  months  he  had 
seen  many  certificates,  and  on  most  of  them  it  stated  that 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  so  much  of  one  article  and  that 
it  ought  to  contain  so  much.  Until  the  certificate 
disclosed  what  the  public  analyst  thought  were  the  facts  no 
prosecution  could  take  place.  It  was  quite  clear  therefore 
that  the  analyst  was  bound  first  of  all  to  set  up  a  standard. 
Taking  the  public  analysts  throughout  the  country,  he 
declared  that  they  were  not  as  qualified  as  they  should  be 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  standards  for  drugs.  He  could 
give  them  chapter  and  verse  for  the  most  utter  absurdities 
which  had  appeared  in  certificates,  and  of  evidence  which 
had  been  given  by  them  in  the  witness-box.  In  one  case  an 
analyst  swore  in  the  witness-box  that  he  would  expect  dried 
carbonate  of  soda  to  be  supplied  when  a  member  of  the 
public  asked  for  carbonate  of  soda.  He  would  trust  that 
man  with  any  analysis,  but  he  would  not  trust  him  to  say 
what  the  public  wanted.  In  his  view  it  was  time  that 
standards  were  prepared  by  people  who  knew  something 
about  them 

The  Author  Replies. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  then  replied  on  the  whole  discussion,  and 
said  that  when  he  read  the  paper  a  month  ago  he  did  not 
think  his  statements  would  be  looked  upon  only  as  those  of 
a  wholesale  druggist.    As  a  practical  pharmacist  he  had 
tried  to  look  at  the  matter  from  every  point  of  view.  The 
principal  objections,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  that  had  been 
raised  to  the  publication  of  a  standard,  or  the  possibility  of 
including  one  in  the  B.P.,  was  a  point  he  had  completely 
covered  in  his  paper.    He  would  like  to  call  special  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  figures  which  he  published  were 
average  standards,  and  not  as  in  the  schedule  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  minima.    There  was  one  important  point 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Miller  as  to  the  need  for  such 
standards  for  English  Poor-law  drugs  as  is  now  the  case 
in  Ireland.  If  some  such  system  were  followed,  a  good  deal  of 
fchepresent  method  of  contracting — he  did  notthinkit  had  any 
other  name  than  trickery — would  be  done  away  with.  Until 
they  obtained  a  Sale  of  Drugs  Act  what  were  they  going  to  do? 
When  they  saw  analysts  advising  prosecutions  in  cases  where 
the  extractive  in  tr.  benz.  co.  or  the  acetic  acid  in  vinegar 
of  squills  did  not  come  up  to  certain  theoretical  standards, 
something  needed  to  be  done.    They  must  either  have  a 
standard,  or  else  the  B.P.  must  be  a  guide  to  magistrates. 
In  regard  to  Mr.  Henderson's  statement  about  the  methods 
of  standardisation,  and  how  far   they  were  applicable, 
for  the  purpose   of  argument    he  said   one  might  very 
well  divide  drugs  into  four  classes :  (1)  To  include  such 
drugs  as  rhubarb  and  calumba,  in  which  the  extractive 
might  guide  them  ;  (2)  potent  drugs  of  the  class  of  cannabis 
indica,  colchicum,  and  gelsemium  ;  (3)  alkaloidal  prepara- 
tions,  such    as  henbane,  belladonna,    ipecacuanha,  and 
aconite ;  and  (4)  the  highest  class,  such  as  nux  vomica, 
which  was  standardised  to  the  active  proportion  of  one 
alkaloid.    In  this  class  they  might,  it  seemed,  use  a  solution 
of  alkaloid,  and  take  the  drug  out  of  the  class  of  galenicals. 
It  was  necessary  to  work  through  the  different  stages  from 
the  extractive  class  to  a  simple  solution  of  an  alkaloid. 
Mr.  Dott  had  published  some  remarks  on  his  suggestion  for 
a  resin  figure  for  scammony,  which  he  (the  speaker)  fixed  at 
6'5  per  cent.    Mr.  Dott  thought  this  rather  high,  but  on 
looking  through  the  records  of  many  tons  of  scammony 
operated  upon  he  did  not  think  it  misleading.  Batches  repre- 
senting 18,000  lbs.  yielded  7'2  per  cent,  of  resin.  Exception 
had  also  been  taken  to  the  figure  for  precipitated  resin  of 
podophyllum.    He  had  taken  into  account  the  fact  that  the 
podophyllum  is  r.ot  now  so  rich  in  rasin  as  it  was  foi  r  or  five 
years  ago.    Operating  on  big  batches  the  yield  had  been,  he 
found  from  laboratory  records,  6-7  per  cent.    In  regard  to 
the  yield  of  capsicum  to  ether,  15  per  cent,  was  the  lowest 
he  had  obtained,  the  last  three  batches  giving  15,  17,  and 
22  per  cent.    The  percentage  of  oil  in  dill-seed  he  had  found 
to  be  3  3  per  cent.,  but,  as  he  had  pointed  out,  the  proportion 
varied  according  to  the  conditions  of  growth.    Mr.  Spurge 
referred  to  the  soda  method  which  he  (the  speaker)  formerly 
advocated  for  the  estimation  of  eugenol.    He  retracted  what 
he  formerly  said  in  favour  of  Thorn's  method,  as  the  soda- 
process,  whilst  it  works  well  with  some  oils,  is  not  accurate.  ' 


Mr.  Spurge  :  With  what  strength  of  caustic  soda  ? 

Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  replied  that  he  had  tried  all  strengths, 
but  could  not  get  concordant  results.    Mr.  Harrison  made 
reference  to  the  proportion  of  arsenic  in  reduced  iron.  He 
(Mr.  Umney)  stated  that  it  was  1  part  in  2  000,  and  Mr. 
Peck,  in  his  Conference  paper,  said  he  would  fix  it  at  1  in 
1,000.    The  figures  were  the  result  of  a  great  many  experi- 
ments with  samples  which,  he  regretted,  almost  in  every 
case  were  of  German  origin.    The  figures  which  for  liquid  ex- 
tracts and  tinctures  did  not  seem  to  agree  were  all  taken  from 
laboratory-records,  and  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  make 
them    coincide.     Mr.   Cripps's  suggestion  for  a  general 
method  of  estimating  the  strength   of    alkaloidal  pre- 
parations   by  an   alkaloidal    precipicant    could    not,  he 
was  afraid,  be  carried  out,  as  previous  purification  of  the 
substance  would  be  needed.     Mr.  Moor  spoke  about  the 
variation  in  the  ash  of  rhubarb,  but  it  was  well  known  that 
there  was  an  immense  difference  in  the  weight  of  Shensi 
and  Canton  rhubarb,  and  that  the  ash  is  exactly  propor- 
tionate to  the  weight.    Mr.  Parry's  contention  with  regard 
to  fractionation  was  important,  and  it  remained  for  someone 
to  polish  some  of  the  gems,  more  or  less  polished,  which 
Dr.  Attfield  said  the  Pharmacopoeia  was.    Coming  to  the 
statements  of  Dr.  Attfield,  he  did  not  think  they  differed 
very  seriously  with  the  views  which  he  (Mr.  Umney)  had 
put  forward.    They  were  perhaps  a  little  more  lengthy,  but 
he  was  not  sure  that  they  were  not  the  views  of  the  theorist 
rather  than  those  of  the  practical  man.    Of  course  he  made 
that  observation  with  every  possible  deference  to  Dr.  Attfield. 
Whilst  the  B.P.  was  recognised  in  courts  of  law  and  the 
compiler  said  it  was  not  a  standard,  what  was  the  pharma- 
cist to  do  ?    They  heard  of  an  analyst  condemning  tincture 
of  benzoin  because  it  only  contained  16  per  cent,  extractive. 
The  tincture  could  have  25  per  cent,  if  more  aloes  were  add  ed. 
and  it  would  certainly  cost  less.    It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
they  all  put  forward  their  views,  and,  having  ascertained  the 
legal  side,  then  they  asked  the  Board  of  Agriculture — it 
seemed  a  funny  Board  to  have  to  do  with  drugs — to  say 
what  should  be  an  accurate  standard  of  drugs,  beginning 
with  asafetida  upwards,  then  they  would  know  what  to  do. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Vice-President  thanked  Mr.  Umney  for  his  paper,  and 
said  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  a  man  of  many  parts.  He  came  up 
to  the  top  in  many  cases,  and  they  all  hoped  his  health 
would  be  spared  to  carry  on  the  very  varied  work  which  lie 
had  in  hand.  At  the  next  evening  meeting,  on  February  10, 
there  would  be  no  set  paper,  but  the  committee  entrusted 
with  the  evening  meeting  arrangements  were  getting  up  an 
exhibition  of  pharmaceutical  appliances  and  apparatus. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


IRew  Books. 
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Pp.  110.    2s.  M.  net.  (Bailliere.) 

Fleming,  J.  A.  Waves  and  Ripples  in  Water,  Air,  and  Ether. 
Christmas  Lectures  at  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain.  7|  x  4J. 
Pp.  312.    5s.  (S.P.C.K.) 

Eyre,  J.  W.  H.  Elements  of  Bacteriological  Technique: 
a  Laboratory  Guide  for  the  Medical,  Dental,  and  Technical 
Student.    Illus.    9f  x  5§.    Pp.372.    10s.6d.net.  (Saunders.) 

Jenkin,  T.  N.  Report  on  the  General  Trades  of  Sou  th  Af  rica. 
Pp  x.  +  187.    6  x  10.    10s.  net.    (P.  S.  King  &  Son.) 

Muir,  R.,  and  Ritchie,  J.  Manual  of  Bacteriology.  3rd  ed. 
Illus.    7i  x  4£.    Pp.  568.    12s.  6d.  (Pentland.) 

Startin,  J.  Care  of  the  Skin  and  the  Hair.  Containing  Sug- 
gestions as  to  Diet,  Clothing,  Bathing,  and  Cosmetics.  7g  x  5. 
Pp.  88.    2s.  6d.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

"Williamson,  A.  W.  Papers  on  Etherification  and  on  the  Con- 
stitution of  Salts.  (Alembic  Club  Reprints,  No.  16.  Pp.  62. 
ls.Sd  Simpkin.) 


To  be  Pitied.— Blowliard :  "  My  ancestors  had  blue  blood  in 
their  veins."  Biffer :  "  Too  bad !  I  suppose  there  weren't  so 
many  blood-purifiers  on  the  market  in  those  days  as  there  are 
now." — Laughter. 
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Ibewlett'e. 


THIS  is  a  continuation  of  a  narrative  recorded  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  28,  1893.  Then  we 
told  about  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  business  of  Messrs. 
C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  wholesale  druggists  and  manufacturing 
chemists,  Charlotte  Street,  London,  E.C.,  the  occasion  being 
the  extension  of  their  premises  on  land  the  freehold  of 
which  Mr.  John  C.  Hewlett  had  acquired  some  years  before. 
Now  they  have  added  to  their  frontage  of  three  numbsrs 
(40  to  42)  a  big  block  that  covers  ground  whereon  cottages 
once  stood,  from  Nos.  35  to  39,  thus  more  than  doubling  then- 
accommodation  for  business,  and  giving  them  one  of  the 
most  spacious  counting-houses  in  the  London  wholesale 
drug-trade.  We  had  a  quick  walk  over  the  premises  one 
day  this  week  with  Mr.  E.  J.  Millard,  F.C.S.,  who  is  Mr. 
Hewlett's  right-hand  man,  and  got  some  grasp  of  the 
cramped  conditions  under  which  the  firm  must  have  been 
working  for  some  time. 

The  new  building  has  been  designed  by  Mr.  "R.  P.  Notley, 
F.K.I.B.A.,  and  is  of  red  brick  with  stone  facings,  the 
doors  and  woodwork  in  the  counting-house  being  oak  finish. 
The  sketch  of  the  exterior  fairly  well  illustrates  the  style, 


35  to  42  Charlotte  Street,  E.C. 

the  old  premises  being  to  the  left  of  the  picture  and  the  new 
to  the  right.  The  principal  doorway  is  of  handsome  design, 
the  doors  being  heavy  and  surmounted  by  a  carved  frieze  of 
artistic  character.  The  steps  are  of  polished  Peterhead 
granite.  At  the  left  of  the  frontage  is  a  door  which  only 
opens  from  the  inside.  This  is  the  exit  required  by  the 
London  County  Council  in  case  of  fire,  and  it  is  the  terminus 
of  a  granolithic  staircase  which  goes  from  the  basement  to 
the  roof.  The  same  regulations  have  required  the  doors 
of  all  the  warerooms  to  open  outwards,  and  everything  is  so 
solid  that  the  first  impression  that  one  gets  of  the  building 
is  that  it  is  so  solidly  constructed  that  it  should  last  for  a 
few  centuries.  '  — 

The  freehold  which  Mr.  Hewlett  purchased  was  the  slice 
of  ground  from  the  front  of  35  to  39  Charlotte  Street 
right  back  to  the  Curtain  Road,  and  in  1892  the 
middle  portion  of  this  slice  was  filled  with  laboratories. 
The  part  now  covered  is  in  front  of  these  laboratories,  and 
between  them  is  a  covered  space  until  a  fortnight  since  used 
for  bottle-washing.  The  floors  of  the  laboratories  and  of  the 
new  building  have  been  connected  with  each  other  by  iron 
bridges  floored  with  concrete,  "  strong  enough  to  bear  an 
army,"  remarked  Mr.  Millard.  This  connection  was  not 
permitted  by  the  County  Council  until  the  firm  agreed  to 
erect  an  outside  escape-staircase  from  the  top  t3  the  bottom  of 
the  new  building.  This  also  is  a  massive  piece  of  ironwork,  and 
the  lives  of  the  seventy  employes  are  morel  than  amply 
secured  against  fire. 

Considering  that  the  present  purpose  of  the  extension  is 
to  afford  elbow-room,  we  need  not  venture  to  speculate  on 
new  business  developments.  Enterprise  and  progressive 
business  methods  have  greatly  extended  the  firm's  connec- 
tion at  home  and  abroad  during  recent  years ;  they  make 
everything  they  can,  are  constantly  adding  touches  of  im- 
provement to  their  goods,  and  meeting  new  demands,  things 
which  cannot  be  done  long  under  cramped  conditions.  First 


then,  in  the  new  offices  (of  which  we  give  a  glimpse  viewed 
from  the  old  house  side)  splendid  accommodation  is  provided 
for  the  clerks,  the  office  of  the  head  clerk,  Mr.  J.  C.  Carter, 
being  raised  as  shown  in  the  photograph.  Here  he  has  general 
and  house  telephonic  connection,  as  well  as  speaking-tubes  to 
all  departments  and  the  principal's  rooms.  He  also  overlooks 
the  workers  outside,  and  sees  who  are  callers.  At  the  right 
end  of  the  picture  Mr.  Hewlett  has  his  room,  facing  the 
street,  Mr.  Millard's  being  just  behind  it.  The  counting-house 


Office. 


is  lofty  and  delightfully  lighted.  Below  it  the  whole  2  000 
square  feet  is  devoted  to  bottle-washing  and  distributing ; 
daylight  is  drawn  through  crystal  prisms  in  the  pavement 
above,  and  it  is  astonishing  how  well  the  place  is  lighted. 
The  first  floor  of  the  building  is  entirely  devoted  to  sundries 
and  a  stationery-department.  In  the  older  building  sundries 
had  overgrown  the  accommodation,  and  stationery  was 
poorly  provided  for.  By  stationery  is  meant  all  printed 
matter  and  the  like,  and  it  is  now  systematically  stocked  so 
as  to  be  easily  distributed.  Packing  of  medicinal  specialities 
(such  as  the  firm's  liquors),  counter-specialities,  perfumes, 
tubed  goods,  and  sundries  of  that  character  has  been  entirely 
transferred  from  the  old  building  to  the  second  floor.  We 
give  a  picture  of  this,  and,  though  small,  it  shows  the 
arrangement  well ;  while  the  last  photograph  is  of  the  third 
floor,  and  is  given  as  an  illustration  of  the  spaciousness  of 
the  floors.  The  sanitary  arrangements  are  excellent  through- 
out, each  floor  being  provided  with  lavatories.  An  order- 
lift  goes  from  the  office  to  each  floor  above. 

Turning  now  to  the  old  building  we  find  that  the  apart- 
ments formerly  used  as  offices  have  been  converted  into  a 


Packed-goods  Department. 


home  packing-floor,  so  orderly  arranged  that  goods  can  be 
received  and  despatched  expeditiously.  What  has  hitherto 
been  the  colonial  and  foreign  office  is  now  reserved  for  a 
showroom.  Every  department  has  got  "  its  bit  "  of  increased 
space,  and  it  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  tincture- 
department  that  an  office  has  been  erected  for  the  Excise 
officer  who  attends  daily  in  respect  to  exports  of  alcoholic 
preparations  under  drawback.  From  the  office  he  sees  all 
that  is  going  on,  and  the  samples  are  placed  on  a  folding 
shelf  in  front  of  his  office.  There  is  a  considerable  exten- 
I  sion  of  the  export-department ;  the  poison-room  is  larger — 
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in  fact,  the  old  warehouse  has  proved  wonderfully  elastic, 
and  when  the  pill  and  tablet  house  between  the  laboratories 
and  the  offices  is  fitted  up,  the  place  will  be  a  complete 
microcosm  of  modern  pharmacy. 

In  these  days,  when  grumbling  about  the  decay  of  the 
drug-trade  is  almost  universal,  it  is  cheering  to  feel  that  an 


Fourth  Floob,  New  Building. 

old  London  house  has  not  hesitated  to  lay  out  many 
thousands  of  pounds  chiefly  to  aid  the  administrative  part 
of  its  business.  Mr.  Hewlett  and  his  energetic  lieutenant 
are  equally  optimistic  regarding  the  future,  and  the  casual 
visitor  who  walks  through  the  warehouses  sees  ample 
evidence  of  the  widespread  connection  of  the  firm  in  the 
British  Empire. 


Rhead.  — On  December  8,  at  2  Hamstead  Road,"  Hands- 
worth,  Birmingham,  the  wife  of  A.  Rhead,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 

Robinson.— On  December  8,  at  Bradshaw  Street,  Moss 
Side,  Manchester,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Robinson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Saulnier. — At  the  Anglo-American  Drug  Store,  32  Rue 
d'Antibes,  Cannes,  to  M.  and  Mme.  F.  Saulnier,  a  son 
(Claude). 


fIDarrtaaes* 


Lawson-Johnston— St.  John.— At  St.  Mary  Magdalene's 
Melchbourne,  Bedfordshire,  on  December  4,  George  Lawson- 
Johnston,  of  Raynham  Hall,  Norfolk,  and  of  Bovril  (Limited), 
to  Laura,  daughter  of  Baron  St.  John  of  Bletsoe,  of  Melch- 
bourne Park. 

Moore — Donaldson.— At  17  Nelson  Place,  Stirling,  on 
December  3,  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Lang,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
F.  Petrie,  The  Rectory,  Monymusk,  Thomas  Moore,  chemist, 
Stirling,  to  Helen,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Donaldson, 
Stirling". 


2>eatb0. 


Alderman.— At  21  Gainsborough  Road,  Bow,  E.,  on 
December  4,  Mr.  John  Thomas  Alderman.  Aged  60.  Mr. 
Alderman  entered  the  employ  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Hill  k  Son,  at 
11  Little  Britain,  E.C.,  on  February  21, 1859,  and  subsequently 
represented  this  firm  (now  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Co.)  in 
London  up  to  the  time  when  illness  compelled  his  retire- 
ment, two  months  ago. 


As  the  Egyptian  war  broke 


Barton. — At  Cockermouth,  on  December  1,  Mr.  John  E. 
Barton,  for  many  years  assistant  to  Mr.  W.  Robinson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Main  Street,  Cockermouth. 

Black. — At  Fairfield,  Belhaven,  Dunbar,  N.B.,  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  Mr.  Thomas  Black,  chemist  and  surveyor.  Mr.  Black 
began  life  as  a  chemist's  apprentice.  Enlisting  into  the 
Royal  Engineers  for  the  Survey  Department,  he  was  long 
employed  on  the  survey  of  the  West  Highlands.  In  this  he 
figured  so  conspicuously  that  he  was  sent  to  Greenwich  and 
elsewhere,  where  he  went  through  a  long  course  of  scientific 
studies.  In  1872  he  went  to 
Palestine,  where  he  took  part 
'in  the  survey  and  mapping  of 
the  part  surveyed.  To  this 
testimony  was  borne  by  de- 
ceased's commanding  officer, 
Captain  Condor.  Lord  Kitchener 
was  also  associated  with  Mr. 
Black,  who  after  a  service  of 
twenty-one  years  retired ;  but 
on  being  appealed  to  by  the 
Palestine  Exploration  Society, 
he  went  out  again  in  1881.  On 
that  occasion  great  difficulty  was 
experienced,  and  finally  the 
Sultan  refused  a  firman  to  enable 
them  to  proceed  with  the  work. 

out  the  following  year,  the  exploration  and  survey  of 
Palestine  was  dropped,  and  the  expedition  returned  home. 
Mr.  Black  returned  to  pharmacy,  and,  having  passed  his 
examination,  took  up  a  business;  but  the  confinement  did 
not  suit  his  taste,  and  he  returned  to  surveying-work  once 
more.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  daughter.. 

Collier. — We  regret  to  record  the  death,  on  December  8, 
of  Mr.  Henry  Collier,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  was  for 
many  years  head  dispenser  and  teacher  of  pharmacy  at 
Guy's  Hospital.  He  retired  a  year  or  two  ago.  Mr.  Collier 
was  well  known  to  leaders  of  British  pharmacy  as  a 
competent  pharmacist  and-  good  organiser.  He  made 
occasional  contributions  to  the  evening  meetings  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  and  his  name  is  especially  associated 
with  emulsification  by  means  of  saponin  bodies  and  resin- 
soap.  His  son,  Dr.  H.  W.  Collier,  informs  us  that  the 
funeral  takes  place  at  Lee  Cemetery  on  December  12,  at  2  p.m. 

Cross. — At  96  Westborough,  Scarborough,  on  December  4, 
Grace,  wife  of  Edward  R.  Cross,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Hall. — At  28  Montrose  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  Mr.  George  Hall,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Balnoen, 
Forgue,  Aberdeenshire.    Aged  68. 

Husband. — At  Clarendon  Villa,  Leeds,  on  December  1, 
Mr.  James  Husband,  formerly  in  business  in  Batley  and 
Leeds.    Aged  80. 

Knapman. — On  December  9,  at  Elm  Grove  Road,  Exeter, 
Mr.  John  Knapman,  chemist  and  druggist,  Senior  Magistrate 
for  the  City  of  Exeter.  Aged  75.  Mr.  Knapman  was  able 
to  attend  to  his  judicial  duties  until  about  a  fortnight  ago. 
He  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  in  High  Street,  Exeter, 
some  thirty  years  ago,  in  the  shop  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Eric 
Lemmon.  Mr.  Knarjman  was  a  member  of  the  Old  Improve- 
ment Commissioners,  which  was  the  controlling  authority 
before  the  formation  of  the  Exeter  Town  Council  in  1866-7. 
In  1872  he  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  By  his 
death  Exetsr  has  lost  a  worthy  citizen,  who  was  highly 
esteemed  for  his  uprightness  and  integrity  of  character. 

Leitch- — At  Medical  Hall,  Greenlaw.  Berwickshire,  on 
December  2,  Jessie  McLeod,  wife  of  Mr.  David  Leitch, 
chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  50. 

McVittie. — At  Harrismith,  Orange  River  Colony,  on 
November  22,  Mr.  David  John  Beattie  McVittie,  chemist  and 
druggist.    Aged  31. 

Wislicenus. — At  Leipzig,  on  December  5,  Johann 
Wislicenus,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Director 
of  the  Chemical  Laboratory  at  the  University  of  Leipzig. 
Aged  67.  Professor  Wislicenus  was  one  of  the  makers  of 
modern  chemical  theory,  and  a  man  of  great  erudition.  He 
was  much  honoured  in  this  country,  and  several  of  our 
Reading  chemists  have  been  his  pupils. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS  —The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  price* 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E  C:  December  n. 

BUSINESS  in  drugs  and  chemicals  has  been  very  slow  this 
week,  but  there  is  a  firm  tone  in  a  few  important 
staples.  Bromides  continue  the  leading  topic,  but  the 
anticipated  reduction  has  not  come  about,  and  it  is  becoming 
more  and  more  evident  that  the  German  syndicate  refuses  to 
lower  the  price  of  bromine.  An  important  fact  is  that  the 
American  "leakage"  has  been  stopped  for  the  present. 
Crude  camphor  has  advanced  again,  and  refined  is  very  firm. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  dearer  in  sympathy  with  French  markets ; 
and  foreign  tartaric  acid  is  firmer.  Cantharides  and 
taraxacum  are  higher  ;  gentian  and  Japanese  wax  are  easier. 
In  essential  oils,  peppermint  is  quiet,  but  steady ;  while  higher 
prices  are  quoted  from  Messina  for  lemon,  bergamot,  and 
orange.  Quinine  has  improved  slightly  in  the  "  outside  " 
market.  Morphine  is  firm,  and  makers  are  busy.  At  the 
annual  sales  of  castorum  everything  offered  was  sold  at 
irregular  but  lower  prices.  The  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs 
are  reported  on  page  989,  and  the  following  are  the  more 
important  fluctuations  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Camphor 

(crude) 
Canary-seed 
Cantharides 
Insect-flowers 
Ipecacuanha 
Senega 
Taraxacum 
Wax,  bees' 

(Jamaica) 

Acid,  tartaric 
Cream  of 

tartar 
Oil,  bergamot 
Oil,  lemon 
Orris 

Quinine  (sec. 
hands) 

Buchu 
Croton-seed 
Gentian 
Menthol 
Oil,  castor 
Wax, 
Japanese 

Cardamoms 
Castorum 
Oil,  lime 
(W.I.) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c.,have  arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  December  1  to  10,  in- 
clusive : — Acid,  tartaric  (@  Bari)  44,  (@  Messina)  20 ;  arsenic  (@ 
Melbourne),  50  ;  "  balsams  "  (@  Acajutla),  10  ;  benzoin  (@  Penang) 
52,  (@  Singapore)  145 ;  cardamoms,  117 ;  castor  oil  (@  Antwerp) 
74  brls.,  (@  Calcutta)  600  cs. ;  cinchona  (@  Mollendo),  97; 
cinnamon  oil  (@  Ceylon),  4;  cod-liver  oil  (@  Rotterdam)  51  cs., 
(@  Norway)  276;  ergot  (@  Hamburg),  52;  eucalyptus  oil  (@ 
Adelaide),  22 ;  kola  (@  Grenada),  39 ;  lime-juice  (@  Dominica), 
141  pkgs. ;  lime  oil  (@  W.I.),  39;  orris  (@  Leghorn),  57;  pepper- 
mint oil  (@  Japan),  10  cs.  and  10  cs.  in  tr. ;  rhubarb  (@  Shanghai), 
80  ;  rose  oil  (@  Bombay),  7;  saffron,  5;  senna  (  a)  Bombay),  216  ; 
shellac  (@  Calcutta),  1,649,  button  lac;  turmeric  (@  Bombay), 
154;  tartar  (@  Amst.),  43;  tonka-beans  (@  Para),  45;  vanilla 
(@  Colombo),  15 ;  wine-lees  (@  Messina),  387. 

The  Drug  Club. 

The  Drug  Club  held  a  meeting  in  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  London 
on  Tuesday  afternoon,  December  9,  at  2  o'clock,  Mr.  John  J.  Evans 
in  the  chair.  Satisfactory  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  and  various  business  matters  were  discussed. 
In  the  evening  the  members  dined  together  in  the  Albion  Hotel, 
Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  when  there  were  about  forty  London  and 
provincial  wholesale  druggists  present.  Mr.  J.  J.  Evans  has  been 
re-elected  President  of  the  club  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  Chas. 
Umney  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  Secretary.' 


Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  December  10. 

Castor  Oil. — The  value  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  continues 
to  be  2TV^.  from  the  quay  and  2^d.  per  lb.  in  store.  First- 
pressure  French  is  available  at  the  same  price.  Second-pressure 
French  is  still  held  at  2|cZ.  per  lb. 

Irish  Moss. — Further  sales  of  common  are  reported  at  lis. 
per  cwt. 

Grains  op  Paradise.— Forty-five  shillings  to  46s.  per  cwt. 
continues  to  be  asked  for  the  small  stocks  available. 

Canary-seed. — This  article  has  witnessed  an  excited  market 
and  60s.  per  qr.  has  been  paid  for  large  quantities  of  Barbary 
seed  ;  while  Turkish  has  been  sold  up  to  60s.,  and  now  62s  3d.  is 
asked.  Holders  of  stocks  here  say  that  very  strong  reports  come 
from  the  producing-centres. 

Acacia  Sorts.— Smill  sales  of  ambery  Soudan  sorts  are 
reported  at  3?s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  showing  an  advance  on  recent  values. 
Soft  Soudan  sorts  are  still  quoted  35s.  per  cwt. 

African  Ginger  —Sales  of  ton-lots  in  store  are  reported  at 
46s.  per  cwt.  There  has  been  a  very  good  inquiry  during  the 
week. 

Beeswax  (Chilian).— Ten  bags  of  mixed  quality  Chilian  are 
reported  sold  at  11.  1  Is.  per  cwt.  For  Turkish,  mixed  quality, 
7?.  5s.  per  cwt.  is  asked 

Tonka  Beans. — The  market  has  been  practically  cleared  of 
fine  frosted  Para  at  Is.  %d.  per  . lb. 

Honey  (Chilian).— Sales  of  low  Pile  1  are  reported  at  23s.  <od. 
per  cwt.,  which  is  an  advance  of  about  Is.  per  cwt.  on  the  last 
price  paid.    All  grades  of  honey  are  very  firmly  held. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  very  firmly  held,  and  values  range  from  60s. 
per  cwt.  for  grey  to  77s.  M.  for  yellow. 

Arsenic— Firm,  at  121.  5s.  to  121.  10s.  per  ton  for  forward 
delivery. 

Turmeric— The  proportion  of  fine  quality  Madras  finger  held 
on  the  market  continues  to  shrink,  and  sales  are  reported  at 
8s.  9d.  to  lis.  per  cwt.  Some  holders  are  keeping  their  parcels 
back  for  more  money. 

Linseed. — All  descriptions  are  much  firmer,  and  Turkish  is 
held  at  46s.  per  qr.  and  River  Plate  at  the  same  price. 

Aloes  (Cdracoa). — A  parcel  at  auction  last  week  was  sold  at 
17s.  to  17s.  6rf.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia  Bark  is  firmly  held  at  20?.  10s.  to  21?.  per  ton. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  December  9. 
Business  is  quiet.    The  navigation  into  the  interior  is  entirely 
closed. 

Agar-agar  is  quiet;  prime  is  quoted  315m.,  and  current 
290m.  per  100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  cheap,  at  23m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  firm  and  scarce  on  the  spot,  at  lOirn.  per  kilo. 

Camphor.— Refined  is  firm,  at  425m.  per  100  kilos." 

Cantharides. — Russian  is  firm,  at  555m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  firm.  Spanish  is  quoted  300m.  per  100  kilos.  Russian 
is  scarce,  and  values  are  unchanged. 

Myrrh  is  scarce,  at  160m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  firmer,  and  for  Cartagena  10m.  per  kilo,  has 
been  paid.    Bio  is  also  very  firm,  at  15m  to  16m.  per  kilo. 
Senega  is  quoted  660m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax  (Japanese),  on  the  spot,  is  firm  at  105m.  per  100  kilos. 
Quinine  is  unchanged,  at  37m.  per  kilo. 
Kola  is  scarce,  at  65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  slow  of  sale,  first-pressing  in  barrels, 
for  forward  delivery,  being  quoted  46m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver 
(non-congealing)  is  quoted  175m.  per  barrel.  Linseed  and  cotton 
are  tending  firmer. 

Oils  (Essential).— Peppermint  (UGH)  is  firm,  and  quoted 
20m.  to  20£m.  per  lb.  Japanese  is  extremely  scarce,  and  24m, 
per  kilo,  asked.    Star-anise  is  quoted  11m.  to  10^m.  per  kilo. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — In  further  reference  to  the  Gorman  com- 
bination, we  understand  that  the  makers  of  the  "Elk"  brand 
Norwegian  oxalic  acid  are  not  included  in  the  combination. 
The  spot  price  for  prompt  delivery  is  2%d.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Steady.  Prices  for  English  (B.P. 
quality)  still  remain  at  ll^d.  to  ll±d.  per  lb.,  and  foreign  at 
101(2.  to  10|d,  being  rather  firmer. 

Alcohol.— Methylated  spirit  is  quoted  at  from  2s.  to  2s.  Id. 
per  gallon  for  large  quantities. 

Almonds. — From  Messina  under  date  of  November  30 
it  is  reported  that  the  discouragement  produced  by  the 
collapse  of  prices  at  Bari  still  continues,  and  the  market 
remains  dull.  P.  and  G.  sweet  are  quoted  78s.,  bitter  ditto 
83s.,  current  Avola  86s.,  and  choice  ditto  99s.  per  cwt.  of 
50|  kilos. 
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Areca. — Fine  quality  is  scarce.  There  was  nothing  on 
offer  to-day. 

Arrowroot. — At  the  spice  auctions  on  Wednesday  two 
piles  of  good  St.  Vincents  sold  at  <S\d.,  and  a  few  barrels  of 
common  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Privately  several  hundred  barrels 
good  manufacturing  St.  Vincent  have  been  sold  at  3^d. 
per  lb. 

Belladonna-root. — Good  quality  continues  to  remain 
scarce,  40s.  c.i.f .  being  quoted. 

Bromides. — To  the  surprise  of  everybody  the  anticipated 
reduction  in  bromides  has  not  taken  place,  and  it  is  now 
evident  that  the  possibilities  of  such  reduction  are  daily 
becoming  more  remote,  as  apparently  the  German  syndicate 
refuse  to  lower  the  price  of  bromine  for  the  present,  knov/ing 
that  they  are  the  stronger  party.  However,  the  backbone  is 
out  of  the  market,  and  until  confidence  is  restored  there  is 
no  business  to  be  done  on  this  side.  Since  our  last  report 
the  agent  who  is  offering  American  bromides  has  sold  about 
150  cases  or  several  tons  of  potassium  bromide  to  wholesale 
druggists  at  1*.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  On  Saturday  last 
he  had  the  following  cable  from  his  clients: — "We  have 
oversold  for  prompt  shipment.  We  offer  you  not  firm 
100  cases  for  January-February  shipment."  This  100  cases 
he  reports  having  sold,  but  no  further  offers  are  forthcoming, 
and  we  understand  that  there  is  now  nothing  more  to  be 
had,  so  that  the  "leakage  "  is  evidently  stopped. 

Camphor. — The  monopoly  have  again  advanced  their 
quotations  for  crude  Formosan  to  160a".  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and 
pressed  to  172s.  6:1.,  c.i.f.  On  the  spot  business  has  been  done 
in  Japanese  crude  at  165s.  to  170s.,  and  for  October-November 
shipment  several  hundred  piculs  have  been  sold  from 
second-hands  at  160.?.  c.i.f.,  being  dearer. 

Canary-seed  continues  to  advance  ;  on  Wednesday  62s.  61. 
per  quarter  was  paid  for  Turkish  on  the  spot,  but  there  were 
no  further  sellers  at  the  price. 

Castorum. — The  annual  sales  of  castorum  were  held  on 
Wednesday,  December  10,  the  quantity  offered  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  being  slightly  larger  than  on  the 
last  occasion,  being  1,900  lbs.,  against  1,683  lbs.  in  1901. 
Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.  also  offered  about  526  lbs.  on  behalf 
of  Messrs.  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.,  against  600  lbs.  in  the 
previous  year.  There  was  the  visual  attendance  of 
buyers,  mostly  on  behalf  of  continental  houses,  and  with  a 
good  demand  the  two  catalogues  were  cleared  at  very 
irregular  but  lower  prices,  the  decline  ranging  from  about 
4s.  to  10s.  per  lb.  Taken  altogether  the  quality  was  not  so 
good  as  at  the  auction  last  year,  but  prices  were  the 
lowest  seen  for  some  ten  years.  The  following  prices  were 
paid  :  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  sale  :  YF  firsts,  67s.  per  lb.  ; 
seconds,  57s.  ;  mouldy  ditto,  54s.  ;  thirds,  35s. ;  mouldy  ditto, 
33s. ;  pickings,  27s.  to  28s. ;  MR  firsts,  52s.  ;  seconds,  47s.  ; 
mixed  firsts  and  seconds,  40s.  61. ;  thirds,  mouldy,  26s.  to 
28s. ;  pickings,  22s. ;  Canada's  firsts,  55s. ;  seconds,  47s.  ; 
first  and  seconds  mouldy,  44s. :  damp  ditto,  40s.  61. ;  NW 
firsts,  54s.  ;  seconds,  47s. :  mixed  first  and  seconds,  47s.  6:1. ; 
thirds,  31s.  to  31s.  6d. ;  mouldy  thirds,  27s.  61.  :  pickings, 
20s.  6d.  to  25s.  6d. ;  YF,  etc.  cuttings  and  oil  pods,  17s.  to 
18s.  6d. ;  YF  mouldy  firsts  and  seconds,  47s.  ;  mouldy  thirds, 
33s. ;  and  pickings,  27s.  per  lb.  S.  Figgis  Co's  sale  :  firsts, 
41s.  to  44s.  per  lb. ;  firsts  and  seconds' mixed,  32s.  61.  to  35s.  ; 
seconds  (part  damp),  25s.  to  30s. ;  thirds,  21s.  6d.  to  26s.  6:1. ; 
pickings,  19s.  to  23s.  per  lb. 

CINCHONA. — In  auction  26  serons  Crown  bark  were  offered 
and  sold.  Good  bright,  partly  mossy,  but  small  and  broken, 
Loxa  quill  sold  at  9±d.,  and  coarse  broken  l\d.  Four  bales 
bright  Huanuco  realised  9hd.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  British  India  during  the  six  months  ended 
September  amounted  to 

1902  1901  1900 

Lbs.         ...   1,058,458         884,225  1,525,617 

Cream  op  Tartar  is  firmer.  Best  white  crystals  are 
quoted  74s.  6:1.  to  75s.  per  cwt.,  and  powder  76  s.  98-per- 
cent, powder  is  now  quoted  78s.  61.  to  79s.  per  cwt. 

Gambier. —  Cubes  are  quiet  with  small  sales  at  42s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Gentian  is  rather  easier  owing  to  a  good  supply  on  the 
spot.    Split  is  quoted  18s.  6d,,  c.i.f.,  and  cut  root  25s.,  c.i.f. 

Lemon-juice  (Conc.)  and  Lime  Citrate. — The  Messina 
market  is  unchanged.    Sellers  for  prompt  shipment  are 


rather  firm  in  their  ideas  of  value,  but  for  December-January 
shipment  they  are  inclined  to  give  way.  Juice  is  quoted 
13/.  prompt,  and  12/.  5s.  December-January  shipment ; 
citrate  of  lime  12'.  19s.  prompt,  and  12'.  5s.  December- 
January,  per  pipe  of  130  gals,  and  64  oz.  c  a.  f.o.b. 

Morphine  is  firm  on  the  basis  of  4s.  per  oz.  for  hydro- 
chloride powder.  Makers  are  said  to  be  fully  occupied  with 
orders. 

Oil,  Bergamot,  is  firmer  at  from  8s.  6:1.  to  8s,  9i.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  easier  inclined,  Belgian  being  quoted  at 
22?.  10s.  for  firsts,  and  20/.  for  seconds,  December  delivery  ; 
January-December  shipment,  22!.  and  20/.  respectively,  ex 
wharf.  Hull  make,  prompt  delivery,  22J.  10s.  firsts,  and 
20/.  10s.  seconds,  ex  wharf,  London.  Calcutta  seconds  are 
quoted  21.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  correspondent  at  Bergen  writes  on 
December  6  that  the  cod-liver  oil  market  remains  easy, 
holders  maintaining  their  former  quotation  of  180s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  finest  non-congealing  oil.  Sales,  however, 
are  very  limited  owing  to  the  small  stocks.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  9,042  barrels,  against 
12,768  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  In 
the  drug-auction  37  casks  of  non-freezing  Newfoundland  oil 
were  bought  in  at  200s.  per  barrel  nominally.  Five  barrels 
Devold's  Norwegian  oil  had  been  sold  privately ;  and  for  10 
barrels  of  Holmboe's  brand  170s.  was  refused.  Privately  the 
market  is  unchanged,  185s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  being  quoted  for 
finest  non-congealing  oil. 

Oil,  Chamomile. — English  remains  very  dear,  one  dis- 
tiller asking  72s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lemon,  is  firmer  in  some  quarters,  offering  at  from 
2  -.  lid.  to  3s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  It  is  possible,  however,  to  buy 
on  the  spot  at  below  these  figures. 

Oil,  Lemongrass,  is  unaltered,  with  spot  sellers  at  5}d. 
per  oz. 

Oil,  Olive. — Under  date  of  November  30  we  learn  from 
Messina  that,  with  the  exception  of  Gioja  and  Bari,  the  crop 
is  deficient  and  hardly  sufficient  for  local  requirements. 
Messina  prices  rule  above  those  quoted  in  Spain,  and  are 
influenced  by  the  demand  for  the  large  Italian  cities,  the 
foreign  demand  being  wanting.  Yellow  Messina  is  quoted 
34/.,  green  33/..  Syracuse  33/.  5s.,  Gallipoli  34/.  10s.,  choice 
ditto  35/.  5s.,  and  burning  Russia  35/.  per  tun  of  1,045  kilos., 
f.o.b. 

Exports  from  Spain  for  the  nine  months  were  : — 

1902  1901  1900 

Kilos.       ...    44,894,320      15,783,335  30,751,840 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Firm,  but  quiet,  at  20s.  6d.  per  lb. 
nominally  for  American  HGH. ;  Japanese  dementholised  is 
lis.,  and  40-per-cent.  oil  is  15s.  per  lb.  In  genuine  Mitcham 
oil  business  has  been  done  at  30s.  per  lb.  in  secondhands, 
and  one  distiller  quotes  32s.  net.  In  auction  35  cases  of 
American  HGH  were  limited  at  21s.,  the  highest  bid  obtain- 
able being  19s.  9.'/.  There  is  a  little  HGH  to  be  had  at  20s., 
spot  from  second-hands. 

Opium. — The  London  market  remains  firm,  but  there  is 
little  doing.  There  has  been  a  small  demand  for  fine 
Hadjekuij  at  14s.  t3i.,  and  secondary  Tokat  at  from  7s.  9d. 
to  8s.,  this  description  being  rather  easier.  Salonica  has  also 
been  sold  at  8s.  4§<Z.  per  lb.  In  Persian  no  business  is 
reported. 

Smyrna,  November  28. — Only  urgent  orders  have  been  filled 
this  week,  as  holders  refuse  to  make  slight  concessions.  The  sales 
amount  to  33  cases,  including  10  cases  current  Bogaditz  at  7s.  10(7., 
14  cases  choice  Karahissar  at  7s.  6d.,  5  cases  Karahissar  t.q.  at 
7.s.  Ad.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Market  closes  quiet,  buyers  insisting  on  a 
concession.  The  arrivals  amount  to  4,b'80  cases,  against  2,774  cases 
at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Constantinople,  December  5. — Heavy  rains  have  hampered 
peasants  so  much  that  little  or  no  seed  has  been  put  underground. 
Favourable  weather  is  now  required  to  allow  of  peasants  sowing 
on  a  large  scale,  and  thus  make  up  for  the  autumn  non-sowings. 
Under  above  circumstances,  combined  with  risks  of  frost  which 
lie  ahead  of  the  tender  plants,  the  outlook  for  next  crop  is  not 
over-promising.  The  week's  sales  amount  to  6  cases  "druggists' 
at  6s.  9d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.    Market  is  quiet. 

Orris. — The  market  is  rather  firmer,  there  having  been  a 
good  demand  for  the  United  States  recently.  Good  Floren- 
tine sorts  are  quoted  24s.  to  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
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March  delivery  has  sold  at 
months   ending  September 


1901 
155,900 
6,548-000 


1900 
137,700 
6,197,000 


Ph  enacetix. — Makers  continue  to  quote  4*.  3d.  per  lb.  for 
crystals  and  powder  in  10-cwt.  lots. 

Quicksilver  is  firm  at  81.  15s.  per  bottle  from  the 
importers. 

Exports  of  quicksilver  from  San  Francisco  in  October  are 
reported  as  follows  :  Mexico,  26,045  lbs. ;  Costa  Rica,  383 ;  Hon- 
duras, 4,742;  Hong-Kong,  76,500;  total,  107,670  lbs.,  or  1,408 
flasks. 

During  the  nine  months  ended  September  the  total  exports 
from  the  United  States  were  :  1902, 702,439  lbs. ;  1901, 589,753  lbs. ; 
and  1900,  622,707  lbs. 

Quinine  has  been  more  active  this  week,  and  values  are 
slightly  higher.    Spot  stuff  was  sold  early  in  the  week  from 
second-bands  at  from  ll^d.  to  llf <Z  ,  and  subsequently  at 
lljrf.,  but  sellers  now  ask  1. 
Is.  t)  Is.  0^d.  per  oz. 

The    exports    during    the  nine 
amounted  to — 

1902 

Kilos   155,700 

Marks   6,539,000 

In  reference  to  our  report  of  the  Java  quinine-tender  of  Novem- 
ber 26,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  average  price  obtained  for  the 
300  kilos,  sold  was  16ifl.,  against  16ifl.  at  the  October  auctions, 
and  not  17^fl.  as  given  in  our  last  report,  that  figure  being  the 
price  obtained  at  the  September  tender. 

Saffron  is  firm  and  unaltered  at  our  last  quotations.  No 
change  is  anticipated  until  the  turn  of  the  year. 

The  exports  from  Spain  for  the  nine  months  ending  September  J 
amounted  to : — 

1902  1901  1900 

Kilos    50,048  60,380  50,817 

Senega. — Business  was  done  last  week  at  2s.  lfM  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  but  since  then  a  cable  has  come  to  hand  quoting  the 
equivalent  of  3s.  3d.  in  New  York.  On  the  spot  holders  have 
now  advanced  their  prices  to  3s.  3d.,  and  3s.  has  been 
refused. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  Calicut  Ginger  sold  at 
34s.  to  35s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  brown  rough,  being  steady ;  small 
rough  sold  at  33s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  "  C  "  cut  Cochin  partly  sold 
at  48s.  per  cwt.  Unassorted  native  cut  was  bought  in  at  56s. 
and  medium  and  small  at  52s.  Qd.  to  55s.  per  cwt.  A  small 
lot  of  Jamaica  was  bought  in  at  44s.  per  cwt.  for  middling 
dull.  Zanzibar  Cloves  have  been  quiet,  but  steady  at  QfPd. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  at  4^.  for  March-May  delivery. 
Pimento  firm  ;  common  sold  at  2^d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  fair 
at  2%d.  to  Zkd.  per  lb.  Cassia-lignea  was  bought  in  at  45s. 
per  cwt.  for  selected,  and  at  40s.  for  false  packed.  Cinnamon- 
.  chips  were  bought  in  at  3^d.  per  lb.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  sold 
at  steady  prices.  Black  Pepper  was  bought  in  at  Qd.  per  lb. 
for  Singapore,  and  at  5£d.  to  Qd.  for  fair  to  good  Alleppy. 
Penang  sold  cheaply  at  4f  d.  to  4|^.  per  lb.  Singapore  black 
is  dearer  to  arrive,  with  buyers  at  Qd.  per  lb.  for  January- 
March  shipment.  Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  \Qd.  to 
10\d.  per  lb.  for  good ;  Siam  at  9|fZ.,  and  Penang  at  2\d. 
per  lb 

Sulphur. — -Under  date  of  November  30,  we  learn  from 
Messina  that  a  scarcity  of  steamers  prevailed  during 
November,  and  this  caused  a  depressing  influence  on  exports, 
which  remained  rather  under  an  average  one,  whereas 
stocks  keep  on  increasing  steadily.  The  total  stock  of 
brimstone  at  the  end  of  October,  1902,  amounted  to 
339.000  tons,  against  288,000  tons  last  year.  Prices  for 
seconds  declined  about  Qd. ;  thirds,  however,  not  only  main- 
tained their  value,  but  advanced  further.  Current  and  good 
thirds  have  met  a  large  demand  and  are  very  scarce.  In 
former  years  refiners  neglected  these  grades,  burning  best 
thirds  only,  but  this  has  lately  changed,  and  they  are  now 
buying  these  inferior  qualities  in  preference,  owing  to  the 
low  price.  In  Sicily,  where  formerly  no  refiners  existed, 
quite  a  number  have  been  established,  and  more  are  still 
building.  Their  production  is  hardly  sufficient  to  meet  the 
increased  demand  of  pulp-manufacturers,  who,  in  view  of  the 
small  difference  of  price,  prefer  to  consume  refined  brimstone 
(owing  to  its  pureness,  whereby  loss  in  weight  is  avoided), 
instead  of  raw  brimstone,  which  being  melted  at  the  mines 
by  primitive  and  obsolete  methods,  is  never  entirely  free 
from  impurity.  The  current  quotations  are  :  best  unmixed 
seconds,  in  bulk,  82s.  3d. ;  best  thirds,  in  bulk,  77s.  Qd. ; 
current  thirds,  in  bulk,  75s.  9d.  ;  refined  block  sulphur,  in 
bulk,  86s.  9d.  per  ton  of  13  Sicilian  cantars,  f.o.b.  Refined 


roll  sulphur,  in  3-cwt.  casks,  97s.  Qd.  ;  sublimed  flowers,  in 
bags,  101s.  9d. ;  current  ditto,  in  bags,  93s.  Qd.  per  ton  of 
20  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Taraxacum  is  dearer,  the  frost  having  interfered  with 
digging.    Ordinary  cut  is  quoted  35s.  to  36s.,  c.i.f. 

Tartar. — The  exports  from  Italy  and  Spain  during  the 
nine  months  ending  September  amounted  to — 
1902  1901  1900 

Kilos.     ...    12,650,800      9,173,500      13,433,500 )  T,  , 
Lire       ...     9,868,000       7,155,000       11,015,000  \  ±taly 
Kilos.     ...     8,647,962      9,111,864        9,651,338  >  „    . , 
Pesetas  ...     4,324,000       4,556,000        4,826,000  J'  apam 

Vanilla. — A  consignment  of  about  300  kilos,  of  vanilla, 
cultivated  in  German  East  Africa,  arrived  in  Hamburg 
a  short  time  ago.  The  beans  are  said  to  be  of  fine  dark 
chocolate  colour,  and  are  commencing  to  crystallise.  They 
are  of  various  lengths,  and  are  reported  to  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  best  Bourbon  quality. 

Wax,  Japanese.-  -There  are  sellers  at  56s.  on  the  spot 
being  easier. 

London  Drug-auctions. 

The  first  sales  o/1903  will  take  place  on  January  8,  and 
will  consist  of  "new  and  old  "  drugs. 

T  here  was  a  dull  tone  about  the  last  auctions  of  the  year, 
although  they  consisted  of  first-hand  drugs.  Aloes  of  all  descrip- 
tions was  neglected;  asafetida  was  held  for  prices  much  above 
buyers'  ideas ;  consequently  no  business  was  done.  Sumatra 
benzoin  was  in  good  demand  at  steady  prices.  Cardamoms  dragged, 
and  were  lower,  decorticated  seed  being  about  steady.  Both  Rio 
and  Cartagena  ipecac,  were  dearer,  compared  with  the  last  public 
sales.  Grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilia  sold  steadily,  and  Jamaica 
beeswax  was  dearer.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of 
oods  offered  and  sold  : — 


Offered 

Aloes- 
Cape    25  .. 

Socotrine   20  .. 

Zanzibar    22  ., 

Aniseed  (Russ.)  ...  12  ., 

Areca   33  ., 

Asafetida    354  ., 

Balsam — 

Canada    2  .. 

Copaiba   1  ., 

Tolu    6  . 

Benzoin — - 

Palembang    20  . 

Siam    11  . 

Sumatra   99  . 

Buchu    34  . 

Calumba    19  . 

Cannabis  indica  ...  10  . 

Cardamoms    345  . 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  50  . 

Cashew  nuts   5  . 

Chamomiles   5  . 

Chillies    11  . 

Cinchona    26  . 

Coca-leaves    29  . 

Colocynth  (Span.)  6  . 

Cowhage   2  . 

Croton-seed    52  . 

Dragon's-blood   6  . 

Ergot  

Gamboge  

Guaiacum  

Gum  acacia  .... 

Honey — 

Jamaica   19 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   34 

Rio  (natural)   39 

„  ("cult.") 

Kino   

Kola   


7 
2 
48 


22 
9 
4 


Lime-juice   9 


Sold 

,  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  43 

.  15 

.  0 

.  0 

.  147 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  26 

.  39 

.  0 

.  0 

.  47 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 


4 
3 
12 
0 
0 
4 


Offered 
...    20  .. 
...     6  .. 


5 
35 

3 

2 

50 


Liquorice-juice  

Menthol   

Musk  

Myrrh   

Nux  vomica   

Oil- 
bay  

camphor  (white) 

cinnamon-leaf  ...      8  .. 

citronella    1  .. 

cod-liver    52  .. 

eucalyptus    32  .. 

lemon   5  .. 

lemongrass    4  .. 

lime  (W.I.)    13  .. 

orange    1  .. 

peppermint    78  .. 

Orehella-weed    81  .. 

Orris    41  .. 

Ox-tongues  (doz.)...      2  .. 

Rhubarb    15  .. 

Sarsaparilia — 

grey  Jamaica   ...    36  .. 

Mexican   12  .. 

native  Jam   4  .. 

Seedlac    20  .. 

Senna — 

Alexandrian   124  . 

Tinnevelly   221  .. 

Squills    20  .. 

Tonka-beans   10  .. 

Turmeric    662  .. 

Wax  (bees')— 

Australian  

Bombay  (yellow; 

Calcutta  (white) 

Chilian   

Chinese  

Jamaica    13 

Spanish  (yellow)  9 

Zanzibar    121 


Sold 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 

0 
0 

.  0 
.  0 
5* 
0 

.  0 

•  0 
0 
0 
0 

.  0 

1 

0 


36 
4 
4 
9 

0 
211 
0 
0 
299 

3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
12 
0 
0 


Sold  privately. 


Aloes. — Neglected.  Fine  hard  Socotrine  of  good  flavour 
in  kegs  was  obtainable  at  72s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of 
25  cases  Cape,  mostly  mixed  and  livery,  were  bought  in  at 
30s.  nominally ;  and  for  very  drossy  Zanzibar  in  tins  20s. 
was  mentioned  as  the  price. 
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Asafetida. — Two  new  parcels  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
were  offered,  but  not  a  package  was  sold,  buyers'  and 
sellers'  ideas  of  value  being  con>iderably  divergent.  The 
quality Iwas  much  better  than  has  been  seen  for  some  .time 
past,  there  being  a  large  proportion  of  pinky  block. 

Balsam  (Canada)  was  limited  a1  Is.  91.  per  lb.  net. 
Balsam  Copaiba. — Cpique  Cartagena  sold  at  Is.  3d. 
per  lb. 

Benzoin  sold  at  steady  rates.  For  very  good  Sumatra 
seconds,  well  packed  with  small  to  medium  white  almonds, 
8?.  per  cwt.  was  paid;  good  fair  ditto  sold  at  from  11.  to 
11.  10s. ;  and  for  ordinary  seconds  with  broad  borders  51.  5s. 
was  paid.  Fair  Palembang  was  held  at  35s.  Of  Siam 
11  cases  were  shown,  but  nothing  sold  publicly  ;  for  small  to 
bold  almonds,  partly  blocky,  of  good  flavour-,  16!.  was  re- 
fused, 20/.  being  wanted ;  and  for  pea  and  bean  size  in 
block  15/.  was  wanted ;  a  bid  of  13/.  was  refused. 

Buchu. — Kather  easier,  and  in  better  supply.  For  fair 
round  greenish  leaf  Is.  per  lb.  was  paid,  and  lOi.  to  lid.  for 
dull  mixed  and  bronzy  leaf. 

Cardamoms  proved  a  dragging  market  and  prices 
declined  Id.  to  occasionally  2i.  per  lb.  on  the  medium  and 
higher  grades.  Splits  and  seeds  were  about  steady.  The 
following  prices  were  paid  : — Ceylon  Mysore,  medium  and 
bold  pale,  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  lid. ;  bold  medium  pale,  Is.  9d.  to 
2s. ;  small  and  medium  pale,  is.  5d.  to  Is.  Id. ;  medium  and 
bold  brownish,  Is.  6:1. ;  small  and  medium  brownish,  Is.  2d. 
to  Is.  5d. ;  small  brown,  lid.  Bold  pale  splits,  2s.  3d.  to 
2s.  5d. ;  medium  splits,  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  Id.  ;  medium  and  bold 
yellowish,  Is.  IQd. ;  very  small  palish,  lid. ;  brown  splits  and 
pickings,  lid.  Lean  native  wild  Ceylon,  Id.  ;  decorticated 
seeds,  Is.  <\d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves.— Ceylon  were  in  good  demand,  and  all  sold 
Good  bright  green  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. ;  fair  ditto,  8d., 
subject,  to  7§  d.  for  slightly  brownish ;  dullish  and  brown, 
6d.,  subject,  to  6\d.  per  lb. ;  and  pickings,  $\d. 

Croton-SEED. — A.  parcel  of  mostly  dark  and  mixed  seed 
sold  at  from  22*.  6i.  to  23s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — In  small  supply.  Pale  to  dark  mixed  liquid 
Jamaica,  in  barrels,  sold  at  from  18s.  to  22s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Dearer,  compared  with  the  last  public 
sale,  but  about  steady  with  the  rates  paid  privately.  Twelve 
bales  of  cultivated  Kio  of  good  quality  sold  at  from  6s.  3d. 
to  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  and  a  few  bales  of  good  plump  natural  Rio 
brought  7s.  The  quality  of  the  bulk  of  the  natural  Rio 
offered  on  this  occasion  was  poorer  than  usual,  and  lean 
stemmy  was  offered  in  vain  at  from  6s.  9d.  to  6.;.  lOd.  For 
4  bales  of  fair  average  Cartagena  4s.  6d.  was  paid,  and  in 
another  instance  4s.  9d.  was  wanted.  Twenty  bales  were 
withdrawn,  having  been  offered  on  a  previous  occasion. 
Privately  Hamburg  offers  Cartagena  root  at  4s.  5d.  per  lb. 
c.i.f. 

Menthol. — For  Kobayashi  crystals  25s.  was  asked,  and 
for  Yazawa  brand  23s.  per  lb.  Privately  the  market  is 
easier. 

Myb.rh. — A  new  parcel  of  small  to  bold  fair  sorts  but 
rather  dark  was  bought  in  at  a  nominal  figure,  holders  being 
firm. 

Nux  Vomica. — Fair  but  rather  small  button  brought 
7s.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Bay.— West  Indian  distilled  was  limited  at  5s.  9d. 
per  lb.,  a  bid  of  5s.  3d.  being  refused. 

Oil,  Camphor. — Japanese  white  was  limited  at  35s. 
per  cwt. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Australian  of  B.P.  quality  is  obtain- 
able in  quantity  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  and  Amygdalina  at  IQd. 

Rhubarb. — Only  High-dried  description  offered,  of  which 
a  few  cases  had  been  sold  privately,  and  no  business  trans- 
pired in  the  sale.  Small  and  medium  flat  was  held  for  3d. 
per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  was  represented  by  36 
bales,  the  sound  of  which  sold  at  Is.  3d.,  and  the  bulk,  being 
country-damaged,  realised  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Four 
bales  of  chumpy  Mexican  sold  at  5d.,  and  more  is  available 


at  this  price.  Four  bales  of  fair  red  native  Jamaica  sold  at 
9d.  per  lb.  . 

Seedlac. — Rather  small  and  dusty  Madras  sold  at  91s., 
and  block  at  85s.  per  cwt. 

Senna. — There  was  a  good  demand  for  Tinnevelly  leaf,  and 
prices  were  very  steady  for  common  and  medium  qualities  of 
which  the  bulk  consisted.  Good  greenish  leaf,  6f  which 
very  little  was  offered,  sold  at  full-up  prices.  The  following 
rates  were  paid  :  Tinnevelly,  good  bold  greenish  leaf,  4}d.  to 
5d. ;  small  to  bold  fair  greenish,  2\d.  to  3\d.  ;  medium 
specky,  2d.  to  2\'l. ;  common  to  ordinary  yellowish  and 
specky,  Id.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — One  hundred  and  fifty-five  bags  fair  bright, 
but  wormy  Madras  finger  sold  at  from  10s  3d.  to  10s.  61.  per 
cwt.,  and  144  bags  dull  bulby  Chinese  finger  at  from  5s.  3d. 
to  5s.  9.'/.  "  without  reserve." 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  was  very  scarce  and  sold  at  an 
advance  of  5s.  per  cwt.  on  the  last  auction,  prices,  rail- 
quality  of  mixed  colours  sold  at  from  8/.  2s.  6<#.  to  81.  5s., 
and  fair  brown  at  8/.  Three  bags  of  Australian  sold  at 
from  11.  5s.  to  11.  Is.  Qd.  for  good  pale  yellow  to  grey. 
Zanzibar  was  firmly  held,  but  did  not  sell  publicly,  61.  15s. 
being  refused  for  good  bright  block,  slightly  drossy.  Other 
descriptions  were  neglected. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  December  11 : — Business  is  dull.  Both  refined 
camphor  and  senega  are  firm. 

Smyrna,  December  10 : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week 
ending  Wednesday  amount  to  60  cases,  principally  for  the 
United  States  and  England,  at  from  6s.  3d.  to  7s.  5i.  per  lb., 
f.o.b.,  according  to  quality.  The  position  of  the  market  is 
maintained. 

Amsterdam,  December  11 : — At  the  auctions  of  Java  cin- 
chona held  here  to-day,  8,799  bales  and  382  cases  were 
offered.  Of  this  quantity,  8,139  packages  were  sold  at  an 
average  unit  of  6-25c.  per  half-kilo.,  as  compared  with  6  05c. 
per  half-kilo,  paid  at  the  auctions  on  November  6.  The 
following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  sul- 
phate purchased  by  the  principal  buyers :  The  English  and 
American  factories,  12,202  kilos.;  the  Brunswick  factory, 
5,678  kilos.  ;  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories, 
5,178  kilos. ;  the  Frankfort-on-Maine  and  Stuttgart  factories, 
5,656  kilos.;  and  various  buyers,  5,890  kilos.  The  prices 
paid  for  manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  12c.  to  63fc,  per. 
half-kilo.,  and  druggists'  bark  from  4c.  to  67c.  per  half- 
kilo. 

New  York,  December  11:— The  market  here  is  quiet 
Oil  of  peppermint  in  bulk  is  rather  easier  at  $4.75  per  lb 
Menthol  also  has  an  easier  tone  at  #6.25.  Both  Rio  and 
Cartagena  ipecac,  are  advancing,  and  $1.75  and  $1.20  are 
now  quoted  respectively.  Senega  is  firmly  held  at  70c. 
per  lb.,  and  damiana-leaves  are  easy  at  9c.  per  lb.  Cocoa- 
butter  has  been  reduced  to  28c,  and  sassafras  is  also 
easier  at  8c.  per  lb. 

Tunisian  Olive  Oil. 

The  cultivation  of  the  olive  now  receives  much  official  encourage- 
ment in  Tunis,  and  has  largely  developed  of  late  years,  says  the 
British  Consul  in  his  annual  report.  Extensive  oil-mills,  with 
improved  machinery,  have  been  erected,  and  even  the  natives  are 
transforming  their  methods.  The  quality  has  thus  greatly  im- 
proved, and  Sfax  oil  is  in  considerable  demand.  The  olive  crop 
having'been  very  poor  in  Italy  during  the  last  few  years,  growers 
in  that  country  have  bought  large  quantities  of  Tunisian  od.  It 
is  said  that  they  skilfully  mix  the  latter  with  similar  or  inferior 
stuff  of  their  own,  and  re  export  it  under  their  own  names  at  a 
much  higher  price  than  the  pure  article  could  be  bought  for  at 
Sfax  The  same  is  alleged  with  regard  to  the  oil  exported  to  Nice, 
where  it  is  said  to  be  "  doctored,"  and  sent  back  to  Tunis  and 
other  places  as  "  pure  Nice  oil."  Of  the  total  value  of  oil  exported 
in  1901-viz.,  232,712/.,  France  took  158,152?.,  Italy  66,580/.,  Malta 
3,777/.,  and  the  United  Kingdom  736?.  The  export-duty  is  2s  5d 
per  cwt.  Fresh  olives  pay  Is.  7ir7.  per  cwt.  There  is  a  by-product 
of  the  olive  (grignons  d'olive),  which  is  extracted  from  the  crushed 
pulp,  and  which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.  This  is 
mostly  sent  to  Malta.  In  1899  British  trade  took  8,678/.  worth  of 
Tunis  soap  out  of  a  total  of  10,939?. ;  in  1900,  out  of  13,497?.  worth, 
soap  to  the  value  of  10,773?.  went  to  Malta  and  the  United  King- 
dom ;  and  in  1901,  11,004/.  out  of  13,386?. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separata 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

Mr.  Dunlop,  Secretary  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scot- 
land Chemists'  Trade  Association,  sends  us  copies  of  letters 
which  have  passed  between  the  Association  and  Mr.  H. 
Davenport.  At  the  Convention  of  November  26,  Mr.  Daven- 
port said  the  Glasgow  Association  had  asked  him  for  a 
subscription  (C.  %  D.,  November  29,  page  891).  This  was 
apparently  a  misunderstanding,  the  circular  being  merely  an 
appeal  for  co-operation.  Mr.  Davenport,  on  having  his 
attention  called  to  the  matter,  freely  acknowledges  that  he 
gathered  a  wrong  impression  from  the  Association's  circular, 
and  that  financial  aid  was  not  solicited. 

■  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Fair  Trade's "  question,  "  Had  the 
Association  anything  to  offer  that  the  manufacturers  cannot 
arrange  better  themselves?"  I  say  emphatically,  "  Yes."  If 
the  manufacturers  recognise  that  the  stores  and  more  enter- 
prising chemists  are  their  best  customers,  how  does  "  Fair 
Trade  "  account  (1)  for  the  fact  that  Mr.  T.  Beecham,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Convention,  said  "  that  his  customers  who  were 
in  sympathy  with  chemists'  associations  were  about  one- 
half";  (2)  Mr.  Hirst  said  that  "when  his  firm  stopped 
supplies  to  a  large  cutter  their  sales  did  not  decrease,  and 
when,  after  a  conciliation,  they  again  supplied  the  same 
■cutter,  their  sales  did  not  increase."  Now,  I  firmly  believe 
that  if  the  legitimate  chemist  already  handles  one-half  of 
Mr.  Beecham's  goods  (when  there  is  scarcely  any  profit 
on  them),  if  they  were  on  the  protected  list  he  would 
handle  two-thirds,  as  there  would  be  no  attempt  to  "  dis- 
courage sales.'' 

It  was  also  well  pointed  out  at  the  Convention  that  self- 
protected  schemes  such  as  exist  with  Messrs.  Oppenheimer's 
and  Grossmith's  goods  were  no  protection  whatsoever,  and 
involved  considerable  labour  and  expense,  whereas  protection 
under  the  P.A.T.A.  was  assured.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact 
that  certain  firms  pay  their  assistants  a  percentage  on  the 
amount  of  sales  of  their  own  proprietaries  (merely  substi- 
tutes). Now,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  these 
manufacturers,  for  whom  "  Fair  Trade  "  has  so  much  con- 
sideration, must  suffer  in  consequence  ?  I  claim  that  if 
manufacturers  were  to  protect  their  goods,  and  large  cutters 
did  not  like  it,  the  demand  for  those  goods  would  not 
•decrease,  but  it  would  drift  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
scientious dealer ;  customers  would  obtain  what  they  came 
for,  and  if  the  article  was  a  satisfactory  one  the  sales  would 
increase,  therefore  the  P.A.T.A.  is  of  as  much  importance  to 
the  manufacturer  as  it  is  to  the  retail  trade.  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  scheme 
of  protection.  I  have  handled  their  goods  for  many  years, 
but  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  knew  they  had  a  self- 
protecting  scheme.  I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Sheffield,  December  8.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson. 

Sir, — It  is  impossible  at  present  to  gauge  the  value  of 
the  recent  Convention.  At  a  first  glance  it  would  not 
appear  that  much  has  been  done  ;  but  after  a  time,  when  the 
seed  sown  has  had  time  to  spring,  it  may  be  found  that  the 
proceedings  have  been  far  from  abortive.  Manufacturers 
and  retailers  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  both 
sides  of  the  question,  and  mutual  knowledge  is,  I  believe, 
bound  to  lead  to  more  harmonious  action,  as  the  interests 
of  both  parties  are  found  to  be  identical.  Those  who  are 
impatient  must  bear  in  mind  that  differences  here  cannot  be 
settled  by  a  coup-d'etat.  It  is  rather  to  a  process  of  slow 
but  sure  evolution  that  we  have  to  look.  On  a  subject  like 
this,  point  by  point  slowly  clears  itself  and  stands  out  from 
obscuring  fog,  and  it  is  only  then  that  we  know  exactly 
where  we  are. 


One  point  which  ought  to  be  very  clear  to  manufacturers 
is  that  it  is  those  who  are  least  given  to  imitation  who  are 
most  anxious  for  a  fixed  price  affording  a  living  profit  on 
patents.  So-called  stores  men  do  not  want  this,  because  the 
system  on  which  they  work  is  a  system  of  calculated 
imitation,  whereas  chemists  have  had  this  system  forced  on 
them  and  abhor  it.  The  question  which  confronts  the 
manufacturer  is  this  :  "  Is  the  man  who  advertises  my  article 
at  cost  price  or  below,  so  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  push  his  own,  my  friend,  or  is  the  chemist  my  friend  who 
wishes  to  sell  my  article  at  a  living  profit,  rather  than  resort 
to  the  contemptible  method  of  badgering  a  customer  to  take 
another  article  than  that  for  which  he  asked  ? "  To  any 
reasonable  thinking  man  the  answer  ought  to  be  clear 
enough.  Another  point  which  we  must  bear  in  mind  is  that 
manufacturers  have  been  forced  into  so  tight  a  corner  by 
this  pernicious  system  of  imitation  that  Ihey  are  scarcely 
able  now  to  move  in  any  direction,  and  this  is  probably  the 
element  which  most  powerfully  hampers  the  P.A.T.A.  If  all 
imitation  were  to  stop  dead,  any  manufacturer  of  a  well- 
known  "patent"  would  at  once  find  himself  in  a  position 
to  halve  his  advertising-bill,  double  his  output,  and  reduce 
his  wholesale  price  perhaps  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent. 

Nobody  benefits  by  the  present  system  but  the  systematic 
imitator  and  the  newspaper  Press.  How  can  the  present 
tension  be  relieved  1  It  can  only  be  done  gradually,  but  it 
cannot  be  done  at  on  all  present  lines.  So  long  as  manufac- 
turers consider  systematic  imitators  rather  than  chemists  the 
tension  is  bound  to  increase.  Should  they,  however,  join  the 
P.A.T.A.,  and  consider  legitimate  chemists  a  little  more,  the 
tension  will  slowly  be  relieved,  and  although  the  profit  on 
"  patents  "  might  not  be  great  at  first,  manufacturers  should 
in  time  find  themselves  in  a  position  to  increase  it. 

Another  point  which  chemists  must  not  lose  sight  of  is 
that  no  manufacturer  can  make  an  effective  private  arrange- 
ment. Those  manufacturers  who  refuse  to  take  advantage 
of  the  effective  machinery  of  the  P.A.T.A.  do  so  because 
they  do  not  wish  to  have  a  fixed  price.  If  this  is  not  the 
case,  will  they  kindly  explain  why  they  wish  to  potter  on 
with  an  unworkable  private  system,  when  a  system  which 
has  been  proved  to  be  legal  and  effective  is  available  1  The 
most  absurd  idea  of  all  is  that  of  a  private  arrangement  for 
a  special  district.  The  point  is  not  worth  discussion :  no 
such  arrangement  could  prove  effective  anywhere  outside  a 
small  island  thousands  of  miles  from  civilisation. 
Dumfries,  Decemb'er  8.  James  Keid. 

The  Benevolent  Fund. 

Sir, — In  common  with  a  good  many  more  subscribers  I  am 
distinctly  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Kobbins's  views — viz.,  that 
only  subscribers  and  their  widows  should  be  eligible ,  for  its 
benefits.  This  would  bring  in  a  large  number  of  the  10,000 
chemists  who  do  not  at  present  contribute,  especially  when 
they  realise  that  neither  their  widows  nor  themselves  will  be 
eligible  unless  they  do  subscribe.  I  think  it  disgraceful  that 
a  charitable  fund  should  be  allowed  to  get  into  such  straits, 
and  when  an  appeal  for  extra  money  is  sent  round  it  is 
generally  invited  from  those  who  already  subscribe  instead 
of  from  the  outsiders.  I  believe  it  is  the  case  that  the 
grocers',  drapers',  farmers',  and  other  benevolent  institutions 
are  only  available  to  subscribers  and  their  widows.  Again, 
the  inclusion  of,  say,  5,000  of  the  10,000  non-subscribing 
chemists  at  an  annual  sum  varying  from  5s.  to  11.  Is.  would 
place  the  fund  on  a  more  businesslike  footing.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  subscribers  and  donors  die,  and  others  are 
not  coming  forward  to  take  their  places.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  talk  of  sentiment,  and  broad  and  catholic  views,  but  this 
brings  no  grist  to  the  mill.  Trusting  that  the  fund  will  soon 
be  administered  on  the  lines  suggested, 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Chelsea,  December  9.  Edward  J.  Holifield. 

[Section  22  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  extended  the  privileges 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  to  "all  persons  .  .  .  who  may  be,  or  have 
been,  duly  registered  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  or  chemists  and 
druggists,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  persons."  This 
would  have  to  be  repealed  before  our  correspondent's  suggestion 
could  be  carried  out. — Editor  C.  &  X>.] 

Freights  to  South  Africa 

Sir, — I  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  Cape  limes  of  Novem- 
ber 17,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  freight-charge  for 
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cargo  between  New  York  and  Cape  Town  is  10s.  per  ton, 
against  80s.  per  ton  from  Southampton,  which  is  the  rate  the 
shipping  ring  is  now  charging  British  consignors.  Comment 
is  needless,  but  action  is  most  urgent — say,  by  Board  of 
Trade  intervention.  Yours  very  truly, 

Horace  Brocklesby. 
Mount  Nelson  Hotel,  Cape  Town,  November  19. 

[The  cutting  which  Mr.  Brocklesby  (Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co., 
Limited)  encloses  is  the  following  cablegram  from  London  : — 

"The  Daily  Express  states  that  the  South  African  shipping 
ring  has  reduced  the  freight  between  New  York  and  Cape  Town 
by  half,  in  order  to  break  the  opposition.  This  means  that 
American  merchants  ire  able  to  ship  at  10s.  a  ton,  against  80s.  a 
ton  from  Southampton,  which  places  British  merchants  at  a  great 
disadvantage  in  competition  for  South  African  trade." 

We  have  again  and  again  called  attention  to  the  disadvantages 
which  British  shippers  labour  under,  and  as  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  other  Departments  on  this  side  practically  ignore  the  matter, 
perhaps  the  Colonial  Secretary  may  have  some  truths  put  before 
him  while  he  is  in  South  Africa. — Editoe  C.  &  D.] 

Homoeopathic  Medicines. 

Sir, — The  reply  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  Mr.  E. 
Mountain's  query,  appearing  in  the  C.  D.  this  week,  is, 
indeed,  an  ambiguous  one.  It  stands,  no  doubt,  in  the  same 
relation  as  mother  to  daughter.  If  the  "  strong  thing  is  the 
just  and  right  thing,"  the  mother  is  liable  to  the  conditions 
of  the  poison's  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  but  the 
daughter  is  not.    Is  this  chemistry  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Swansea,  November  29.  D.  M.  Laidlaw. 

Sir, — Referring  to  the  substitution  question,  it  is  the 
custom,  I  believe,  to  put  up  many  homoeopathic  medicines  in 
tablet  form.  What  is  to  be  supplied  when  these  medicines 
are  asked  for  under  the  name  of  "  tabloids,"  which  is  not 
infrequent  ?  In  the  allopathic  world  there  is  no  doubt  that 
Messrs.  B.  W.  &  Co.  get  over  the  difficulty  by  supplying 
almost  every  conceivable  drug  or  chemical  in  tabloid  form. 
I  suppose  the  strictly  legal  course  would  be  to  put  the  order 
in  Messrs.  B.  W.  &  Co.'s  hands,  which  you  will  agree  would 
be  a  farce.  It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  both  parties  if 
the  word  "  tabloid  "  were  rendered  void  as  a  registered  trade- 
mark, and  another  and  more  distinctive  word  substituted— 
when  much  of  the  so-called  substitution  would  vanish.  Not 
one  person  in  a  hundred,  as  any  retailer  will  bear  out,  appre- 
ciates that  the  word  "  tabloid  "  designates  the  product  of  one 
particular  firm,  consequently  the  public  ask  promiscuously  for 
"  tabloids  "  when  any  form  of  portable  compressed  drug  is 
wanted,  and,  as  I  have  instanced,  it  is  in  many  cases  impos- 
sible to  supply  according  to  literal  instructions.  I  am 
confident  there  is  little  attempt  to  introduce  other  lines  when 
the  customer  shows  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  what  he 
really  wants  by  asking  for  "  tabloids  "  under  B.  W.  &  Co.'s 
name,  and  not  under  the  more  general  term. 

Yours,  &c, 

Suggestion.  (151/13.) 

Pharmacy  in  Jamaica. 

Sir, — Having  been  on  leave  in  England,  I  have  only  now 
managed  to  read  all  the  back  numbers  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  In  your  issue  of  July  19  you  have  a  leaderette 
headed  "Pharmacy  Law  in  Jamaica,"  the  material  for 
which  you  have  evidently  taken  from  a  leading  article  in  the 
Jamaica  Gleaner.  Not  having  seen  the  Gleaner  leader  I 
have  no  idea  what  was  in  it,  but  as  your  leaderette  does  not 
quite  correctly  represent  what  took  place,  I  would  ask  you 
to  be  good  enough  to  grant  me  space  in  the  C.  Jy  D.  to  place 
the  actual  facts  before  you  and  your  readers.  You  quote  the 
Gleaner  as  saying  the  case  against  Messrs.  J.  Crosswell  &  Co. 
is  a  particularly  sinful  one,  and  you  add,  not  without  reason, 
Mr.  Magnus  (J.  Crosswell  &  Co.)  was  not  prosecuted  for 
selling  a  poison  without  having  the  name  of  the  actual 
person  who  handed  it  over  the  counter  on  the  bottle.  The 
summons  was  for  not  having  the  name  of  the  licensed  person 
in  charge  put  up  above  his  door  as  required  by  law  (see 
page  98  of  your  issue).  J.  M.  Crosswell  &  Co.  is  not  a 
person,  apart  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Crosswell  died  some 
years  ago.  Mr.  Magnus  now  has  his  own  name  up,  which 
meets  all  requirements.  The  ordinance  is  based  on  the 
British   statute,  and  is  carried  out  in  a  common-sense 


manner.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  name  of  the  owner  (if  he  is 
licensed)  and  (if  he  is  unlicensed)  the  name  of  the  licensed 
person  in  charge  be  put  upon  the  labels.  The  section  which 
you  quote  is  interpreted  as  I  have  stated,  and  the  Magistrate 
did  not  bluntly  say  he  could  not  understand  it,  simply 
because  that  part  of  the  section  was  not  in  dispute.  It 
was  Section  25  which  was  disputed,  and  over  which  the 
Magistrate,  the  solicitor  for  the  defence,  and  myself  argued 
for  about  an  hour.  At  the  commencement  the  Magistrate 
remarked  that  there  was  no  breach  of  the  law  and  no  need 
to  go  into  the  case,  unless  I  wished  to  make  any  remarks, 
and  then  followed  the  discussion  above  referred  to,  at  the 
end  of  which  the  Magistrate  agreed  with  my  view  of  the 
case,  and  allowed  it  to  proceed.  Mr.  Magnus  was  further 
charged  with  not  entering  the  sale  of  a  poison  in  the 
poison-book.  He  pleaded  "  Not  guilty  "  to  both  charges,  and 
not  "  Guilty "  as  stated  on  page  98  of  your  issue.  The 
Magistrate  imposed  a  fine  of  Is.  in  the  case  of  not  having  his 
name  up,  as  it  was  only  considered  by  the  prosecution  a 
technical  offence.  In  the  second  charge  he  was  also  fined  Is.,  as 
it  was  the  first  case  in  Kingston  for  some  time.  The  part 
about  having  the  law  changed  is  all  talk.  The  law  if 
carried  out  is  a  more  effective  one  than  the  Pharmacy  Act 
of  1868.  The  police  are  the  prosecutors  in  Jamaica,  and  no 
one  knows  better  than  you  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  lay  mind 
to  intrepret  pharmacy  laws.  If  the  prosecuting  was  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Medical  Department,  it  would  be  carried  out 
quite  efficiently.  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Kingston,  November  13.  Charles  Don.  . 

Branch-managers. 

Sir, — I  am  very  surprised  that  the  subject  on  which 
"Junior,"  in  your  issue  of  November  29,  comments — viz.,  the 
running  of  chemists'  shops  by  unqualified  managers  and 
proprietors — does  not  receive  more  attention  from  members 
of  the  trade.  Over  such  a  trifling  quibble  as  Messrs.  B.  W.'s 
substitution-circular — on  which,  in  principle,  we  all  agree — 
dozens  of  letters  are  written,  but  on  a  vital  subject  such  as 
that  of  unqualified  traders  not  a  single  comment  is  raised  or 
the  slightest  enthusiasm  aroused.  That  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  regard  the  subject  with  absolute  indifference  is  an 
established  fact,  except  that  occasionally  they  make  a  raid. 
The  unqualified  trader  pays  the  penalty,  and  goes  on  his  way 
with  his  tongue  in  his  cheek,  knowing  full  well  that  this 
spasmodic  effort  has  exhausted  the  Society's  activity,  and 
that  he  may  continue  to  sell  and  dispense  poisons  ad  lib. 
undisturbed  for  a  long  time  to  come.  A  well-known  cutter 
in  the  Black  Country,  who  has  now  retired  from  business, ' 
once  told  me  that  although  he  was  in  business  over  twelve 
years,  and  sold  all  poisons  without  restriction,  he  was  only 
twice  fined  51.  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Questioned 
as  to  whether  he  observed  any  caution  in  his  sales  after 
paying  the  penalties,  he  said,  "  I  never  let  it  affect  me  in  the 
least.  I  knew  the  Society  would  think  they  had  frightened 
me,  and  would  not  trouble  again."  If  Local  Secretaries 
would  only  do  their  duty,  and  if  chemists  would  only  be 
true  to  themselves  and  their  craft,  and  would  inform  the 
Secretary  of  cases  of  infringement,  and  insist  on  his  pressing 
for  such  penalties  as  would  put  a  stop  to  the  practice,  I  am 
sure  considerable  benefit  would  accrue  to  the  trade  generally. 
That  we  shall  ever  get  Parliament  to  put  a  stop  to  limited 
companies  who  employ  qualified  assistance  dealing  in  drugs 
is  quite  out  of  the  question,  but  it  should  be  seen  to  that 
qualified  assistants  are  employed.  I  am  writing  this  in  the 
hope  that  abler  correspondents  will  take  up  the  subject,  and 
that  some  attention  may  be  attracted  to  this  important 
matter.  Trusting  to  see  correspondence  and  action  in  regard 
to  it,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Justitia.  (153/21.) 

Tardy  Invoices. 

SIR, — I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  a  custom  which  appears 
to  be  largely  on  the  increase  among  wholesale  houses — that 
of  not  sending  invoices  until  a  day  or  two  after  the  goods 
have  been  delivered.  I  have  noticed  this  particularly  with 
certain  drug  and  patent  houses,  and  should  think  that  there 
is  room  for  the  office-work  being  more  methodically  con- 
ducted. Any  chemist  will  appreciate  the  inconvenience  of 
unpacking  a  10Z.  patent  order  without  having  the  invoice  at 
hand  to  check  the  goods.  Yours  faithfully, 

Pix.  (157/28.) 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


202/19.  W.  S.  T. — "Thorpe's  Dictionary  of  Applied 
Chemistry "  is  published  by  Longmans,  vol.  i.  and  ii.  42s. 
each,  vol.  iii.  63s. 

187/14.  T.  W.  L—  Hogg's  "The  Microscope"  (Rout- 
ledge),  10s.  6d.,  is  the  cheapest  book  for  its  size  on  the 
microscope. 

143/10.  Menthol. — Chamomile  lozenges  are  seldom  seen 
now.  They  are  used  as  an  antispasmodic,  and  contain  about 
1  minim  of  the  essential  oil  of  chamomile  in  each. 

139/72.  H.  %  Co.— TJng.  Ichthyol.  Besoreini  (Unna)  is 
probably  intended  for  ung.  resorcini  co.  (Unna),  which  has 
the  following  composition  : — 


Resorcini       ...       ...       ...       ...  5  parts 

Aramon.  sulphoichthyol   5  parts 

Ac.  aalicylici     2  parts 

Ung.  simplicis         ...       ...       ...  88  parts 

140/21.  Perf  umery. — Bath-powder  : — 

Sodium  carbonate                        ...  5iv. 

Acid,  tartaric   oiss. 

Orris-root      3ss- 

Oil  of  lemon  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Oil  of  orris  (or  ionoue)       ...       ...  lti.v. 

Oil  of  ylang-ylang   n\y. 


Mix  the  oils  with  the  orris-root,  add  the  other  ingredients,  make 
into  a  paste  with  spirit,  divide  into  tablets,  and  dry. 

144/63.  K  EL  S.— Black-currant  Jujubes.— You  will 
need  to  use  black-currant  juice  in  place  of  the  water  in  the 
glyco-gelatin  basis ;  essence  of  black-currant  is  useless  for 
the  purpose.  The  glycerin-jujubes  you  send  are  excellent. 
You  can  best  make  black-currant-and-glycerin  jujubes  when 
the  fruit  is  in  season,  although  a  decoction  of  the  black- 
currant-paste, which  can  be  obtained  from  lozenge-makers, 
yields  good  results. 

148/15.  Qiiiin. — Acetic  acid  is  a  feeble  antidote  to  carbolic 
acid;  indeed,  it  may  in  some  cases  hasten  collapse. 

148/73.  Yinia. — We  cannot  add  to  the  information  given 
in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  539,  from  which  the 
recipe  is  taken,  with  modifications. 

128/7.  S.  P.  D. — We  can  put  you  into  communication 
with  a  firm  of  dental  mechanics,  who  would  give  lessons  in 
dentistry,  if  you  send  us  your  address.  We  cannot  decipher 
the  address  on  your  letter. 

125/56.  Massage. — The  Face-massage  Spray  contains 
tr.  benz.  simp.,  but  more  spirit  than  you  suggest.  The 
following  is  nearer  the  mark  : — 


Tr.  benz.  simp.    5j- 

Ess.  bouquet ...    5j. 

Spt.  vini  tenuior.     ...       ...  ... 

Aq.  ad   §j. 


129/11.  Lux. — Colouring  Used  in  Fish-frying. — This  is 
di-methyl-amido-azo-benzene,  or  butter  yellow,  and  is  soluble 
in  the  oil  used  for  frying  fish.  The  colouring  is  best  sent 
out  ready  dissolved  in  oil,  as  it  is  then  easier  to  gauge  the 
quantity  required  for  use. 

94/30.  Xj  Y.  Z. — Rheumatism-capsules. — These  contain 
about  4  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  in  each.  Your  customer  seems 
a  little  unreasonable  to  grudge  paying  4/.  to  the  "  rheumatism 
specialist,"  who  cured  him,  after  spending  over  100/.  with 
medical  men  without  any  result. 

144/49.  Bad.  Bhei  — -The  fact  that  another  chemist  will 
not  give  your  customer  a  copy  of  the  sleeping-draught  pre- 
scription is  not  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  analyse  the  sample 
you  send. 


132/20.    G.  O. — Hair-wash  Species,  as  your  specimen : — 

Rosemary-leaves     ...       ...  ... 

Quillaia-bark  

Marjoram-leaves    3ss. 

Sodium  bicarbonate   5j. 

Mix. 

To  prepare  a  hair-wash  boil  1  oz.  of  the  above  ingredients  with 
a  pint  of  water,  and  strain  through  muslin.  Use  the  wash  before 
it  gets  cold. 

91/19.  H.  H. — The  Incandescent-mantle  Spray  is  a 
weak  varnish  containing  boric  acid.  The  idea  is  that 
borates  of  the  rare  earths  are  formed  when  the  solution  is 
sprayed  on  a  mantle,  the  borates  exerting  a  toughening 
action. 

133/4.  J.  W.  //.—Blue-black  Ink.— The  colouring- 
matter  of  the  ink  you  send  is  methyl  blue,  the  method  of 
manufacture  being  the  one  devised  by  Dieterich,  and  given 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  357. 

125/62.  Bruno. — The  Sheep-dip  is  of  the  soluble  cresol 
variety.  It  contains  a  mixture  of  light  and  heavy  coal-tar 
oils  and  carbolic  acid. 

128/66.  Bitumen. — -The  Coal-saver  consists  of  common 
salt  and  charcoal.  Your  customer,  who  says  that  ^  oz.  of 
the  powder  saves  28  lbs.  of  coal  out  of  each  hundredweight, 
must  have  a  lively  imagination. 

117/37.  J.  M.  N. — Matching-wax  for  dentists'  use.— This 
is  mainly  paraffin  wax,  with  a  small  proportion  of  a  gum 
resin  to  give  elasticity.  We  have  not  identified  the  resin, 
but  it  is  probably  thus  or  dammar. 

146/37.  Subscriber  (Victoria  Park). — We  do  not  reply  to 
anonymous  correspondents. 

151/7.  W.  A. — We  are  unable  to  supply  you  with  the 
name  of  the  maker  of  the  particular  brand  of  cotton-wool 
you  inquire  about. 

146/55.  Lignum.  —  Carbolic  Disinfectant-base. — -The 
silicious  residue  from  the  manufacture  of  alum  from  shale  or 
kaolin  is  the  basis  of  a  well-known  brand.  Freedom  from 
lime  or  basic  material  is  necessary. 

144/54.  W.  II.  B. — Lighting  and  Heating  a  Small 
Factory.  — ■  Acetylene  is  a  perfectly  satisfactory  gas  for 
lighting  a  factory.  Messrs.  Thome  k  Hoddle,  135  Victoria 
Street,  S.W.,  supply  the  necessary  generator,  and  would  put 
in  the  complete  installation.  Perhaps  gas  would  be  better 
in  your  case  than  acetylene,  as  both  lighting  and  heating- 
could  be  managed.  A  small  gas-plant  is  made  by  Mr.  H.  L. 
Miller,  Mary  Anne  Street,  Birmingham.  The  heating  of  the 
factory  would  be  managed  by  hot  water,  using  gas  as  the 
source  of  the  heat.  An  electric  plant  for  a  small  factory 
would  not  be  economical  unless  there  is  plenty  of  spare 
steam-power  to  drive  the  dynamo.  There  are  many  firms  of 
electrical '  engineers  in  your  city  who  could  advise  you  on 
electric  lighting. 


Information  Wanted. 


150/33.    Proprietors  of  "  Linceola." 
154/14.    Who  is  the  maker  of  Walker's  ginger  wine  ? 
147/12.    Name  and  address  of  maker  of  Feavir's  "  Elixir 
of  Life." 

146/55.  Who  supplies  an  inert  base,  for  carbolic  powder, 
really  free  from  lime  .' 

199/10.  Name  and  address  of  advertisement-card  writer 
who  signs  his  work  "Jack." 

146/62.  What  is  Tom  Spring's  liniment,  or,  if  a  proprie- 
tary article,  who  makes  it  ? 

118/71.  Where  can  a  machine  for  making,  filling,  and 
closing  flat  gelatin  capsules  be  obtained? 

151/3.  Names  of  manufacturers  of  keratin  solution  in  a 
thick,  quick-drying  form,  suitable  for  coating  pills  and 
capsules. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  December  3,  at  3  o'clock.  The  President 
(Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs)  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  other  members 
present  were  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Johnston  Montgomery) 
and  Messrs.  Wells,  White  (Sligo),  Blair  (Cork),  Moffit, 
Grindley,  Smith  (Treasurer),  Vincent  Johnson,  Kelly,  and 
Professor  Tichborne. 

Letters. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Miss  Grindley  conveying  the  thanks 
of  her  father,  Mr.  George  Grindley,  for  the  resolution  passed 
in  reference  to  him  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from 
the  treasurership. 

The  President  :  I  am  sure  we  are  all  very  pleased  to  see 
Mr.  Grindley  sitting  in  his  usual  place  again,  and  I  hope  he 
will  long  occupy  that  position.    (Hear,  hear.) 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Samuel  Turkington,  resign- 
ing his  seat  on  the  Council,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health 
not  permitting  him  to  travel  to  Dublin.  The  Registrar  had 
written  to  Mr.  Turkington,  asking  him  to  reconsider  his 
decision,  and  had  not  then  received  a  reply. 

The  President  said  he  had  instructed  the  Registrar  to  do 
this.  Mr.  Turkington,  as  one  of  the  chemists  and  druggists, 
would  be  a  great  loss  to  the  Council.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
had  been  a  most  exemplary  chemist  and  druggist,  always 
legitimately  and  lawfully  carrying  on  business  as  such,  and 
setting  his  face  decidedly  against  compounding  and  out- 
stepping his  .own  sphere.  He  thought  the  Council  would  be 
very  pleased  indeed  if  Mr.  Turkington  remained  on  the 
Council,  and  he  moved  that  consideration  of  his  letter  be 
postponed  until  they  heard  from  him. 

Mr.  Grindley  seconded,  saying  that  Mr.  Turkington  had 
done  a  great  deal  of  work  outside  the  Council. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Letters  were  received  from  the  Assistant  Under-Secretary, 
Dublin  Castle,  enclosing  copies  of  memorials  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  from  Dr.  Michael  O'Brien,  of  Miltown-Malbay, 
who  had  been  fined  151.  at  the  Sessions  there  (which  fine 
was  afterwards  reduced  to  51.  at  Ennistymon  Quarter 
Sessions)  for  a  breach  of  the  Poisons  Act ;  and  from  William 
Gorham,  of  Clifden,  who  had  been  fined  two  sums  of  51. 
each — praying  for  remission  of  those  penalties  on  various 
grounds.  Draft  replies  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  were  read 
and  approved  of. 

Mr.  White  :  We  should  set  our  faces  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  fines. 

The  Society's  School. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  that  the  following  resolution,  passed  at 
the  September  meeting  of  the  Council,  be  rescinded,  viz. : — 

That  no  student  who  has  not  taken  out  (or  is  not  then  engaged 
in  taking  out)  a  course  of  elementary  chemistry  be  allowed  to 
enter  for  the  course  of  practical  chemistry  in  the  school  of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Wells  stated  that  the  motion  had  not  been  sent  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  and  he  reminded  the  Council  how  it  arose. 
The  Privy  Council  had  refused  to  sanction  a  motion  requiring 
candidates  for  the  Licence  examination  to  show  that  they 
had  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  elementary  chemistry. 
Having  explained  the  whole  circumstances,  Mr.  Wells  added 
that  there  was  no  question  that  the  Council  would  like  to 
have  a  compulsory  resolution ;  but,  on  looking  at  the  resolu- 
tion passed  last  September,  he  found  that  it  only  referred 
to  their  own  school.  While  the  resolution  was  under  dis- 
cussion it  was  stated  by  the  Chairman  that  there  was  only 
one  other  school  in  Dublin  besides  their  own  that  granted  a 
certificate  in  chemistry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were 
either  five  or  six  other  bodies  in  Dublin  who  granted  such 
certificates,  so  that  if  the  resolution  in  question  had  passed 
the  Privy  Council  and  come  into  operation  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  send  their  students  from  the  Society's  school  to 
the  other  schools.  He  instanced  anomalies  which  might 
arise,  and  considered  that  the  resolution  would  be  perfectly 
useless ;  hence  his  motion  to  rescind  it. 
The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion. 


Mr.  Blair  said  the  Technical  Education  Board  would  not 

accept  any  certificate  for  practical  chemistry  unless  the 
student  who  presented  it  had  previously  gone  through  a 
course  of  theoretical  chemistry.  (Hear,  hear.)  Perhaps  if 
further  representations  were  made  to  the  Privy  Council 
they  might  take  a  different  view. 

Professor  Tichborne  said,  in  his  opinion,  they  should  not 
give  up  the  idea,  but  try  to  carry  it  out  properly  by  bringing 
reasonable  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Privy  Council.  He  was 
the  first  person  who  proposed  the  regulation  that  the  resolu- 
tion in  question  sought  to  establish.  The  practice  of  the 
Technical  Education  Board  could  be  used  as  a  lever.  He 
thought  they  should  not  do  anything  at  present,  but  let 
three  or  four  months  pass,  and  then  approach  the  Privy 
Council  with  a  letter  containing  the  very  powerful  arguments 
that  might  be  used  and  which  might  induce  them  to  yield 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Council.  But  the  present  resolution 
should  first  be  cleared  out  of  the  road.  It  was  a  kind  of 
threat  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  if  the  idea  was  that  such  a 
thing  could  be  run  without  the  sanction  of  the  Privy  Council 
he  was  perfectly  certain  that  it  was  a  mistake.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  opposed  the  resolution  when  it  was- 
introduced,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  menace  to  the 
Privy  Council.  At  the  same  time  the  principle  had  been 
sanctioned  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  he  thought  they  should 
take  up  the  matter  again.  Their  school  had  cost  them 
lOOi.  If  they  continued  to  run  it  as  heretofore  it  would  be 
done  at  a  loss ;  but  they  might  still  be  able  to  get  the  Privy 
Council  to  pass  a  resolution.  Mr.  Smith  and  other  gentle- 
men who  voted  against  the  resolution  in  question  did  so  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  not  do  to  get  into  loggerheads  with 
the  Privy  Council. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  Do  you  wish  that  the  school  should 
still  be  run  as  a  voluntary  school '.' 

Mr.  Kelly  :  Certainly. 

The  President  said  that  when  the  resolution  was  brought 
forward  his  feeling  was  that  it  amounted  to  saying  to  the 
Privy  Council,  "  If  you  do  not  sanction  it  we  will  have  it  in 
spite  of  you.''  Without  a  compulsory  course  the  school 
would  never  pay  better  than  it  had  done,  and  that  was — one 
student  last  year. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  I  think  that  in  one  session  it  was 
fairly  well  attended. 

The  Registrar  :  The  best  session  we  ever  had  was  one 
when  the  professor  first  attended  for  two  or  three  evenings 
and  no  one  came.  He  waited  for  two  months,  and  then  a 
deputation  asked  me  to  induce  him  to  start  a  class.  He  did 
start  it,  and  we  had  eleven. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Wells  replied,  and 
his  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

New  Members. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society :  Messrs.  T.  L.  Cole  (Belturbet),  M.  Dempsey  (New- 
bridge), V.  E.  Hanna  (Limerick),  R.  Kingston  (Kildare),  Dr. 
R.  H.  Williams  (Fermoy),  Dr.  John  Gilbert  (Ennis),  and 
Messrs.  W.  F.  Knight  (Newcastle,  co.  Limerick),  and  D.  M. 
Leane  (Listowel). 

Correcting  the  Register. 

In  connection  with  the  Registrar's  inquiries  as  to  the 
changes  of  residence  of  members,  an  order  was  made  giving 
authority  to  the  Registrar  to  erase  from  the  roll  of  members 
the  names  of  a  number  of  members  who  had  not  sent  replies 
to  two  consecutive  registered  letters.  The  time  for  replying 
expired  on  December  10. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 


JANUARY  EXAMINATIONS. 

Applications  for  admission  to  the  respective  examinations 
should  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar  by  11  o'clock  A.m.  on 
the  following  dates  : — 

For  the  Preliminary  examination,  Tuesday,  December  23. 
For  the    Pharmaceutical    Assistant    examination,  Monday, 
December  29. 

For  the  Registered  Druggist  examination,  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 30. 

For  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination,  Wednesday, 
December  31. 


